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Parshat Terumah contains the commandment to construct the Mishkan, along with all of the keilim,
vessels, that would occupy it. All of the large keilm had carrying poles that would be used to transport
them as Bnei Yisrael traversed the desert, and would be removed while the keilim were resting. However,
one of the keilim was the exception to this rule.

Shemot 25:13-15 . 10-32:13 MY
Make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold; then insert the | N3N :ANTDNR 19X DXOY OXY >T2 1PPYY)
poles into the rings on the side walls of the ark, for carrying the ark. The | VXD N IRV YIRD NYIY DY NY303 D730 NN
poles shall remain in the rings of the ark: they shall not be removed from it. 39N 1P ND D730 PN IR MYV 073

Why was it that the poles of the Aron had to always stay attached to the Aron? Rav Zalmon Sorotzkin
offers an important answer that highlights the protection that Torah provides for us.

Oznayim LaTorah on Shemot 25:15 10:10 MNY DY NNNY OIIN
We find that the Aron would “carry those who carried it” as when Bnei | 173V TYUNI PRYI IN RVIY PNIN2 1IN

Yisrael called the Jordan River. This is a sign for all times, that the Torah 299 MIND ) )77 NN TN 012
,NIN NP NNIN NYNN NNINNY D2INN

saves us in times of distress, when we hold on to the poles of the ND 797957... DIND 2122 DPPTRI NN
Aron...Therefore, we should never remove the poles from the Aron evenfora | 555 395 qn AxN 10 0120 1D
moment, because who knows when evil can strike (God forbid). Then we IND 209IY9 17N NIAN DY RON YT
should grab on to the poles of the Aron so that they can support us through NYOIY T NI >T22 NNRND 1IOY
these times. IMIN

Rav Shamshon Rephael Hirsch takes a different perspective, highlighting the mobility and applicability of
Torah to all times and places.

Rav Hirsch on Shemot 25:15

The poles of the Aron symbolize the destiny and the mission of carrying the Aron and its contents beyond the precinct
of its present standing place, if this becomes necessary. The command that the poles must never be removed from the
Aron establishes from the outset and for all time to come the truth that this Torah and its mission are not confined to the
soil on which the Sanctuary and the Temple once stood. The constant presence of the poles testifies that Hashem’s
Torah is not bound to or dependent on any particular place.

2 Quotes

What we carry defines who we are and the effort we make ic our legacy.”
-Mitch Albom

‘Each of u¢ cees in othere what we carry in our own hearte.”

-Ralph Waldo Emercon

10Question

What are 2 things that you carry with you at all times?



