My Reflection tonight focuses on gratitude, I’d like to begin by thanking all of you for giving your time and talents to St. Francis.   As I step-down from being a Warden, I feel grateful; grateful to have had the opportunity to serve and work with each of you.  Last February, we met for the first time.  Our monthly meetings led to getting to know one another through our reflections, stories shared, laughter and a sense of purpose. 
 Dawn - I will and I know the other Vestry members will continue to remember the beautiful Reflections you brought to us.  Each one was more beautiful than the previous.  And, on more than one occasion, they brought tears to our eyes. That's someone who writes from her heart.  Love that.
Joan – We joined the SF community only months apart. So happy we share our mutual discovery and our friendship.  You are stepping down from serving on the Vestry, your suggestions and recommendations will be missed.  And now, I joyously hope we can find more time to spend together.   
Debra - You are always busy and you always find time to be helpful and always with a smile.  Couldn’t ask for more than that.
Audrey - I will miss you and reading your Minutes each month.  I applaud you getting the information down on paper.  I have done that and it is often very difficult.  The revisions I suggested were always minor - except for the "motor boat". LOL - I still giggle every time I think of that.  
Tim - Haven't had much working time together but Suzanne and I very much appreciated your counsel earlier this year.
Andrea - (forgive me for not knowing this) I'm told you are on 4 committees, (no wonder you're so busy)!    I will quote what a friend recently said about you – I think it says it all -- "Andrea is on 4 St. Francis committees and brings so much energy and a different (younger) perspective to our church. She is great to work with and so positive."   Need I say more?

Michael – Along with your marketing experience, you have brought a wonderful sense of humor to the group. So appreciate the laughter and bonding it brings.
Aleta - you are another valued friendship.  I admire you for sharing your many talents at St. Francis.  Thank you for supporting me by signing on for another term on the Vestry when I agreed to become a Warden.  Funny how things work out - my term is over and yours continues.  A good friend will do that!   I think you know; I would have done the same for you.
Emily - You remind me so much of Me.  Very attentive in listening to get an idea of Vestry expectations and what that means in relation to you. It's unfortunate the Newcomers Committee has taken a slow start and most unfortunate - the APLH Carnival was postponed TWICE (due to weather).  I think we are all looking forward to spring for many reasons - the Carnival being one of them.  Fingers crossed that will be the new start up to Newcomers.
Anne. - You are a calming presence at the Vestry meetings and you bring that calm presence to Building & Grounds. Your architectural knowledge, your property upgrade suggestions and being the talented woman you are - is an asset to St. Francis.
I've left the best for last.  The Executive Committee - Mark, Suzanne and John
I'm bundling you all together because I feel we worked as one.  Often had different opinions but always came to a unified decision.  I admire each one of you and feel honored and grateful to have worked with you in service with and for St. Francis.  Those of you who have attended St. Francis Movie Nights will understand when I say it’s, Love -  Actually!  


