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Table Talk Parshat Vayakhel/Shabbat Shekalim
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"In giving the half-shekel, the Torah explicitly commands that “the rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not
give less.” A half-shekel is an insufficient sum of money to pay for even one sacrifice, which, besides an animal,
consisted also of a wine offering and flour offering. It certainly does not cover the sacrifices offered every day of the
year. Yet, by contributing only this small sum of money — and no more — a Jew became a full partner in every one
of the congregational sacrifices offered throughout the year.

Conversely, to become a partner and obtain his share in the congregational sacrifices, a Jew had to join
with other Jews — for his half-shekel alone would not suffice to purchase even one sacrifice. The half-
shekel therefore emphasizes the importance of the commandment, “Love your fellow as yourself." A Jew himself is
only a half, incomplete; he becomes whole only when united with another Jew. Moreover, each congregational
sacrifice was offered by the entire Jewish nation as one entity, not as a grouping of individuals."

- Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson: The Lubavitcher Rebbe

Let's Talk

Why do you think that everyone, rich and poor, should only give a half shekel for communal sacrifices?
How can you make everyone feel important in your life?
How are we more complete when we are part of a group?

Why do you think something so personal, like prayer, is done as a group?

N

& J
o FESHINY,
Ao

check out our new podcast! https://www.hartorah.org/YHTPOV/
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