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On behalf of the entire BAUMC family, we wish Debbie and
Glenn the very best. In addition to being an amazing office
assistant, with an amazingly good spirit and work ethic, Debbie
has also been a tremendous support and friend.
Thank you, Debbie! Godspeed! Pastor Byron
I just wanted to take this opportunity to say farewell to
everyone. Since I haven’t had a chance to see most of you
recently, this note will have to suffice. I am relocating to
Millsboro, Delaware with my husband Glenn, and my last day
in the office will be February 10. Plans are for me to retire, but
that remains to be seen!
Glenn retired 2½ years ago from the Baltimore County Police Department. Our son, Wesley, graduated
from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University with a BS in Aeronautical Science in December, 2020. So,
Glenn and I figured this was a good time to begin the next chapter in our story.
I have made many friends during the six years I have been with BAUMC. My hope is that I will someday
get to come back and visit after the pandemic is over and see all of your smiling faces! This has been a
very hard year, and I pray that some sort of normalcy returns soon. Thank you for making me a part of
your BAUMC family. It has truly been a pleasure to work with you and for you.
See You Soon, Debbie Atteberry

I’d like to extend a warm thank you to Lisa Caudill, who has served as our Lay
Leader at BAUMC for the last six years. She’s not moving; she’s just moving
on to other ministries. Lisa, in reflecting on her position over the years has
shared this with me, “It has been an honor and a joy to be involved in the
church committees. As I reflect, I feel like the most valuable roles I provided
were during the transition of the senior and associate pastors and assisting the
church through the development of the “new” structure/vision.” Lisa’s been
a tremendous support to all of the pastors here at church; we continue to give
thanks to God for her and her leadership.
Thank you, Lisa!
I’d also like to extend a warm thank you to Bill Smith, who has just retired from
his service as our Chairperson of Admin. Council. Bill has served that role joyfully
over the last three years. Bill’s had a special gift for making sure that all the
voices of our church family have been heard, for supporting the pastors and
the leadership of our congregation, and for living out our vision to Love as Jesus
Loves.
Thank you, Bill. Pastor Byron

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED BY BEL AIR UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Bel Air United Methodist Church offers two scholarship opportunities. One is for high school seniors who will
graduate in Spring 2021. The second is for individuals who are seeking education after high school, but are not
2021 graduating seniors.
Applications for each scholarship will be available in late FEBRUARY. Watch for announcements in the e Spire
for the date the scholarship applications are available.
Details below describe each scholarship:
•

BAUMC Church Involvement Scholarship (for graduating high school seniors)

The Bel Air United Methodist Church Involvement College Scholarship is offered to high school seniors
who are members of the church and who will be entering the first year of college in Fall 2021. Scholarship
applications are reviewed and evaluated on three criteria – academic achievement, community and church
involvement, and letters of recommendation. This scholarship award began in 1980 through a gift from Ben
and Rachel Tobin, and donations from members and friends of BAUMC fund the scholarships awarded each
spring.
•

BAUMC Church Pay It Forward Scholarship

The “Pay It Forward Scholarship Endowment” provides funding for individuals seeking education beyond
high school. This includes traditional higher education, trade school, apprenticeships, or job training/
retraining/certifications. Applicants may be:
o
high school graduates;
o
GED completers;
o
individuals currently in the workforce;
o
unemployed individuals.
While the items listed below are not requirements, preference is given to:
o
Individuals attending Bel Air United Methodist Church.
o
Individuals unable to continue schooling without financial assistance.
o
Individuals committed to attending a local community college, trade school or 			
		
apprenticeship program.
Applicants do not have to have stellar academic records, but must demonstrate a determination to attain
further education/training.
The Pay It Forward Scholarship is a renewable scholarship. Successful applicant(s) are encouraged to apply
for renewal and must show evidence of successful progress in working to complete his/her program.
Recipients of the scholarship are encouraged to financially support the program once established in their
careers.
Both the BAUMC Church Involvement Scholarship and the Pay It Forward Scholarship are administered
by the BAUMC Scholarship Committee Team. For further information on these scholarships, contact Carol
Sherman (cwsherm@verizon.net).

BEL AIR UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
STAY CONNECTED!

facebook
LIVE STREAMING
WORSHIP SERVICES

Traditional Service 9:15 am
Contemporary Worship 10:30am

In-Person Service in the Sanctuary on Sunday or watch us on Facebook LIVE at 9:15 am
Please sign up for the in-person worship in the sanctuary by clicking
http://bit.ly/BAUMCSunday9-15amWorship
or by using the ChurchLife app on your phone.

