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Message from the Pastor

In February, UM church delegates from around the world will be gathering in St. 
Louis, MO for a 2019 Special Session of the General Conference of the United 
Methodist Church (February 23-26)  The purpose of this gathering will be to vote 
on how The United Methodist Church will include, or not include, LGBTQ persons 
who want to get married or be ordained within the denomination.  Currently, The 
United Methodist Church does not allow for either.  

How might this affect you?  BAUMC?  Possibly, not at all.  It's possible, and 
perhaps even likely, that there will be no changes to our current church laws.  
(If I was allowed to gamble, that would be my bet - but UMs are not allowed to 
gamble; I hope that you know that already.  )

It's also possible that there could be a change.  The plan that has received the 
most support from our Council of Bishops is called the One Church Plan.  In 
simplest terms, the One Church Plan is a compromise.  It allows individual 
churches to decide for themselves what to do.  So some churches will vote to 
allow same-sex marriages.  Some will not.  

Why is this an issue at all?  The Bible is clear!  Well, I would contend that biblical 
interpretation is never as easy as one might first suppose.  I'm planning a Bible 
study (along with a couple of information sessions) in January and February that 
will help you make a more informed decision.  I hope that you'll consider coming.  
If your mind is already made up, and you refuse to allow God to have anything 
more to say, then you won't get anything out of this study.  If you're willing to 
listen with an open mind, then you might benefit a lot, and find that scripture 
takes on a whole new meaning.  As John Wesley once said, quoting scripture, "If 
your heart is as my heart, lend me your hand."  

In the meantime, if you would like to ask a question, or share your thoughts, with 
the delegates from The Baltimore-Washington Conference, who will be voting on 
the various plans, you can find their emails on our conference webpage http://
www.bwcumc.org/.  Click on Resources, and then click on Commission on a Way 
Forward. 

As always, thank you for your faithfulness to God through our church family!

Grace and peace,
Byron

Sunday Worship 
Services

Bel Air UMC 
(21 Linwood Avenue)

Sanctuary
8:00 & 9:20 AM ~ Traditional

McComas Hall 
9:20 AM ~ “Ignite” Worship

11:00 AM ~  Contemporary 

Mt. Carmel Chapel  
(Wheel  &  Old Emmorton Rds)
5:00 PM ~ Traditional

Sunday 
Christian Learning 

Bel Air UMC 
(21 Linwood Avenue)

C4 Kids
9:20 AM  Infants-Grade 5 

Adult Christian Learning
9:20 AM

mailto:info@baumc.com
www.belairumc.org


 JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2019

Dear BAUMC Members, Guests and Friends,     December 2018

2018 has been a good year for Bel Air UMC. Through the generosity of folks like you we have been able 
to accomplish a lot. Our missions and ministries have helped many people in our community, our country 
and overseas as well. We have been steadily working to complete the projects in our capital campaign. We 
have been able to stay on top of critical facility maintenance issues and also to implement some cost saving 
upgrades and improvements. As the year comes to a close, we are also working to build a handicapped 
accessible ramp for the entrance of Mount Carmel Chapel. 

All these things are only possible through your generous gifts. We rely on the generosity of folks like you to 
continue to help fund our missions and ministries and to improve the environment in which we worship.

There are numerous ways that you can support all that BAUMC is doing to “Love as Jesus Loves.” Your gifts can 
be made through envelope giving each Sunday, through several different means of electronic giving so your 
presents are not dependent on your presence. Filling out and turning in a pledge card helps us to better know 
what to expect when setting our budget. 

For our seniors, there is now a way to make a donation to the church and save money at the same time. If 
you are over 70½ and find yourself having to make Required Minimum Distributions (RMD) from your IRA, 
by designating your RMD as a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) you can donate some or all of the 
distribution to an approved charitable organization and it will not be taxed or counted against your gross 
income.

The deductions from your IRA can be pre-set on a monthly or quarterly basis or other schedule as you desire. 
Because you are contributing directly to BAUMC from your IRA, your contributions will not be counted against 
your gross income, therefore, reducing your State and Federal Taxes. So, you’ll be reducing the amount of 
income taxes and contributing to your church with your direct gift from your IRA all in a single transaction.

Qualified Charitable Distribution:
A QCD is generally a non-taxable distribution made from an IRA account to an organization described in 
Internal Revenue Code (“Code”) 170(b) (1) (a) [other than any organization described in 509 (a)(3) or any 
fund or account described in 4966(d)(2)] that you would have otherwise been able to take a tax deduction for 
making the contribution.
• The IRA owner must be exactly age 70 ½ or older at the time of the distribution including Inherited   
 IRAs.
• The QCD can satisfy all or part of the required minimum distribution (RMD) from the IRA account (up to  
 $100,000 per year may be excluded from income).
• The QCD will not be subject to Federal Income Tax.
• A QCD will be made payable to the charitable organization and mailed to the IRA owner’s address.

