
 
3rd Sunday of Advent – December 12th, 2021 – 9:15 AM  
 
Gathering Music & Announcements                                                               
    
Advent Call to Worship (Responsive)  

Light and JOY in our Lord, Jesus Christ 
He is the light of the world, and the joy of our lives.   
Light and JOY in our Lord, Jesus Christ,  
He is the light of the world, and the joy, which surrounds us.   

     Light and JOY in our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
     He is the light of the world, and the joy that shines in the darkness.   

The darkness shall not overcome it.  Thanks be to God!  Amen!   
  
Opening Hymn*                                    People, Look East                                                   UMH 202                   
 
Opening Prayer (Unison)                                                                                                                                          
     Holy One, you have promised us  
     that the day of our salvation is near. 
     Keep us faithful in love and watchful in prayer 
     so that we may stand with confidence and joy 
     at the coming of Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen                                                      
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle (Responsive)                                                 Dave and Jory Fisher                

Today is the third Sunday of Advent, the time when we prepare for the coming of Jesus. 
(Light three candles.) We light the Candle of Joy for all those who feel joyless, for those 
who’ve lost their joyfulness, and for those who feel the full weight of sadness, depression, 
anxiety, worry, fear, and despair.     

God, as we wait for your promise, give us joy and light.   
The light of God’s joy scatters the clouds and the darkness of our minds.  It is a joy that 
outlasts both the happiness and the sadness of this world.  When we walk through 
darkness, we look for God’s light.  That light pushes us onward even when we lack the 
energy to do so.  This candle is a symbol of God’s everlasting joy in our lives.     

God of Joy, come to us again this Advent.  Amen. 
 
Hymn Response                         Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                  UMH 196     
 
Special Music                                          Let All Mortal Flesh                           Chancel Choir Octet    
 
Prayer of Confession & Silent Prayer                                                                               Jory Fisher                                                                          
 
Words of Assurance  
Friends, believe the good news: 
In Jesus Christ you are forgiven.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
 



Gospel Reading        Luke 1: 26-38         
  
Hymn*                                          Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                                       UMH 216                                                              
 
 
Sermon                                        When You are Sure You Are Right                       Rev Lynn Boyd                    
                                           Sermon Series- The Heart That Grew Three Sizes                                                                 
 
Reflective Organ Music   
 
Communion & The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Hymn*                                                 In the Bleak Midwinter                                            UMH 221                                 
                       
Benediction 
   

 
Continuing Prayers 
Art Benson, Paul Bowden, Pat Grahe, Betty Grimm, Stephanie Juchs Heidbreder, John 
Hieber, Nancy Jenkins, Wes Jenkins, Lynn King, Tim Knabe, Carol Lingelbach, Ted Lingelbach, 
Wayne Mason, Bruce Middlekauff, Dick Moen, Sally Moen, Alice Paradise, Jack Potter, Pat 
Potter, Ron Stearn, Shirley Yantz 
 

 
Generosity is a Gift of the Spirit!  

 It doesn’t depend on what you have. It depends on who you are,  
And what God is doing through you! 

Thank you for all of those who are returning your pledge cards.  It helps us plan our 
Ministries & Missions, M&Ms, for the new year.  Thank you for your ongoing prayers, 
presence, gifts, service, and faithful witness.  If you need a 2022 pledge card, we have plenty 
of extra copies in the narthex.  Our ushers should be able to assist you.    

 

 
Join Us for Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship  

11 AM Sanctuary Service  

4PM Family Sanctuary Service  

7PM Sanctuary Service    

8PM Mt. Carmel Service   

9 PM Sanctuary Service   

11 PM Sanctuary Service with Holy Communion  

 

 

 



People, Look East 
 

People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year. Make your house fair as you 
are able, trim the hearth and set the table.  
 

People, look east; People look east: Love, the Guest, is on the way.    
 

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there. Give up your 
strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish. Refrain 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the bowl shall brim, shining beyond 
the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. Refrain 
 

Angels announce with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to earth. Set every peak and 
valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. Refrain       
 
 
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus   
 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins release 
us, let us find our rest in thee.  Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou 
art, dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, born to reign in us forever, now thy 
gracious kingdom bring. By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; by thine all 
sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.  
 
 
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming   
 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as 
those of old have sung. It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter, when half spent 
was the night. 
 

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind; with Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother 
kind. To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior, when half spent was the night. 
 

O Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, dispel in glorious splendor the 
darkness everywhere. True man yet very God, from sin and death now save us, and share 
our every load.   
 
 
In the Bleak Midwinter  
 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; heaven and earth shall flee away when 
he comes to reign. In the bleak midwinter a stable sufficed the Lord God Almighty, Jesus 
Christ. 
 



Angels and archangels may have gathered there, cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 
but his mother only, in her maiden bliss, worshiped the beloved with a kiss. 
 
What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; if I were a 
Wise Man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart.                                                                                                                                                  


