
Bel Air United Methodist Church  
4th Sunday after the Epiphany – January 28, 2024 – 9:15 AM  
 

 

Prelude                                                                                                                     Jeff Beyers, Organist 
 
Welcome & Ministry Opportunities 
 
Opening Hymn*                       I’ll Praise My Maker While I’ve Breath                                 UMH 60 

 

Opening Prayer (Unison; Eastern Orthodox Prayer) 
We give you hearty thanks for the rest of the past night, and for the gift of a new day 
with all of its opportunities for pleasing you.  Grant that we may so pass its hours in the 
perfect freedom of your service, that at eventide we may again give thanks to you. 
Amen.  

 
Special Music                                    Chancel Choir 
                                   Directed by Dave Tramontana 
 
Moment for Ministry         Habitat/VIM Soup Sale – Super Bowl Sunday                Debbie Englar 
 
Litany for Worship (Based on Hebrews 13)                                                                        Joel Caudill 

Let mutual love continue. 
Lord, help us to love one another, as you have loved us.  
Let hospitality continue.  
Lord, help us be welcoming at all times.  
Let us visit those who need our care.  
We will visit in the prisons, and hospitals, and places of need.  
Let us be faithful in our marriages.  
Lord, help us keep our relationships holy.  
Let us live in freedom from money. Let us be content with the things that we have.  
Lord, be first in our lives, so that we don’t put other things in front of you.   
We know that you have always promised to be with us, Lord.  
You are our helper, and in you we put our complete trust. Amen.  
 

Prayer of Confession                                                                                                               
 
Silent Prayer  
 



Words of Assurance (Psalm 13: 5-6) 
   I will trust in your unfailing love; I will rejoice because you have rescued me!  
       I will sing to the Lord, because you, God, have been so good to me.   
  Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 
The Peace 
     The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you always. And also, with you. Amen.  
 
Scripture Reading                             Acts 4:32-35  
 
Hymn Response*                      Wonderful Words of Life                                                    UMH 600 
 
Sermon                                    “New Testament Hospitality”                         Rev. Byron E. Brought 
 
Offering 

This moment of reflection is an opportunity to consider your response to 
God. How will you demonstrate your love for God? How will you give of your 
time, your talents, and your treasures? Please consider giving electronically; 
ask us how. Thank you.  

 

Doxology*                  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                       UMH 95 
 
Prayer of Dedication*   

Let your favor, O LORD, be upon these gifts, that your work my prosper in this 
church, in these neighborhoods, and in the wider world around us.  Amen.  

 
Communion & The Lord’s Prayer                    
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Hymns*                                    Make us One (2X)                                                               TFWS 2224 
                                They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love                                    TFWS 2223 
 
Benediction & Sending Forth 
 
 

 
 

 

Altar flowers – The flowers on the altar are dedicated to the Glory of God.  



2023 Baptisms – There were 35 baptisms in 2023.  Many were infants, but we also celebrated 
baptisms for confirmands, youth, and not as youthful adults. Congratulations to everyone 
involved, and congratulations to our church family. Baptism is a sacred gift of God in our 
midst, God’s welcoming touch, and God’s eternal grace throughout our lifetime.  
 
Creation Care Winter Hike Canceled – Creation Care Team Hike for Sunday, February 4 
has been CANCELED. Be on the lookout for other Creation Care Team events coming 
soon.  
 

Hospitality Sermon Series  
January 14 – Old Testament Hospitality – Abraham and Sarah – Genesis 18:1-10 
January 21 – Rahab - Joshua 2    
January 28 – New Testament Hospitality – Acts 4:32-35  
February 4 – Paul and Silas in Philippi – Acts 16:31-34 
February 11 – Who Is Invited? – Parable of the Great Supper – Luke 14:15-24 

 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner – Tuesday, February 13, 5-7 pm, in McComas Hall  
 
Lent Begins February 14th, Ash Wednesday – Service at 7pm in our Main Sanctuary 
 
Lenten Bible Study – Soup and Study, Wednesdays from 6-7 pm, begins February 21st - 
following the book, The Third Day, by Tom Berlin.  
Annual Stewardship Campaign is here! Time to embrace our M&Ms! Each year we 
celebrate our M&Ms, our Ministries and Missions. Each year we give thanks to God that 
we can provide for our congregation, our community, and our world. We invite you to 
return the pledge cards at your earliest convenience. Thank you for your kindness and 
faithful generosity.  
 
