
  Table Talk   פרשיות ויקהל/פקודי   

 

We learn about the creation of the Mishkan in Parshiot Vayakhel and Pekudei. There are several 

parallels between the creation of the world and the creation of the Mishkan.  

  בראשית

- ׳ב ׳א  

  שמות

׳מ    ט״ל -   

ד ה וְהִנֵּה־ט֖וֹב מְא ֹ֑ שָָּׂ֔ ר עָּ ל־אֲשֶֶׁ֣  וַיַ ַּ֤רְא אֱלֹקִים֙ אֶת־כָּ

And Hashem saw all that He had made, and found it 

very good. 

ָּ֥ה ה ר צִוָּּ הּ כַאֲשֶֶׁ֛ תָָּׂ֔ וּ א  שֶׁ֣ ה וְהִנֵּה֙ עָּ אכָָּ֗ ל־הַמְלָּ ה אֶת־כָּ שֶֶׁ֜ רְא מ  וּ' וַיַַּ֨ שֹ֑ ן עָּ ֶׁ֣ כֵּ  

And when Moses saw that they had performed all the 

tasks—as the Hashem had commanded, so they had 

done 
מַָּ֥  וּ הַשָּ םוַיְכֻלֶׁ֛ ָֽ אָּ ל־צְבָּ רֶץ וְכָּ ֖ אָּ יִם וְהָּ  

The heaven and the earth were finished, and all their 

array. 

ֹ֑ד הֶל מוֹעֵּ ן א ֶׁ֣ ת מִשְכַ֖ דֵַּ֕ ל־עֲב  כֶל כָּ  וַתֵֵּּ֕

Thus was completed all the work of the Tabernacle of 

the Tent of Meeting. 
המְלַאכְ ... וַיְכַ ל אֱלֹקִים֙  ֹ֑ שָּ ר עָּ ת֖וֹ אֲשֶֶׁ֣  

Hashem finished the work that He had been doing 
ֹ֑ד הֶל מוֹעֵּ ן א ֶׁ֣ ת מִשְכַ֖ דֵַּ֕ ל־עֲב  כֶל כָּ  וַתֵֵּּ֕

Thus was completed all the work of the Tabernacle of 

the Tent of Meeting. The Israelites did so; just as the 

Hashem had commanded Moses, so they did. 
רֶךְ אֱלֹקִים֙   וַיְבָּ 

And Hashem blessed 
ה שֶָֽ ם מ  ֖ תָּ רֶךְ א  ָּ֥  וַיְבָּ

And Moses blessed them. 
וֹ תֹ֑ ש א  ֖  וַיְקַדֵּ

and declared it holy 
וֹ תֶׁ֛ ָּ֥ א   וְקִדַשְתָּ

and make it holy 
 

We imitate Hashem by creating, just as Hashem created the world, we create holy spaces. Bereshit 

begins with Hashem creating the universe as a home for humankind. Shemot ends with human beings, 

the Bnei Yisrael, creating the Mishkan as a home for Hashem. To put it simply: chol is the space Hashem 

makes for humankind and Kodesh is the space humankind makes for Hashem.                                         

(The Lord Rabbi Dr. Jonathan Sacks) 

 

Let’s Talk! 

How do we make a space holy? 

What are holy places you go to? How can you tell that they are holy? 

Where is the holiest place you have ever been to? How did it feel to go there? 

Hashem made us the world as our home, how do we create a home for Hashem? 
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