Please contact your IRA administrator and tell them you want to contribute your gift directly to BAUMC. Many 
thanks for your consideration and your gifts to BAUMC.

Proverbs 3:9 “Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your crops”.

Peace and Blessings, Bill Uebersax, Finance Chairman
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Bel Air United Methodist Church
Year-End Charitable Giving

Consider the Possibilities! A year-end gift can ...
 � Be a great way to enhance the ministries and 

missions of our church!
 � Demonstrate your love for God, through Jesus 

Christ.
 � Demonstrate your belief in the mission of our 

church: 
LOVE GOD, LOVE ONE ANOTHER AND MAKE 
DISCIPLES FOR JESUS CHRIST

 � Provide you with a feeling of personal 
satisfaction.

 � Provide you with great tax benefits.
 � Provide you with Charitable Contribution 

Deductions.
 � Help eliminate capital gains tax. 
 � Potential future estate tax savings.

When should you give? What should you give?

Gifts of Securities - One possibility is a gift of stock 
that has grown in value and you have held for 
more than one year. You still receive a charitable 
deduction for the donation of these assets. It's 
based on the fair market value on the date of the 
gift. AND there's a bonus-you avoid all federal 
capital gains tax that would otherwise be due on a 
sale of the assets. Our unique partnership with the 
Mid-Atlantic United Methodist Foundation gives 
you the opportunity to transact this gift at no cost.

For more information, on this or on how to 
complete a transfer, 

Call Tracy Brown at the foundation's office: 
484-762-8211 or email

tracybrown@midatlanticfoundation.org

Thank you for considering a gift to 
Bel Air United Methodist Church.

If you need further help or information, contact
Tony Ciampaglio, our BAUMC Church 

Administrator, 410-838-5181, or 
ciampagliot@baumc.com.

Get Free Tax Assistance at BAUMC with 

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide will be offering free 
tax preparation assistance beginning February 1st 
through April 12th on Friday mornings at BAUMC 
in room 202. Since 1968 Tax-Aide has helped 50 
million low- and moderate-income taxpayers. You 
don’t have to be an AARP member, and there’s no 
age requirement to get tax help from IRS-certified 
volunteers. AARP Foundation Tax-Aide volunteers 
are trained and IRS-certified each year to ensure 
they know about and understand the latest 
changes to the U.S. Tax Code.  

“During tax season, stress levels, for many of us, 
tend to run north of calm. This free program, 
which is open to everyone, is one big way we help 
to alleviate that pressure,” said Louis Davis, Jr., 
AARP DC State Director. “And with the myriad of 
filing changes taking effect this year, it’s critical 
that everyone, especially our seniors, get what 
they need to file appropriately and get the most 
back from their taxes. 

The AARP tax preparation is done by 
appointment only. You can make an appointment 
starting on January 28th by calling 410-638-3425.



 What’s the Buzz?      Annual Camp-In
Calling all campers! February 1 – 2nd from 7 p.m. till 8 a.m. in McComas Hall…
ALL night. Bring your tent, flashlight, jammies because there will be snacks, 
crafts, wild dancing, scavenger hunt, toothbrush liturgy, movie, pancakes 
in the morning and MORE!  All ages (preschool through elementary) are 
welcome accompanied by an adult. This is such a fun night for all generations.

 Game On! Is our theme for January and February in Sunday School. We will 
look at a bunch of sports and see how God would like us to play the game on 

and off the field. Come join BAUMC C4 Kids Ministry for the kick-off of our new 
series of lessons from God. 

CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 

2018 Children’s Christmas Musical



SPECIAL EVENTS

YOUTH MINISTRY JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2019

Sunday, January 6, 13, 20, 27, February 3, 10, 17, 24
AMPed (Grades 6-8)      
9:20 - 10:30 am   Youth Center 
AMPed is a Sunday School open to all 6th to 8th 
grade middle school students. AMPed is taught by 
Kristien Foss, Barrett and Jane Russell. Students will 
stay in worship with their families on 5th Sundays.

Sunday, January 6, 13, 20 and 27, February 24
Youth Group 
6 - 8 pm     McComas Hall 
Sunday nights include fellowship, fun, games, 
friends, worship and learning about our faith. In 
January, we will begin a new series about “Following 
Jesus”.