Sermon By
Phone
410-800-4472
We are happy to announce that we now have a
way for those of our congregation who are
not electronically-connected to hear Sunday
sermons. “Sermon By Phone” allows people
to call in and hear the scripture reading and
sermon. The information will be updated on a
weekly basis.
If you know of someone who could benefit from
this, please pass along the information.
Helping you stay connected while we are apart.

Join Pastor Lynn and the Prayer Team
Wednesdays for group prayer at 3:30 pm.
Join Through the ZOOM App
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/905302493?pwd=U3J4
WU5tZHhvNytHV1J4Ym5FNjJlQT09
Meeting ID: 905 302 493 Password: BAUMC
To Dial In: 253 215 8782 or 301 715 8592
Meeting ID: 905 302 493 Password: 242531

CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRIES

Evensong
Thursdays 7 p.m. on Facebook Live
2/18, 2/25, 3/4, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25
Half hour of Scripture, Music, Prayer & Devotional
Deliver Us From…
An attempt to include ancient practices with future intentions. Evensong (vesper) services
date back as far as 1549 and traditionally began with The Lord’s Prayer. We all need a little
centering of our thoughts on God during this Lenten season. Let us create a sacred space to
say: Help Us, Show Us, Forgive Us and Move Us.

C4 Kids Ministry
*Lenten bags will be delivered prior to and begin on Sunday, February 21st.
*Various activities and devotionals are available on C4 Kids-BAUMC Facebook Page.

C4 Kids QR Codes

YOUTH MINISTRIES
WEEKLY EVENTS
High School Bible Study
Benches By Gaga Pit and 9 Square
Sundays, FEBRUARY 7, 14, 21 and 28
10:30 am - 11:30 am
Bring your favorite Bible
Wear a mask!

Youth Group (Grades 6 -12)
Benches By Gaga Pit and 9 Square
Sundays, February 7, 21 and 28
Wear a mask!

Zoom Game Event: Sunday, February 14 at 4:30pm
Join for a game night on Zoom! Contact Ashley for the Zoom Link.

ROCK 2021: FEB 5-7 IS POSTPONED
ROCK, the Baltimore-Washington Conference retreat which brings thousands of United Methodist youth and
their leaders to Ocean City each year, has been postponed.
In response to the coronavirus pandemic and out of an abundance of caution to safeguard the health and
well-being of the youth, BWC leaders have made the difficult decision to postpone ROCK from its currently
scheduled dates of Feb 5-7, 2021.

Summer Mission
It’s the time of year to start planning the 2021 Summer Mission Trip. While I’m sure many families aren’t
ready to make any type of commitment, I’m sharing some possible opportunities for Summer 2021. These
opportunities are through Jeremiah Project. Both options #1 and #2 will be located in Romney, WV. Projects
will be engaging in basic construction projects such as building wheelchair ramps, constructing handrails and
stairs, painting, yardwork, and other construction.
Multi-Church Camp
Youth who have completed 6th grade and older are invited to attend. Youth in 6th and 7th grade are
encouraged to have a parent attend the week.
• July 11-17
• Scholarships are available. Payments will be spread out between now and June.
• Regular Pricing ($50 deposit): $395.00 per person.
To register for Multi-Church Camp please go to http://bit.ly/BelAirUMC2021MultiChurchCamp
Local Mission Week
Youth will work on various service projects around our church and within our local community.
Dates TBD.

FEBRUARY MILESTONES

Happy Anniversary
Dave & Sharon Hammerbacher - 49th anniversary on 02/12
Dave & Debbie Panowitz - 45th anniversary on 02/14
Cliff & Gale Steg – 42nd anniversary on 02/15
George & Deborah Gill – 2nd anniversary on 02/16
Joseph & Mary Jane Ciufo - 26th anniversary on 02/18
Larry & Grace Mize - 18th anniversary on 02/22
Dean & Darlene Alban - 45th anniversary on 02/28

Happy Anniversary! May you continue to love, cherish and honor one another for years to come.

Happy Birthday
02/03 - Albert Dukes
02/04 - Dorothy Bell
02/07 - Wes Jenkins
02/11 - Dorothy Burns
02/11 - Bruce Middlekauff
02/13 - Linda Hudnet
02/13 - Jackie Waltemeyer
02/20 - Ernestine Aberle
02/22 - Sandy Hainley
02/24 - Sarah Bowman
02/24 - Lynn King
02/24 - Fletcher Ward
We are pleased to celebrate the birthdates of those who are at least 80 years young!

