
 
 

 
Table Talk Parshat Ki Tisa 

 

 check out our new podcast!  https://www.hartorah.org/YHTPOV/ 
 

 

"Kindness, empathy, and care arise from standing so close, feeling what the other feels." 
-Alan Morinis 

 

 ׳ט-׳ה:ד״ל שמות

ר ה'  ם ה'׃ וַיַעֲב ֹ֨ ּ֖ א בְש  קְרֵָּ֥ ם וַיִּ וֹ שָָׁ֑ מּ֖ ב עִּ ֵּ֥ תְיַצ  ן וַיִּ עָנָָ֔ וַי  ֵּ֤רֶד ה' בֶֶּֽ

רֶךְ אַפַּ֖  וּן אֵֶּ֥ וּם וְחַנָׁ֑ ל רַחּ֖ ֵּ֥ קְרָא֒ ה' ׀ ה' א  ם וְרַב־׀ עַל־פָנָיו֮ וַיִּ יִּ

ה  שַע וְחַטָאָָׁ֑ ן וָפֶּ֖ א עָו ֺ֛ ֵּ֥ ש  ים נ  סֶדֶ֙ לָאֲלָפִָּ֔ ר חֶֶ֙ ֵּ֥ צ  ת ׀ נ  סֶד וֶאֱמֶֶּֽ חֵֶּ֥

ים  ֹ֣י בָנִָּ֔ יםֶ֙ וְעַל־בְנ  ן אָב֗וֹת עַל־בָנִּ ד ׀ עֲו ֹ֣ ֹ֣ ק  ה פ  א יְנַקֶָ֔ הֶ֙ ל ֹ֣ וְנַק 

רְצָה  ד אַּ֖ ק ֵּ֥ ה וַיִּ שֶָׁ֑ ר מ  ּ֖ ים׃ וַיְמַה  ֶּֽ עִּ ב  ים וְעַל־רִּ ּ֖ שִּ ל  עַל־שִּ

לֶךְ־וַיִּ  ֶּֽ יךֶ֙ אדושם י  ינֶֶ֙ ן בְע  י ח   אתִּ ם־נָא֩ מָצָֹ֨ אמֶר אִּ חוּ׃ וַי ֹּ֡ שְתֶָּֽ

ֵּ֥נוּ  נ  וּא וְסָלַחְתָֺ֛ לַעֲו  רֶףֶ֙ הָ֔ ה־ע ֹ֨ י עַם־קְש  נוּ כִּ  ָׁ֑ רְב  נֵָּ֥א אדושם בְקִּ

נוּ׃ נוּ וּנְחַלְתֶָּֽ ּ֖  וּלְחַטָאת 

Exodus 34:5-9 

The LORD came down in a cloud; He stood with him there, and 
proclaimed the name LORD. The LORD passed before him and 
proclaimed: “The LORD! the LORD! a God compassionate and 
gracious, slow to anger, abounding in kindness and faithfulness, 
extending kindness to the thousandth generation, forgiving 
iniquity, transgression, and sin; yet He does not remit all 
punishment, but visits the iniquity of parents upon children and 
children’s children, upon the third and fourth generations.” Moses 
hastened to bow low to the ground in homage, and said, “If I have 
gained Your favor, O Lord, pray, let the Lord go in our midst, even 
though this is a stiffnecked people. Pardon our iniquity and our sin, 
and take us for Your own!” 

 
 ׳ב׳:ז הספר חתימת, ראשון חלק, וןהלש שמירת

תְבָרַךְ, שֶעָלֶיהָ נֶאֱמַר  וּבֶאֱמֶת ינ י ה' יִּ צְוָה זוֹ בְע  ד גְדוֹלָה מִּ מַה מְא 

ם  י אִּ מְך, כִּ ש מִּ יד לְך אָדָם מַה טוֹב, וּמָה ה' דּוֹר  גִּ )מיכה ו' ח'(: "הִּ

שְפָט וְאַהֲבַת חֶסֶד" וְגוֹ'. וְאָמְרוּ חֲזַ"ל )סוכה מ"ט:(: עֲשוֹת  עֲשוֹת מִּ

ים, וְגַם הוּא מְקַי ם בָזֶה  ילוּת חֲסָדִּ ין, וְאַהֲבַת חֶסֶד זוֹ גְמִּ שְפָט זֶה הַדִּּ מִּ

י עַל הַפָסוּק )דברים פְרִּ יתָא בְסִּ דְאִּ דְרָכָיו", כִּ "וְהָלַכְתָ בִּ צְוָה דִּּ כ"ח  הַמִּ

י הַקָדוֹש בָרוּךְ הוּא, שֶנֶאֱמַר  לוּ דַּרְכ  ט'(: "לָלֶכֶת בְכָל דְּרָכָיו" א 

ם וְרַב חֶסֶד" וְכוּ'.  ל רַחוּם וְחַנוּן, אֶרֶךְ אַפַיִּ )שמות ל"ד ו'(: "ה' ה', ק 

ף )שמות י"ח כ'(: "וְהוֹדַעְתָ  ינַן )בבא מציעא ל':(: תָנ י רַב יוֹס  וְאָמְרִּ

ים.לָהֶם  ילוּת חֲסָדִּ  אֶת הַדֶּרֶךְ" זוֹ גְמִּ

Shemirat HaLashon, (Chofetz Chaim) Book I, Epilogue 7:2 

And, in truth, how great is this mitzvah in the eyes of the Blessed L-
rd, it being written (Michah 6:8): "He has told you, O man, what is 
good, and what the L-rd requires of you — but to do justice and to 
love chesed, etc." And Chazal have said (Succah 49b): "'to do 
justice' — this is din; 'and to love chesed' — this is gemiluth 
chasadim." And he also fulfills in this the mitzvah of (Devarim 
29:9): "And you shall walk in His ways," as we find in Sifrei on the 
verse (Ibid. 10:12): "'to walk in all His ways' — these are the ways 
of the Holy One Blessed be He, as it is written (Shemoth 34:6): 
'Hashem, Hashem, the G-d who is merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger, and abundant in chesed, etc.'" And Chazal say (Bava Metzia 
30b): "R. Yosef taught (Shemoth 18:20): 'And you shall apprise 
them of the way' — this is gemiluth chasadim." 

 
"That God is seen to be compassionate is fundamental to a Jewish view of the divine. The high point of the closing 
prayers on Yom Kippur, the holiest day of the Jewish calendar, is the recitation of the thirteen divine middot 
ha'rachamim (attributes of compassion) of God. This is also the central refrain of the forgiveness prayers that are 
repeated periodically throughout the year. When do these thirteen attributes of compassion that we invoke on 
Yom Kippur and in these special prayers make their appearance in the Torah? They show up in the immediate 
aftermath to the sin of the Israelites building the Golden Calf to worship, when Moses successfully pleads with God 
not to wipe out his people who have sinned, but instead be compassionate and forgiving. So it is appropriate that 
we, too, call on the compassion of God as we confess out own weaknesses and transgressions." 

 - Alan Morinis  

 

Let's Talk! 
What do we learn about Hashem after the sin of the Golden Calf? 

Why do we imitate Hashem? 

How can we be forgiving like Hashem? 

Why does compassion lead to forgiveness? 

Have you ever asked anyone for forgiveness? How did that feel? 
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