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3 Sources
In this week’s parsha Yaakov gives Yosef an additional portion in the land of Israel.
Bereishit 48:22
And now, I assign to you Shechem, one portion more than to your brothers,
which I wrested from the Amorites with my sword and bow.”

מח:כבבראשית
יֽוַאֲנִי֞ כֶם֥לְךָ֛נָתַתִּ֧ ר֤עַל־אַחֶי֑ךָאַחַד֖שְׁ אֲשֶׁ

י֙ י֖הָאֱֽמֹרִי֔מִידַּ֣לָקַחְ֙תִּ חַרְבִּ יֽ׃בְּ תִּ ובְּקַשְׁ

Yaakov describes himself as having conquered Shechem through physical combat, using
weapons (“my sword and my bow”). However, the Gemara interprets these weapons as
metaphors for something far more powerful.
Gemara Bava Basra 123a
And with regard to Jacob’s bequest to Joseph, the verse states: “Moreover I have given to
you one portion above your brothers, which I took out of the hand of the Amorite
with my sword and with my bow” (Genesis 48:22). The baraita explains the verse: But is
it so that Jacob took the portion with his sword and with his bow? But isn’t it already
stated: “Through You do we push down our adversaries; through Your name do we trample
those that rise against us. For I trust not in my bow, neither can my sword save me”
(Psalms 44:6–7)? Rather, what is the meaning of “with my sword”? This is referring to
prayer.What is the meaning of “withmy bow”? This is referring to petition.

קכג.דףבתראבבאגמ'
י״וַאֲנִיוְאוֹמֵר: לְךָנָתַתִּ

כֶם ראַחֶיךָ,עַלאַחַדשְׁ אֲשֶׁ
י הָאֱמוֹרִימִידַּלָקַחְתִּ
י חַרְבִּ י״בְּ תִּ וְכִי–ובְּקַשְׁ
חַרְבּוֹ תּוֹבְּ לָקַח?!ובְּקַשְׁ
ינֶאֱמַר:כְּבָרוַהֲלאֹ לאֹ״כִּ

י תִּ יאֶבְטָח,בְקַשְׁ לאֹוְחַרְבִּ
יעֵנִי״! י״אֶלָּאתוֹשִׁ זוֹ–״חַרְבִּ

פִלָּה, י״תְּ תִּ ה.זוֹ–״קַשְׁ שָׁ קָּ בַּ

Yaakov used the power of tefilah to conquer Shechem.
Meshech Chochma on Bereishit 48:22
With my sword and with my bow - Onkolos translates this as “with my prayer
and my petition.” ‘Prayer’ refers to the set and established prayers. ‘Petition’
refers to requests that [the Sages] said “If a person wants to create or add
requests similar to the other blessings, they can ask for whatever they need.”

מח:כבבראשיתעלחכמהמשך
ובעותי.בצלותית"אובקשתיבחרבי
תפלהסדרהואצלותי

אשרבקשההואהקבוע…ובעותי
בתפלתולחדשאדםרצהאםאמרו
צרכיואדםשואלברכהכלמעין

Whether it was Yosef or Yaakov who cried, this is clearly one of the most emotional scenes in the
entire Torah.

2 Quotes

“
— Albert Smith

“Words are weapons. They should be handled with proper care.” -Joe Abercrombie
1 Question

What are different feelings and emotions that have made you cry?

https://quotefancy.com/quote/2560242/Joe-Abercrombie-Words-are-weapons-They-should-be-handled-with-proper-care

