Reading of “A Child’s Christmas in Wales” by Hamilton Gillett 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hamilton (Ham) Gillett has been reading this Dylan Thomas classic during Wassail Weekend for more years than he can remember. Over the years, familiar faces return, some of them local and some not, to close their eyes and listen to Dickens’ matchless weaving of words and images. This year, even more of us can close our eyes and listen (or follow along in the book, courtesy of Project Gutenberg) to this online video, via WCTV’s recording of Gillett’s reading. Even if the ground outside is bare (which it won’t be!) the audience will feel it snowing “like a dumb, numb thunder storm of white, torn Christmas cards.”
A Child's Christmas in Wales is a piece of prose by the Welsh poet Dylan Thomas, portraying a nostalgic and simpler time from the viewpoint of a young boy. It is one of Thomas's most popular works. 
As with his poetry, A Child's Christmas in Wales instead uses descriptive passages in a fictionalized autobiographical style, designed to create an emotive sense of the nostalgia Thomas is intending to evoke. Thomas searches for a nostalgic belief in Christmases past—"It was snowing. It was always snowing at Christmas"—furthering his idyllic memory of childhood by describing the snow as being better and more exciting than the snow experienced as an adult. The dissertation, with exaggerated characters for comedic effect, show how childhood memories are enlarged through youthful interpretation. 
"Our snow … came shawling out of the ground and swam and drifted out of the arms and hands and bodies of the trees; snow grew overnight on the roofs of the houses like a pure and grandfather moss, minutely-ivied the walls and settled on the postman, opening the gate, like a dumb, numb thunder-storm of white, torn Christmas cards."       Dylan Thomas

