
 
 

 
Table Talk Parshat Vayakhel/Shabbat Shekalim  

 

 check out our new podcast!  https://www.hartorah.org/YHTPOV/ 

 

 

 ז״ט-ד״י׳:ל שמות

ים שָנָָ֖ה  רִִ֥ ן עֶשְּ ים מִבֶֶּ֛ קֻדִִ֔ ל הָעֹבֵר֙ עַל־הַפְּ כֹֹּ֗

לָה וָמָ   ת עְּ רוּמִַ֥ ן תְּ ה ’היִתֵָ֖ בֶֹּ֗ א־יַרְּ ֶֹֽ יר ל עָשִִׁ֣ ׃ הֶֶֽ

 ִֹׁ֣ הַדַל֙ ל ית הַ וְּ מַחֲצִָ֖ יט מִֶֽ עִִ֔ קֶל לָתֵת֙ אֶת־א יַמְּ שָ 

ת רוּמִַׁ֣ תָָּ֞  ’ה תְּ לָקַחְּ ם׃ וְּ שֹתֵיכֶֶֽ ר עַל־נַפְּ כַפֵָ֖ לְּ

נָתַתִָׁ֣  ל וְּ רָאִֵ֔ נִֵׁ֣י יִשְּ ים מֵאֵת֙ בְּ סֶף הַכִפֻרִֹּ֗ אֶת־כִֶׁ֣

י  נֵֵ֨ הָיָה֩ לִבְּ ד וְּ הֶל מוֹעֵ  ת אִֹׁ֣ וֹ עַל־עֲבֹדַָ֖ אֹתִ֔

זִכָרוֹן֙ לִפְּ  ל לְּ רָאֵֵ֤ ר עַל־ ’הנִֵׁ֣י יִשְּ כַפֵָ֖ לְּ

ם׃ )פ( שֹתֵיכֶֶֽ  נַפְּ

Exodus 30:14-16 

Everyone who is entered in the records, 
from the age of twenty years up, shall give 
Hashem’s offering: the rich shall not pay 
more and the poor shall not pay less than 
half a shekel when giving Hashem’s offering 
as expiation for your persons. You shall take 
the expiation money from the Israelites and 
assign it to the service of the Tent of 
Meeting; it shall serve the Israelites as a 
reminder before the Hashem, as expiation 
for your persons. 

 

 
 ׳א:ו״ט׳:ל שמות, אגדה מדרש

העשיר לא ירבה. בתרומת השקלים של אדנים, כדי 

 שלא יתרברב העשיר על העני:

 
Midrash Aggadah, Exodus 30:15:1 

The rich should not increase: In the gifts of 
Shekalim so that the rich do not give more than 
the poor. 

 
"In giving the half-shekel, the Torah explicitly commands that “the rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not 

give less.” A half-shekel is an insufficient sum of money to pay for even one sacrifice, which, besides an animal, 

consisted also of a wine offering and flour offering. It certainly does not cover the sacrifices offered every day of the 

year. Yet, by contributing only this small sum of money — and no more — a Jew became a full partner in every one 

of the congregational sacrifices offered throughout the year. 

  

Conversely, to become a partner and obtain his share in the congregational sacrifices, a Jew had to join 

with other Jews — for his half-shekel alone would not suffice to purchase even one sacrifice. The half-

shekel therefore emphasizes the importance of the commandment, “Love your fellow as yourself." A Jew himself is 

only a half, incomplete; he becomes whole only when united with another Jew. Moreover, each congregational 

sacrifice was offered by the entire Jewish nation as one entity, not as a grouping of individuals." 

- Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson: The Lubavitcher Rebbe 

 

Let's Talk 

Why do you think that everyone, rich and poor, should only give a half shekel for communal sacrifices? 

How can you make everyone feel important in your life? 

How are we more complete when we are part of a group?  

Why do you think something so personal, like prayer, is done as a group?  
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