
Bel Air United Methodist Church                               
5th Sunday after the Epiphany – February 4, 2024 – 9:15 AM 
 

 

Prelude                                                                                                                      Jeff Beyers, Organist 
 
Welcome & Ministry Opportunities 
 
Scout Sunday Flag Presentation                 Troop 777 
 
Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 62) 

Let us be still before God our Creator.  
God alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall never be shaken. 
Let us be still before God our Creator. Our hope is in him.  
God alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken.  
I will trust in him at all times.  He is my refuge and strength.  
Let us worship our Creator God. Amen.  

 
Opening Hymn*                                    Holy, Holy, Holy!                                                           UMH 64 

 

Opening Prayer*  
Gracious God, as we gather together in this holy time and space, we ask that you would 
draw near to us.  We ask that you might open our hearts and minds to receive your 
word, and to see your glory revealed to us through your Son, our Lord, Christ Jesus our 
Savior. Amen.  

 
Affirmation of Faith*                         The Apostles’ Creed                                                      UMH 881 
 
Gloria Patri*                                       Glory Be to the Father                                                     UMH 71 
 
Special Music                                             Chancel Choir 
                                             Directed by Dave Tramontana 
 
Moment for Ministry                               Creation Care                                                Sheryl Pedrick 
 
Prayer of Confession                                                                                                      Janet Newberry 
 
Silent Prayer  
 
Words of Assurance (Psalm 27: 1) 



The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?   
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Amen.  

 
The Peace 
     The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you always. And also, with you. Amen.  
 
Scripture Reading                             Acts 16:25-34 
           
Hymn Response*                  And Can it Be that I Should Gain                                          UMH 363 
 
Sermon                                       “Paul and Silas in Philippi ”                          Rev. Byron E. Brought 
 
Offering 

This moment of reflection is an opportunity to consider your response to God. 
How will you demonstrate your love for God? How will you give of your time, 
your talents, and your treasures? Please consider giving electronically; ask us 
how. Thank you.  

 
Doxology*                  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                       UMH 95 
 

Prayer of Dedication* (Unison)    
God of new life, out of the abundance of our lives we offer these gifts to you. 
Through your blessing and our willingness to share, may these offerings become a 
source for hope and love in this church family, and in the community beyond us, in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Communion & The Lord’s Prayer                    
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Hymn*                                              I Come with Joy                                                              UMH 617 
 
Benediction & Sending Forth 
 

 
 

 
Welcome Boy Scouts! 
Troop 777 has been an active part of the community for 71 years, since 1953. They are 
among the many ministries and missions of our church. This troop is scout-led and meets 
at BAUMC on Monday nights. They conduct monthly camping trips and annually attend 



summer camp and at least one high adventure trip. Throughout, their focus has been on 
skills and service. Interested boys aged 10-17 are invited to visit a meeting and consider 
joining. 
 
Hospitality Sermon Series  

January 14 – Old Testament Hospitality – Abraham and Sarah – Genesis 18:1-10 
January 21 – Rahab - Joshua 2    
January 28 – New Testament Hospitality – Acts 4:32-35  
February 4 – Paul and Silas in Philippi – Acts 16:25-34 
February 11 – Who Is Invited? – Parable of the Great Supper – Luke 14:15-24 

 
Habitat for Humanity/VIM Soup Sale –The Super Bowl is almost here, and Habitat/VIM 
will be selling soup on Sunday, February 11th.  We will have MD Crab, Chicken Corn, and 
Shrimp Bisque. Prices will be $12-14.  
 
Baptism Blessing – Congratulations to Daniel and Brianna Ditch. Their daughter, Isabella, was 
baptized at the church yesterday, February 3rd.  
 
Zimbabwe Mission Update – Our medical clinic in Munyarari, Zimbabwe has been 
renovated. Dave Talbot, Jim Piccione, and Byron Brought will be traveling there toward 
the end of February to help participate in the clinic dedication and the worship service. 
Give thanks to God for blessing this project and seeing it to completion.  
 
Creation Care Team Winter Hike for Today is Canceled. 
 
Memorial Service for Joe Schruefer – Saturday, February 10th. Visitation at 10:00 am, 
service at 11:00, luncheon to follow in Room 202. 
 