Sunday, January 20 and 27, February 24
Confirmation 
6 - 8 pm      McComas Hall
Confirmation classes begin on January 20. Topics 
for January and February include: Creation, Sin, 
Redemption and the Holy Spirit.

Weekly Events

Pizza Party!
February 17         6-8 pm Youth Center
Join us for some great pizza and fun fellowship. 
Youth can bring a snack, dessert or drinks to 
share.
 
Trip to Ski Roundtop
February 23         
Meet at church at 8 am, return around 8 pm
Parents and youth are invited to join us for a day 
of skiing and snowboarding at Roundtop! Meet at 
church at 8am. Pack lunch and bring money for a 
dinner stop on the way home. There are several 
options for youth/parents who want to attend. 
Please visit: http://www.skiroundtop.com/pass-
card-comparison to see which is the best option. 
If we have at least 15 people sign up with a $20 
deposit by February 5, we can get a group rate 
and prices will drop between $13-38 depending 
on options chosen. We can also add meals with 
the group rate for $10 per person.
 
Learn to Ski/Snowboard $100 (limited slope 
access, includes rentals)
All Mountain Ski/Snowboard $121 (includes all 
open slope access and rentals)
Lift Only $73 (you provide your own gear)
 
Sign up through the “MyChurch account” or 
contact Ashley or Gina.

2019 Mission Trip to Carolina Cross Connection
July 6-13, 2019
North Carolina

Back by popular demand, join us in North Carolina!  
Space is limited to 25, so sign up ASAP!

Total cost will be $300

Winning team from sled racing Carolers with Marge Heuman



The “Pay It Forward Scholarship Endowment” 
provides funding for individuals seeking education 
beyond high school. This includes traditional higher 
education, trade school, apprenticeships, or job 
training/retraining/certifications. Applicants may 
be:
o high school graduates;
o GED completers;
o individuals currently in the workforce;
o unemployed individuals.

While the items listed below are not requirements, 
preference will be given to:
o Individuals attending Bel Air United 
Methodist Church.
o Individuals unable to continue schooling 
without financial assistance.
o Individuals committed to attending a local 
community college, trade school or apprenticeship 
program.

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED BY THE 
BALTIMORE WASHINGTON CONFERENCE

The Baltimore-Washington Conference is offering 
college scholarships for the Fall 2019 semester. 
Application criteria include:
• Active member of The United Methodist 
Church for at least one year. (Membership 
is determined by the date the applicant was 
confirmed and took membership vows with a 
United Methodist church.)
• Attending (or will attend) an accredited 
college or university within the United States full-
time.
• Minimum GPA of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale.

The online application must be submitted between 
January 3 – March 7.
For additional information and to apply, visit 
the Baltimore-Washington Scholarship page 
(application link at the bottom of the page):
www.bwcumc.org/administration/local-church-
resources/scholarships/.

BAUMC Church Involvement Scholarship 
(for graduating high school seniors)

The Bel Air United Methodist Church Involvement 
College Scholarship is offered to high school 
seniors who are members of the church and 
who will be entering the first year of college in 
Fall 2019. This scholarship award originated in 
1980 through a gift from Ben and Rachel Tobin; 
the scholarship continues today as a memorial 
scholarship. Over the years, many members and 
friends of BAUMC have added to the Tobin's 
original gift allowing the awarding of scholarships 
each spring.

Applications for the BAUMC Church Involvement 
College Scholarship will be available in late 
January. Watch for announcements in the 
e-Spire and bulletin for the date the scholarship 
application is available. 

Applicants do not have to have stellar academic 
records, but must demonstrate a determination to 
attain further education/training.

The Pay It Forward Scholarship is a renewable 
scholarship. Successful applicant(s) will be 
encouraged to apply for renewal and must show 
evidence of successful progress in working to 
complete his/her program.

Recipients of the scholarship are encouraged to 
financially support the program once established in 
their careers.

Applications for the Pay It Forward Scholarship 
will be available in late January. Watch for 
announcements in the e-Spire and bulletin for the 
date the scholarship application is available.

Both the BAUMC Church Involvement Scholarship 
and the Pay It Forward Scholarship are administered 
by the BAUMC Scholarship Committee Team. For 
further information on these scholarships, contact 
Carol Sherman (cwsherm@verizon.net).