Year-End Giving Statement and Pledge Cards – Your end of year giving statement, along 
with pledge cards, are available on Sunday after service in the hallway near the welcome 
desk. Please pick up your statement in an effort to save on postage.  We appreciate your 
generous donations and participation in our cost savings measures. 
 
2023 Finance and Stewardship Report 

We have so much for which to be thankful in 2023; we finished the year in the black 
financially. We gave generously to our church, paid all of our apportionments (aka - 
Mission Shares), paid all of our salaries, gave generously to designated funds, and met 
all of our financial obligations.  Our net income for 2023 was almost $24K. WOW! 
That’s unbelievably good.  Pat yourself on the back and celebrate the good things that 
God has done.  



As we move forward into the new year, please keep these things in mind: 
❖ We underspent our budget by quite a bit again in 2023.  
❖ We only had one weekend custodian throughout the summer. 
❖ Two positions no longer exist at BAUMC 
❖ We rely heavily on volunteers. Our missions and ministries wouldn’t exist 

without our ministry volunteers    
 

Goals for 2024! Keep doing the wonderful things that God has called you to do. Keep 
up the excellent mission and ministry that we’re doing and keep hoping that our 
congregation will be a warm and wonderful place to be.  We are anticipating a fairly big 
jump in our budget.  That’s mainly due to the fact that insurance costs, the cost of 
living, and the cost of maintaining our aging building has increased.  We’re doing all of 
this while we no longer have a Church Administrator or a paid maintenance 
person.  We’re relying on ministry volunteers to make that work.   
 

In the meantime, please give thanks for the outstanding work of our Finance Team led 
by Leah Clague, our Board of Trustees led by Doug McCorkle, our SPRC led by Janet 
Dorer, and our Admin. Council led by Tom and Leslie Bonomo. Let’s make 2024 a great 
year.  I know that it will be. Blessings, Byron 

 
Bel Air United Methodist Church, 21 Linwood Ave., Bel Air, MD 21014 

410-838-5181 • <belairumc.org> 
 
 
I’ll Praise My Maker While I’ve Breath 
I’ll praise my Maker while I’ve breath; and when my voice is lost in death, praise shall employ my 

nobler powers. My days of praise shall ne’er be past, while life, and thought, and being last, or 

immortality endures.  

 

Happy are they whose hopes rely on Israel’s God, who made the sky and earth and  

seas, with all their train; whose truth forever stands secure, who saves th’oppressed and feeds 

the poor, for none shall find God’s promise vain.  

 

The Lord pours eyesight on the blind; the Lord supports the fainting mind and sends the laboring 

conscience peace. God helps the stranger in distress, the widow and the fatherless, and grants the  

prisoner sweet release.  

 

I’ll praise my God who lends me breath; and when my voice is lost in death, praise shall employ 

my nobler powers. My days of praise shall ne’er be past, while life, and thought, and being last, or  

immortality endures. 



 

Wonderful Words of Life 

Sing them over again to me, wonderful words of life; let me more of their beauty see, wonderful 
words of life; words of life and beauty teach me faith and duty. Beautiful words, wonderful 
words, wonderful words of life. Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life.  
 
Christ, the blessed one, gives to all wonderful words of life; sinner, list to the loving call, 
wonderful words of life; all so freely given, wooing us to heaven. Beautiful words, wonderful 
words, wonderful words of life. Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life.  
 
Sweetly echo the gospel call, wonderful words of life; offer pardon peace to all, wonderful 
words of life; Jesus, only Savior, sanctify forever. Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful 
words of life. Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 
 
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                     
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, 
ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Make us One                                                              
Make us one, Lord, make us one; Holy Spirit, make us one. Let your love flow so the world will 
know we are one in you. Make us one, Lord, make us one; Holy Spirit, make us one. Let your 
love flow so the world will know we are one in you. 
 
 
They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love 
We are one with the Spirit, we are one in the Lord, we are one in the Spirit, we are one in the 
Lord, and we pray that all unity may one day be restored: And they’ll know we are Christians by 
our love, by our love; yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.  
 
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand, we will walk with each other, we will 
walk hand in hand, and together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land: And they’ll know 
we are Christians by our love, by our love; yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.  
 
We will work with each other, we will work side by side, we will work with each other, we will 
work side by side, and we’ll guard human dignity and save human pride: And they’ll know we are 
Christians by our love, by our love; yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.  
 
All praise to the Father, from whom all things come, and all praise to Christ Jesus, God’s only Son, 
and all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one: And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by 
our love; yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.  
 

                                  


