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Grades K-3

Exodus 18:14-24

But when Moses’ father-in-law saw how much he
had to do for the people, he said, “What is this thing
that you are doing to the people? Why do you act
alone, while all the people stand about you from
morning until evening?” Moses replied to his father-
in-law, “It is because the people come to me to
inquire of God. When they have a dispute, it comes
before me, and | decide between one person and
another, and | make known the laws and teachings
of God.” But Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “The
thing you are doing is not right; you will surely wear
yourself out, and these people as well. For the task is
too heavy for you; you cannot do it alone.

Sforno on Exodus 18:22:2

NN I, they will give you the chance to give your full
attention to those problems that are complicated by sharing
the burden of leadership with you. They will also dispense
knowledge to the people.

Rashbam on Exodus 18:23:3

NTN DYUN 72 DI, the ones standing in line before you from
morning to evening, DI7w2 N, will each be able to go home in
short order.

"Moses preferred strict justice to peace. He was not a man to compromise or mediate. In addition, as the greatest of
the prophets, he knew almost instantly which of the parties before him was innocent and which guilty; who had right
on his side and who did not. It was therefore impossible for him to mediate, since this is only permitted before the
judge has reached a verdict, which in Moses’ case was almost immediately.”

-The Lord Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

Let's Talk!
What was not working with Moshe's system of judgement?
What suggestions did Yitro make to change things?
Why do you think having a new point of view is helpful?
Why is it important for leaders to share responsibility with a leadership team?

What was different about Moshe as a judge? How do you think that felt for the people being judged?

Kids...ask your parents!

When have you needed help from getting another perspective?

/)

“= check out our school podcast! https://www.hartorah.org/YHTPOV,
Send reflections from your family discussions to Tabletalk@hartorah.org and we will give you a shout out on our podcast!
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