BAUMC Church Pay It Forward Scholarship

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED BY BEL AIR UNITED METHODIST CHURCH



ADULT DISCIPLESHIP JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2019

BAUMC MEMBERSHIP CLASS - January 23, 30 and February 6 in Room 202, 7 pm - 9 pm                          
Leader - Al Conway
Membership to a church is an important step in our spiritual growth and journey together.  In joining the 
church, we affirm our love for Christ and express our desire to worship, serve, and grow in connection with 
others.  If you have been attending Bel Air United Methodist Church for a while and would like to explore 
membership, this three-evening class will help you decide about membership.  The class includes an 
overview of basic Christian beliefs and the United Methodist tradition, the mission, and core values of our 
church, seven traits for being disciples of Jesus, good conversation, and lots more.   To register, please go to 
www.belairumc.org and click on NEW MEMBER CLASS   
ON-GOING CLASSES

Sunday 07:30 AM
Room 115

John Packard Memorial Men’s Bible Study -  
Men of all ages come together to study God’s 
Word                                                                                                                 

Doug Dorer

Sunday 09:20 AM 
Library

Walking With God -  Biblical & topical studies 
are discussed challenging us to live as God’s 
people in an ever-changing world

Mark Coughlin

Monday 09:30-11:00 AM 
Library

Monday Morning Bible Study - Participants 
come together in fellowship and study of 
God’s Word as they grow in faith together

Sandy Gorrell & Betty 
Myers

Monday 7:00-9:00 PM 
Room 115

Women’s Bible Study -  Women of all ages 
meet to study selected Bible topics while 
enjoying a time of fellowship together

Libby Horn

Wednesday 10:00-11:15 AM
Library

UMW Bible Study -  Sponsored by the United 
Methodist Women, the participants enjoy a 
time of study and fellowship and welcome 
men to join them!

Pastor Deb

Wednesday 
(3rd Wed)

10:00 AM
BAUMC Parlor

UMW Esther Circle - Women of all ages meet 
to study and serve together.

Thursday 
(1st Thurs)

10:00 AM 
Library

UMW Mary Martha Circle - Women of all ages 
meet to study and serve together.

Friday 06:30 AM 
Room 202

Friday Morning Bible Study - This men’s group 
has early risers who meet to start their day in 
God’s Word

Dave Walker

http://new1.belairumc.org/new-member-registration-form/


JANUARY/FEBRUARY MILESTONES 

We Welcome into the Community of Faith Through Baptism

Franklin Leroy Lewis 
Son of Jesse Lewis and Elizabeth Taylor

Wynn Charlotte Brueggemann
Daughter of Charles and Kristen Brueggemann

We are pleased to celebrate the birthdates of those who are 
at least 80 years young!

Happy  Birthday

Happy  Anniversary

01/07 - Darnell King
01/08 - Vince Mazziott
01/09 - Gary Sanders
01/11 - Kitty Letsch
01/11 - Joe Schruefer 
01/19 - Ruth Winaker
01/20 - Bev Gladkowski
01/21 - Bill Groseclose
01/22 - Mary Jane Neal 
01/24 - Ed Townsley 
01/25 - Edith Steiger
01/28 - Nancy Paris
01/30 - Kenneth Wright 
01/31 - Marge Heuman 

02/01 - Wilson Gorrell
02/02 - Elaine Wilkinson 
02/03 - Albert Dukes 
02/04 - Dorothy Bell
02/09 - Patricia Mikkonen 
02/11 - Dorothy Burns 
02/12 - Johnnie Albizo 
02/20 - Ernestine Aberle
02/22 - Sandy Hainley
02/22 - Nancy Hanna 
02/24 - Sarah Bowman 
02/24 - Lynn King
02/24 - Fletcher Ward

Johnnie & Dot Albizo who will celebrate their 60th 
anniversary on 01/09.

Carole & Frank Parks who will celebrate their 58th 
anniversary on 01/25.

We are pleased to celebrate anniversaries of those who 
have travelled more than 50 years in marriage together!

Bel Air UMC Directory

Did you just join the church?  Did you miss the 
photo shoot?  Did you have a baby?  Did  you just 
get married? Do you just want an updated photo 
of the family?

Well if you said yes to any of these questions, we 
can arrange a one day photo shoot to update the 
church directory and you can receive a free, yes 
I said FREE, 8 x 10 photo.  What’s the catch?  In 
order to do this “Update Photo Session,” we will 
need a minimum of 20 families, then we can set-
up an appointment.  If you are interested please 
contact Gina Rose at roseg@baumc.com.



