Table Talk Sukkot
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Deuteronomy 16:14

You shall rejoice in your festival...

Chizkuni, Deuteronomy 16:14:1

7Aan2 nnnwi, “you shall rejoice on your
festival;” “rejoicing” has been mentioned
already in connection with the festival of
weeks (verse 11); The reason why it was
mentioned there is that it is the period of
harvesting a major part of the grain harvest.
(Isaiah 9,2.) At the time of Sukkot, such joy is
increased greatly as everything that the
fields and orchards produce is now being
gathered in. Joy is not mentioned in
connection with Passover as the season of
ingathering produce has not yet started.
Furthermore, we have been taught in the
Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 16,1 that one of
the four days on which the world is being
judged concerning the produce for the
coming year is Passover. In other words, the
fate of the harvest still hangs in the balance,
and it would be premature to rejoice
therefore.

“The biblical word for happiness, Ashrei, is the first word of the book of Psalms and a key word
of our daily prayers. But far more often, Tanakh speaks about simcha, joy —and they are

different things. Happiness is something you can feel alone, but joy, in Tanakh, is something you

share with others.”

-The Lord Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

Let's Talk!
What is the reason that joy is mentioned in connection to Sukkot and not Pesach?

What is different about being joyous with people rather than on your own?

How can we be happy for other people in their own celebrations?

What are ways that you are celebrating this Sukkot?

#YHTyouandme
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