Short Film Fest & Chili Cook-off - Sunday, March 3 / 10:30 - 12:15, presented by the 
Creation Care Team. Come celebrate nature and God's wonderful world through a time 
of fellowship, fun and learning. View a dozen short films ranging from 1 to 15 minutes 
which present themes that are educational, humorous, heart-warming, adventurous, 
beautiful and inspiring. Enjoy chili provided by guest chefs during the intermission. Free 
and open to all. For questions and/or interest in being a guest chef or judge, contact 
Sheryl Pedrick at sherylpedrick@hotmail.com. 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner – Tuesday, February 13, 5-7 pm, in McComas Hall  
 
Lent Begins February 14th, Ash Wednesday – Service at 7pm in our Main Sanctuary 
Please come as you are. No need to get dressed up unless you want to.  
 

mailto:sherylpedrick@hotmail.com


Lenten Bible Study – Soup and Study, Wednesdays from 5:45-7ish pm, in Room 202, 
begins February 21st. We’ll be following the book, The Third Day, by Tom Berlin.  You may 
order a book through the sign-up sheets at the Welcome Desk.  
 
Lenten All-Church Family Worship at Mt. Camel – 2 pm Sundays during Lent beginning 
February 18th.  
 
Annual Stewardship Campaign is here! Time to embrace our M&Ms! Each year we 
celebrate our M&Ms, our Ministries and Missions. Each year we give thanks to God that 
we can provide for our congregation, our community, and our world. We invite you to 
return the pledge cards at your earliest convenience. Thank you for your kindness and 
faithful generosity.  
 

 
 

Bel Air United Methodist Church, 21 Linwood Ave., Bel Air, MD 21014 
410-838-5181 • <belairumc.org> 

 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy!     
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. Holy, 

holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, God in three persons, blessed Trinity!  

 

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, casting down their golden crowns around the glassy 

sea; cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, which wert, and art, and evermore 

shall be.  

 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, though the eye of sinful man thy glory may 

not see, only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, perfect in power, in love and purity.  

 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and 

sea. Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, God in three persons, blessed Trinity. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father, Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 



church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Glory Be to the Father  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 
And Can it Be that I Should Gain  
And can it be that I should gain an interest in the Savior’s blood! Died he for me? Who 
caused his pain! For me? Who him to death pursued? Amazing love! How can it be that 
thou, my God, shouldst die for me? Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God, shouldst 
die for me?  
 
‘Tis mystery all: th’Immortal dies! Who can explore his strange design? In vain the firstborn 
seraph tries to sound the depths of love divine. ‘Tis mercy all! Let earth adore; let angel 
minds inquire no more. ‘Tis mercy all! Let earth adore; let angel minds inquire no more.  
 
He left his Father’s throne above (so free, so infinite his grace!), emptied himself of all  
but love, and bled for Adam’s helpless race. ‘Tis mercy all, immense and free, for O my God, 
it found out me! ‘Tis mercy all, immense and free, for O my God, it found out me!  
 
Long my imprisoned spirit lay, fast bound in sin and nature’s night; thine eye diffused a 
quickening ray; I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; my chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed thee. My chains fell off, my heart was free, I rose, went 
forth, and followed thee.  
 
No condemnation now I dread; Jesus, and all in him, is mine; alive in him, my living Head, 
and clothed in righteousness divine, bold I approach th’eternal throne, and claim the crown, 
through Christ my own. Bold I approach th’eternal throne, and claim the crown, through 
Christ my own. 
 
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him 
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
I Come with Joy 
I come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved and free, in awe and wonder to recall his 
life laid down for me, his life laid down for me.  
 
I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed, the new community of love in 
Christ’s communion bread, in Christ’s communion bread.  



 
As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each proud division ends. The love that made us 
makes us one, and strangers now are friends, and strangers now are friends.  
 
And thus with joy we meet our Lord. His presence, always near, is in such friendship better 
known; we see and  praise him here, we see and praise him here.  
 
Together met, together bound, we’ll go our different ways, and as his people in the world, 
we’ll live and speak his praise, we’ll live and speak his praise. 
                                                               
 
 
                                       
                                          
                                                    
 

                                                      

                                                 