Monday, January 7 and February 4
6:30 pm Russian Outreach Committee Parlor

Wednesday, January 9
6:30 pm Tiny Tots & CCC Board Meeting Byron’s Ofc

Monday, January 14 and  February 11
7:00 pm Board of Trustees  Library
 (2nd Monday of the Month)
7:00 pm Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
 (2nd Monday of the Month) Byron’s Office

RECURRING WEEKLY EVENTS 

Monday
9:00 am Pass It On Ministry 
9:30 am  Monday Morning Bible Study (L)
9:30 am Friendship Garden Club (202) - 2nd Monday
10:30 am Communion @ Brightview - 2nd Monday
6:30 pm Boy Scout Troop 777 (M, 103) or (CR 101,
 103 when McComas is not available)
6:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 2 (Room 127)
6:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 340 (125)
7:00 pm Monday Night Women’s Bible Study (115)

Tuesday
2:00 PM Communion @ Forest Hill Health & Rehab
 2nd Tuesday
3:00 PM Communion @ Bel Air Health & Rehab
 2nd Tuesday
7:00 pm AA / Sisters of Sobriety   (127)
7:00 pm GriefShare (115) Starting on Feb 5

Wednesday
10:00 am Wednesday Morning Bible Study (L)
10:00 am  Esther Circle - 3rd Wednesday (Parlor)
11:30 am  Manna House Soup Kitchen (M)
1:00 pm Prayer Shawl Ministry (P)  (1st Wednesday) 
6:00 pm AA - District 28 Meeting 3rd Wednesday (202)
6:30 pm Evening Prayer Meeting in the Prayer Chapel
6:30 pm Grandparent Support Group  2nd  Wednesday  
 (Room 202)
6:30 pm Hand Bell Choir Rehearsal (Rm 130)
 NO rehearsals in July & August
6:15 pm Faith Under Fire Rehearsal (M-Stage)
6:30 pm Divorce Care    Room 115 Starting on Jan 23 
7:00 pm Venture Crew 777  as scheduled  (Library)
7:00 pm NAMI/National Alliance on Mental Illness
 (127)    (1st & 3rd Wed)
7:00 pm Food Allergy Support Group (202) 
 1st Wednesday Feb / Jun / Nov

7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (AR 103)
 NO rehearsals in July & August
7:30 pm NA/Free At Last (CR 101)

Thursday
10:00 am Mary Martha Circle (L)  (1st Thursday)
6:30 pm TOPS Chapter 412 (Parlor)
6:30 pm Kingdom Affect Youth Band Practice (YC)
7:00 pm Cub Scout Troop 777 (M, Classrooms)
7:00 pm Bible Study Fellowship (202)
7:30 pm AA / Came to Believe (CR 101)
8:00 pm 11am Worship Team Band (M-Stage)
 7pm if the Cub Scouts is not in McComas Hall

Friday
6:30 am Friday Morning Bible Study (Library)
8:00am AARP Tax Consultants (202)
8:00 am  GAIN Meeting  (CR 101) 2nd Friday 
 NO meetings in July & August

Sunday
7:30 am  John Packard Men’s Bible Study (115)
8:30 am  Chancel Choir Rehearsal (AR 103)
9:00 am  Morning Fellowship (202)
9:20 am  AMPed—6th & 7th Graders (YC)
9:20 am C4 Kids (CR 101)
9:20 am  Walking with God Class (L)
10:00 am 11am Band Rehearsal   (AR 103)
10:30 am Youth Choir Rehearsal  (AR 103)
 NO rehearsals in July & August
11:00 am Children’s Choir Musical Rehearsal (CR 101)
 NO rehearsals in July & August
4:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 904  (room 127)
6:00 pm  AA / Attraction Rather Than Promotion    
 (CR 101)
6:00 pm Sunday Night Youth/Confirmation Group 
 (M, L, YC, 202 115)

Tuesday, January 22 and February 19
7:00 pm Finance Committee Meeting 
 (3rd Monday of the Month) Byron’s Office

Monday, January 28 and February 25
7:00 pm Ad Council Meeting Library
 (4th Monday of the Month)
6:30 pm Tiny Tots Board Meeting Office Work Room

Committee Meetings



Fridays, February 1 - April 12
8:00 am - 1:00 pm     AARP Tax Consultants Room 202

Friday, February 1
7:00 pm CCC - Parents Night Out
7:30 pm - Saturday 8am Children and Family Camp In
  McComas Hall
Saturday, February 2
1:00 pm Girl Scouts McComas Hall

Wednesday, February 6
7:00 pm New Members Class Room 202
7:00 pm Food Allergy Support Group Parlor

