
וארא

3 Sources
Even though Moshe was the leader of Bnei Yisrael, and Hashem’s emissary to speak to Pharoah, the Torah
is very specific as to who carried out the first three plagues.

Shemot 7:19/8:2/8:12
And God said to Moses, “Say to Aaron: Take your rod and hold out your
arm over the waters of Egypt—its rivers, its canals, its ponds, all its bodies
of water—that they may turn to blood; there shall be blood throughout the
land of Egypt, even in vessels of wood and stone.”

Aaron held out his arm over the waters of Egypt, and the frogs came up
and covered the land of Egypt.

Then God said to Moses, “Say to Aaron: Hold out your rod and strike the
dust of the earth, and it shall turn to lice throughout the land of Egypt.”

ז:יט/ח:ב/ח:יבשמות
ֹּא֨מֶר ה֗יהְֹוָה֜וַי ךָ֣קַח֣אֶלֽ־אַהֲרןֹ֡אֱמרֹ֣אֶל־מֹשֶׁ מַטְּ

עַל־יאְֹרֵיהֶם֣עַלֽ־נהֲַרֹתָם֣ ׀מִצְרַיִ֜םעַל־מֵימֵי֨ונּטְֵהֽ־יָדְךָ֩
ל־מִקְוֵה֥וְעַל֛וְעַל־אַגְמֵיהֶם֗ וְיִהְֽיו־ּדָם֑מֵימֵיהֶם֖כׇּ

ובָּאֲבָנִיֽם׃ובָּעֵצִי֖םמִצְרַיִ֔םבְּכׇל־אֶרֶ֣ץדָם֙וְהָיָ֤ה
ֵּט֤ עַ֙ל֙מִצְרָיִ֑םמֵימֵי֣עַל֖אֶת־יָדוֹ֔אַהֲרןֹ֙וַי עַ֔וַתַּ הַצְּפַרְדֵּ

כַס֖ מִצְרָיִֽם׃אֶת־אֶרֶ֥ץוַתְּ
ֹּא֣מֶר ה֒יהְֹוָה֮וַי ךָ֔נטְֵה֣אֶלֽ־אַהֲרןֹ֔אֱמרֹ֙אֶל־מֹשֶׁ אֶתֽ־מַטְּ

ם֖וְהָיָה֥הָאָרֶ֑ץאֶת־עֲפַר֣וְהַךְ֖ מִצְרָיִֽם׃בְּכׇל־אֶרֶ֥ץלְכִנִּ

Rashi explains the reason that these three plagues had to be performed by Aharon, and not Moshe, is
because it would be inappropriate for Moshe to strike the Nile or the dirt because both had saved his life at
different points.

Rashi on Shemot 7:19
SAY UNTO AARON— Because the river had protected Moses when he was cast
into it, therefore it was not smitten by him neither at the plague of blood nor at
that of frogs, but it was smitten by Aaron (Exodus Rabbah 9:10).

ז:יטשמותעלרש"י
הֵגֵןלְפִיאהרן.אלאמר עַלהַיאְוֹרשֶׁ
ה לַךְמֹשֶׁ שְׁ נִּ לָקָהלאֹלְפִיכָךְלְתוֹכוֹ,כְּשֶׁ
םלאֹיָדוֹעַל עִים,וְלאֹבַדָּ וְלָקָהבַצְפַרְדְּ
רבה(:)שמותאַהֲרֹןידְֵיעַל

Rashi on Shemot 8:12
אהרןאלאמר SAY UNTO AARON — The dust did not deserve to be smitten by

Moses because it had protected him when he slew the Egyptian, for “he hid him in
the sand”; and it was therefore smitten by Aaron (Exodus Rabbah 10:7).

ח:יבשמותעלרש"י
כְּדַאיהֶעָפָרהָיָהלאֹאהרן.אלאמר

ה,עַ"יְלִלְקוֹת הֵגֵןלְפִימֹשֶׁ עָלָיושֶׁ
הָרַג צְרִיאֶתכְּשֶׁ טְמְנֵהוּהַמִּ ִּ בַּחוֹל,וַי
רבה(:)שמותאַהֲרֹןידְֵיעַלוְלָקָה

If Moshe had to express gratitude towards inanimate objects (the water and dirt), how much more so
should we be careful to show gratitude to the people in our lives who have helped us

2 Quotes

“We must find time to stop and thank the people who make a difference in our lives.”
-John F. Kennedy
“Piglet noticed that even though he had a Very Small Heart, it could hold a rather large
amount of Gratitude.” -A.A. Milne, Winnie-the-Pooh
1 Question

If you had to call three people (besides your parents) to thank them for something, who
would you call?

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1225592

