Table Talk Parshat Behar

In this week's Parsha, we find discussion about how to treat people physically and emotionally.

Mra-arracirs NPy Leviticus 25:42-43

Elo) N’? 0% PIND DK NRZITWR ahy T2y For they are My servants, whom | freed from the land
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shall fear your God.

"In miracles, God changes physical nature but never human nature. Were He to do so, the entire project of the
Torah — the free worship of free human beings — would have been rendered null and void. There is no greatness in
programming a million computers to obey instructions. God’s greatness lay in taking the risk of creating a being,
Homo sapiens, capable of choice and responsibility and thus of freely obeying God. God wanted humankind to
abolish slavery, but by their own choice, in their own time. Slavery as such was not abolished in Britain and America
until the nineteenth century, and in America, not without a civil war. The challenge to which Torah legislation was
an answer is: how can one create a social structure in which, of their own accord, people will eventually come to
see slavery as wrong and freely choose to abandon it?"

- The Lord Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

T ROPYY  Leviticus 25:17

R ﬂ’?‘?&b AR SAMY-NR oK 3350 &9 Do not wrong one another, but fear your God; for |,
T o En e R 'DD’P"7(?£ Hashem, am your God.

IR RAPM Y "W Rashi on Leviticus 25:17:1
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Let's Talk!
How does the Torah teach us that slavery is not right?
Why did Hashem create the world, leaving some decisions up to human beings?
Has it been hard for people to choose to give up slavery?
What are ways that our words can hurt people's feelings?
How is misleading someone, giving them advice that helps you and not them, a very wrong thing to do?

How does being empathetic help us watch our words?
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check out our podcast! https://www.hartorah.org/YHTPOV/
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