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"Providence wished Yaacov to be reminded of his own supplanting of his brother Esav. Lavan's statement contains
a veiled allusion to Esav's bitter plaint, ‘he has taken my firstborn right’ ‘In our country it is not done for the
younger to usurp the rights of the firstborn as you did.” Measure for measure."

- Nechama Leibowitz

“It is impossible to read Genesis 27 — the text as it stands without commentary — and not to feel sympathy for Yitzchak and Esav
rather than Rivka and Yaakov. ...Then consider the consequences. Yaakov had to leave home for more than twenty years in fear
of his life. He then suffered an almost identical deceit practiced against him by Lavan when he substituted Leah for Rachel. ...
The result of Lavan’s deception brought grief to the rest of YaakoV's life. There was tension between Leah and Rachel. There
was hatred between their children. Yaakov was deceived yet again, this time by his sons, when they brought him Yoseph’s
bloodstained robe: another deception of a father by his children involving the use of clothes. The result was that Yaakov was
deprived of the company of his most beloved son for twenty-two years just as Yitzchak was of Yaakov. Yitzchak fully understood
the nature of his two sons. He loved Esav but this did not blind him to the fact that Yaacov would be the heir of the covenant.
Therefore, Yitzchak prepared two sets of blessings, one for Esav, the other for Yaacov... Yaacov eventually came to understand
all this, perhaps during his wrestling match with the angel during the night before his meeting with Esav after their long
estrangement. ...Yaacov gave the blessing back. Indeed, he said so explicitly. He said to Esav: “Please accept the blessing that
was brought to you, for God has been gracious to me and | have all | need” (Gen. 33: 11). On this reading of the story, Rivka and
Yaacov made a mistake, a forgivable one, an understandable one, but a mistake nonetheless.” - The Lord Rabbi Jonathan Sacks
(To read the complete article follow this link: http://rabbisacks.org/jacob-right-take-esaus-blessing-toldot-5775/)

Let's Talk! Our first team is our family: We spend a lot of time with
In what ways did Yaakov suffer because of the trick that he family over Thanksgiving weekend. What are some ways
and Rivka did to Yitzchak? that we can understand all of our differences?
Kids... ask your parents!

What might have happened if Yaakov did not take the
What are some things that you admire about your

Bracha from Esav?

. . . siblings? How are you similar to them?
Have you ever been in a position where it was not clear

what the right thing to do was? How are you different from them?

Has it ever been hard to get along with your siblings?
What helped you?

s
”éf' check out our school podcast! https://www.hartorah.org/YHTPOV/

Send reflections from your family discussions to Tabletalk@hartorah.org and we will give you a shout out on our podcast!
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