Friday, February 8-10
Rock Retreat in Ocean City

Sunday, February 10
12:00 pm Cub Scout 777 Committee Meeting  Rm 127

Saturday, February 16
9:00 am Family Food Distribution McComas Hall 

Sunday, February 17
BOY SCOUT SUNDAY
4:00 pm Boy Scout Troop 777 - Court of Honor/Dinner
  McComas Hall
Monday, February 18
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED FOR PRESIDENT’S DAY

Tuesday, February 19
Noon  MARCH / APRIL Spire deadline 

Thursday, February 21
7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop 777 Committee Mtg 
  Library
Saturday, February 23
Youth Ski Trip
8:00 am 7 Mile Walk with Jesus Parlor
5:00 pm Cub Scout 777 - Blue & Gold
  McComas Hall
Wednesday, February 27
5:30 pm Serve Dinner @ the Welcome One Homeless 
Shelter

Thursday, February 28
9:00 am  Senior Food Distribution McComas Hall
6:30 pm FCCAU Homeless Shelter Board Meeting
  Room 115

Tuesday, January 1
CHURCH CLOSED FOR NEW YEARS

Saturday, January 5
10:00 am College Youth Group Reunion Youth Center
3:30 pm Brian Narizzano & Allison Jackovitz Wedding
  Sanctuary
Monday, January 14
9:30 am Blood Drive McComas Hall

Thursday, January 17
7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop 777 Committee Mtg 
  Library
Saturday, January 19
9:00 am Family Food Distribution McComas Hall

Sunday, January 20
12:00 pm Cub Scout 777 Committee Meeting  Rm 127
6:00 pm Confirmation Class Begins

Monday, January 21
CHURCH CLOSED FOR MARTIN LUTHER KING JR

Wednesday, January 23
7:00 pm New Members Class Room 202

Thursday, January 24
6:30 pm FCCAU Homeless Shelter Board Meeting
  Room 115
Saturday, January 26
8:00 am  7 Mile Walk with Jesus Room 115
11:00 am Cub Scout 777 - Pinewood Derby
  McComas Hall
Sunday, January 27
5:30 pm Serve Dinner @ the Welcome One Homeless 
Shelter

Monday, January 28
11:30 am NARFE Chapter #1770 CR 101

Wednesday, January 30
7:00 pm New Members Class Room 202

Thursday, January 31
9:00 am  Senior Food Distribution McComas Hall

HIGHLIGHT EVENTS 

Church Office Hours  Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 4:30 pm
Church Closed on Tuesday, January 1, Monday, January 21 

Church Office Closed on Monday, February 18



PARTICIPATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Spring session of DivorceCare will begin on 
Wednesday, January 23, at 6:30 pm in room 
115.  DivorceCare is a 13 week video based class 
and support group for those from our church 
and community experiencing the pain and other 
challenges of separation and divorce.  Additional 
details can be found at the DivorceCare web site, 
www.divorcecare.org, or by calling the Church 
office 410-838-5181. 

GriefShare (our weekly grief support group) will 
begin our next 13-week session on Tuesdays, 
February 5 from 7:00–9:00 pm in room 115.  If you 
or someone you know is grieving the death of a 
loved one, we invite you to become part of the next 
group.  

Were you aware that Bel Air United Methodist Church is an Amazon Smile Charity?  

We are eligible to receive a donation simply because you shop on AmazonSmile.com.  Shopping on 
AmazonSmile is exactly the same as shopping on Amazon--it simply allows for charitable donations.  Here 
is the link:  https://smile.amazon.com (click on “Learn More About Amazon Smile” for details).  Of course, 
when asked for a charity selection, Bel Air United Methodist Church is our favorite choice!

BAUMC Safety & Security Ministry

The BAUMC Safety & Security Team is continuing to work to provide a safe and secure place for all 
to worship, to fellowship with one another and for our children to learn of God’s love. The team is 
currently looking for additional volunteers to help with this ministry. You do not have to commit to 
being available every Sunday, you can serve as your schedule allows. If you have experience, current 
or retired, as a nurse, EMT, law enforcement, fire, military or just someone interested in serving in 
this important ministry please contact kyle.torster@gmail.com for additional information. We will be 
scheduling training sessions for early February.



MY CHURCH ACCOUNT JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2019

My Church Account provides our members 
24/7 access to their membership information.  All 
members who wish to access their information can 
create a login.  This information is NOT available to 
the public; only connected members may access 
their own data.  This system is known as Access 
ACS and can be accessed through a website or a 
mobile app.

Once you register, you can:

• Make a change request on your personal 
information

• View your financial records
• Set-up online giving
• View the church calendar for meetings & 

events
• Register for events
• Volunteer

Download the ChurchLife 
mobile app! 

