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Table Talk Parshat Vayikra/Shabbat Zachor

W=D QAYNAT Deuteronomy 25:17-19
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b . . 72 211, “and attacked the hindmost of you.” Amalek
LM 211 AW MR ANR 977 73 21 chased after the Jewish people until he caught up

3 MIDIDT NN DOWHRIT DOVWNAT with the slowest moving ones. (Ibn Ezra) [The people
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we learned in the Book of Numbers. Ed.] 0"2wnan, as

if spelled o'w7nan, “the weakest of them.”

“We are commanded not to hate Egypt, but never to forget Amalek. Why the difference? The simplest
answer is to recall the rabbis’ statement in The Ethics of the Fathers: “If love depends on a specific cause,
when the cause ends, so does the love. If love does not depend on a specific cause, then it never
ends.”[2] The same applies to hate. When hate depends on a specific cause, it ends once the cause
disappears. Causeless, baseless hate lasts forever. The Egyptians oppressed the Israelites because, in
Pharaoh’s words, “The Israelites are becoming too numerous and strong for us” (Ex. 1:9). Their hate, in
other words, came from fear. It was not irrational. The Egyptians had been attacked and conquered
before by a foreign group known as the Hyksos, and the memory of that period was still acute and
painful. The Amalekites, however, were not being threatened by the Israelites. They attacked a people
who were “weary and worn out,” specifically those who were “lagging behind.” In short: the Egyptians
feared the Israelites because they were strong. The Amalekites attacked the Israelites because they were

weak.”
- The Lord Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

Let's Talk!
How is Amalek more evil than the Egyptians?
Why must we always remember what Amalek did?
Why is it especially mean to attack people when they are weak?
How should we treat people who are weaker than us?
Is there anyone who is weak in your life? How can you show them empathy?
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check out our new podcast! https://www.hartorah.org/YHTPOV/



https://www.hartorah.org/YHTPOV/
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