Step 1:  Search Churchlife in the app  
 store
Step 2: Download the free app and sign in
Step 3: Click the menu icon to see Your Group, to   
 register for an event, to give, or see    
 the church’s calendar.  

Did you set-up your EFT with our new 
account number?

or
Do you want to set-up a recurring gift?

Since we have a new VANCO (our EFT company) 
account number, we have to transfer your banking 
information from the old account to the new 
account # AAC103056. 

Please go to My Church and simply log in to get 
started. After logging in, you can set-up your 
recurring gifts or complete an EFT Form and return 
to the church office.

Please contact Penny at rivenburgp@baumc.
com or Lisa at wolfl@baumc.com to cancel the 
old transaction or if you need help creating your 
account and/or recurring gifts.

Create an Online Account

With an account, you can manage your giving as 
recurring and one-time donations.

Step 1: Go to www.belairumc.org and click My  
 Church Account
Step 2: Click on Need a login?  Click here
Step 3: Type in your e-mail address; first name;  
 last name; then click find me
Step 4: Check your e-mail for an account   
 verification message from us. If you do  
 not see one, please check your spam  
 folder.
Step 5: Click the link in the verification e-mail to  
 create a password for your Access ACS  
 account. You can now sign in at any time  
 with your e-mail and the password you  
 created.
   

PLEASE NOTE THE ACCOUNT VERIFICATION 
LINK EXPIRES IN 24 HOURS, SO BE SURE TO 
COMPLETE ALL FIVE STEPS. 

Text to Give

Step 1: Text Give2BAUMC and AMOUNT to 73256.
Step 2: Click the link you receive in your text message  
 response
Step 3: Follow the prompts to give.
  
TEXT GIVING EVEN SAVES YOUR PAYMENT METHOD 
SO YOU CAN QUICKLY GIVE AGAIN.

http://new1.belairumc.org/my-church-account/
http://new1.belairumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/EFT-FORM.pdf
mailto:buranenp%40baumc.com
mailto:buranenp%40baumc.com


  

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED – Friday, March 22 - We are 
looking for volunteers to host members of Lebanon 
Valley College Choir on Friday, March 22 for one 
night.  The group will be performing here at BAUMC 
that night (Save That Date!).  
 
The group will be arriving at the church on Friday, 
March 22.  We will feed them at 6pm, after their 
rehearsal, and prior to their concert performance at 
7 pm.  Host families will attend the concert and take 
the singers home afterward (approximately 8:30pm).  
Families will return the singers to church on Saturday 
morning, March 23, by 8:30/9 am. 

Please sign up by contacting Lisa at 410-838-5181 x11 
or wolfl@baumc.com.  Let’s give a warm welcome 
and support the Lebanon Valley College Choir!!

HIGHLIGHT EVENTS 

Volunteers in Mission (VIM)
Soup Sale - February 3

VIM will be selling soup on Super Bowl Sunday, 
February 3, between services.

Thank you to the Prayer Shawl Ministry for 
making these beautiful prayer squares.

**********************************************************************************
Toy Workshop thanks all who donated, who volunteered and who came to shop for
the adopt-a-child families.  I wish  you all could hear the enthusiasm and appreciation of
of the early head start, head start and other school teachers, social service workers, infants
and toddlers teachers and many more.  You would hear them choose for the interest of the
child and for the program themes throughout the year.  We are helping the parents and those
who  work with our children as well as providing gifts for the children.  Thanks also for the 
patience of all as we use McComas Hall for our elves and our shop.

*******************************************************************

Kudos to Cheryl  Firth who  coordinated our sold-out trip to see The First Noel at 
the American Music Theater.  Another trip is being planned to attend the Dutch 
Apple Dinner Theater in Lancaster, PA, for either late March or early April so stay 
tuned.  
Hope to see you in the spring!
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“I learned a lot as a Tiny Tot!” 
      Registration begins in January for the 2019-20 school year *

Tiny Tot School is an outreach program of BAUMC offering preschool classes for 2-5 year olds. 
Our programs focus on socialization and readiness skills while introducing children to the joys of 
learning in a classroom setting. The curriculum includes literature, language and math concepts, 
science exploration, creative art experiences, music and movement, fine motor skills, Chapel Time 
and much more.   

Preschool Prep
Wednesdays, 11:45 - 1:00 PM

January 30th - March 20th
8 week session for $125

Two and three year old children and their caregivers participate together in this class. These 
soon to be preschoolers along with a parent, grandparent, or another adult, will enjoy interactive 
stories, creative art experiences, music and movement activities and playful exploration.  This is 
a special time for socialization and exploration while developing a comfort level within the school 
setting.  Space is limited.  To sign up, contact the office at Tiny Tot School.  Please note:  Children in 
this class must have turned two years old by September 1, 2018.

For more information visit our website (tinytotsbelair.com) 
and facebook page (Tiny Tot School).

Phone: 410-838-6399          E-mail:   tinytots@baumc.com

Please welcome Leah Clague, Finance Committe, Chairperson!

Thank you, Bill Uebersax for being one of our 2018 Council Members. Your dedication to the Bel Air 
United Methodist Church has been appreciated very much!

A special thanks to all of our Council members who are continuing their dedication for another year!



INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY

The intent of this policy is to ensure the safety of BAUMC’s guests, visitors, 
members, volunteers and staff and to provide for effective communications 

regarding programs and activities during severe or hazardous weather. 

Monday – Friday Weekdays:
If Harford County Public Schools are closed all day due to inclement weather all church 
programs and activities will be canceled.
If there is a school opening delay all church programs and activities scheduled during the delay 
will be canceled. Any programs scheduled after the delay will be held as planned.
If possible, the church office will be open.

Evenings and Weekends:
In the event schools close early or cancel weekday evening activities please check the BAUMC 
web site, Face Book page or call the office for the latest information.
For weekend activities please check the BAUMC web site, Face Book page or call the office for 
the latest information.

Sunday Worship Services:
Sunday worship services are generally not cancelled, however, in the event of severe weather 
please check the BAUMC web site, Facebook page or call the office for the latest information.

The fastest way to get weather closing information is through social media sites and by opting in you texting 
service. Click on belairumc.org/?page_id=3434 to Opt In or check Bel Air UMC social media sites, Facebook or 
www.belairumc.org for the most current updates on church. (If you have a Facebook, “like” us and “follow” us 
to get the most up-to-date information.)
 
In some cases, emergency messages such as weather closings will be broadcast through phone text and 
voice messages. Because of high volume of traffic through phone carriers, these messages are often delayed. 
Therefore, we encourage you to check social media sites and websites for the most updated information.
 
You can also go to http://www.wbaltv.com/weather/closings.



The e-Spire, a weekly update of information, 
devotions, upcoming events and activities is 
distributed via e-mail. If you would like to 
receive the e-Spire, please send your e-mail 
address to wolfl@baumc.com.  

CONFERENCE STAFF

Bishop - Rev. LaTrelle Miller Easterling
District Superintendent - Rev. Ann Laprade

BEL AIR UMC STAFF 
Lead Pastor - Rev. Byron E. Brought
Associate Pastor - Rev. L. Lynn Boyd
Director of Children & Family Ministries -
Rev. Deb Lampton 
Director of Youth Ministry - Ashley Sanders
Director of Music/Chancel Choir Director - 
David Tramontana
Church Administrator - Tony Ciampaglio
Bookkeeper - Penny Rivenburg
Administrative/Congregational Care Asst. - 
Debbie Atteberry
Administrative Specialist - Lisa Wong Wolf
Administrative & Youth Ministry Assistant - 
Gina Rose
Facilities & Maintenance Manager - Rick 
Schulte
Hospitality Coordinator - Alice Archer
aaarcher@comcast.net
Wedding Coordinator - Cheryl Firth 

E-mail for BAUMC Staff: last name first 
initial @ baumc.com (ex:  broughtb@
baumc.com)

Current addressee or

 ª Mark Your Calendar ...  The next Blood Drive will 
be Monday, January 14.  Appointments can be 
scheduled on the sign-up sheet located across 
from the church office.  Walk-in donors are also 
welcome. SUBMISSIONS FOR DECEMBER’S 

NEWSLETTER

Do you have an event or article you’d like 
to see in MARCH/APRIL’S edition of the 
SPIRE?  Send them to wolfl@baumc.com 
and atteberryd@baumc.com by 12 noon, 
Tuesday, FEBRUARY 20TH.

If you are picking up the Spire at Church but  
would like to see the SPIRE newsletter in color, 
please send Lisa Wolf your e-mail address to  
wolfl@baumc.com or visit our web-site

www.belairumc.org 

and click on the red tab on the left labeled 
“SPIRE Newsletter.”

mailto:wolfl@baumc.com
mailto:aaarcher@comcast.net
baumc.com
mailto:broughtb@baumc.com
mailto:broughtb@baumc.com
mailto:wolfl@baumc.com
mailto:wolfl@baumc.com
www.belairumc.org