FEBRUARY 2021
Why is the church talking about racial justice?
The short answer is that racism is a sin. We know that all
people are sacred and worthy. We are made equal by God,
who created humanity in God’s own image. Out of our deep
love of God and neighbor, when we see people being treated
as less than equal, we speak out.
The Racial Justice Team acknowledges that all people enter
discussions about race in different places. Some people
have been activists and some don’t want to engage in this
conversation. We acknowledge that no matter what our team
may share in our communications, it may not be enough for
some and far too much for others. The chasm of experience between being a white person and a person
of color in America must be crossed. The bridge requires not only faith in God, but enough faith in one
another to begin the journey of healing and hope.
Our team thanks all people who responded to our survey. We found that almost half of the people who
responded do not know or are not sure of the UM Church’s position on race. Our Book of Discipline
Social Principles has much to say about race. It affirms that “all persons are equally valuable in the sight
of God. We therefore work toward societies in which each person’s value is recognized, maintained, and
strengthened.” To learn more about the church’s position on both personal and institutional racism, click
the link below.
https://www.umc.org/en/content/social-principles-the-social-community#racial-ethnic
Join the Racial Justice Ministry Team. Heal the past, form the future. When people care enough, change
will happen. Knowledge is power. Learn more on racial matters so that we can love as Jesus loves.
Contact bev.talbot@verizon.net or bhappick@gmail.com

SPECIAL OFFERING FOR FEBRUARY
ZIMBABWE MEDICAL CENTER
To donate please go to
http://bit.ly/BelAirUMCZimbabwe

FEBRUARY 2021
Bel Air United Methodist Church is open on a limited basis.
The church office is open for visitors on Wednesdays from 9:00am to 3:00pm.
Masks are required. 410-838-5181
Manna House will distribute non-perishable groceries on a drive-thru basis Wednesdays from 10:00am
to 12 noon.
The next Family Food distribution will be held on a drive-thru basis on Saturday, FEBRUARY 20 from 9:00
– 11:45am.
Furniture donations/requests
Donations are no longer accepted at the church.
Please call Found in Faith at 443-519-2464.
The Pass It On (Financial Assistance) Ministry is not seeing clients in person. They are working remotely
due to COVID 19. To apply, please go to the church website: www.belairumc.org.

Toy Workshop 2020
We thank all those very generous people who donated new toys this year. We had an amazing amount
of toys of all kinds and for all ages, and also gift cards for the teens.
While we couldn't work together in the hall, we filled stockings, baskets, baby sets and books with
characters in our homes. Special thanks to Kathy Frawley and Katherine Ziegler Heinz who helped so
much with the organizing, planning, set up and made the toy workshop possible this year.
We gave out toys and baskets to 100 children and their parents (baskets) in our adopt-a-child program.
Then we gave to over 100 children at the Judy Center at Joppa Magnolia School to help their families .
We were very disappointed that we couldn't help more families in the community.
Next year we will do the workshop (we pray) with church and community members working together in
our hall. Then we can also follow our mission of a huge recycling project.

FOOD MINISTRY UPDATE
Family Food Distribution is
Saturday, FEBRUARY 20th and
Saturday, March 20th
9 am - 11:45am
Volunteers 7:30 am to 12 pm
New volunteers please contact Greg at food.services@baumc.com
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VIM / Habitat for Humanity Fundraiser
Habitat for Humanity Susquehanna shares God’s love....its mission is
to help local families build strength, stability and self-reliance through
affordable housing in Harford and Cecil Counties
BAUMC has been a significant supporter of Habitat for Humanity since 2001. Habitat greatly
appreciates BAUMC’s construction volunteers as well as its generous financial support. In the next
few months, Habitat will be starting another “Faith Build” which will be sponsored by local churches.
Once again our church will plan to offer both financial support and on-site construction volunteers.
Habitat Fundraising at BAUMC
The VIM/Habitat team is encouraging support of this local outreach mission. To help with this new
“Faith Build”, we are asking for donations in return for a heart-shaped calligraphy art print of 1st
Corinthians 13: 4-7 (pictured). This bible verse, Love is patient, love is kind ….., has been a favorite
of many. The calligraphy art print by artist Deborah Candey Kemmerling is perfect for a wall in
your house or for a gift. We are offering the framed and unframed prints to BAUMC members for
fundraising purposes.
Calligraphy Art Titled: “What Love Is”
2 sizes / Framed and Unframed
Small: Framed Print – 1 Corinthians Calligraphy Art (8x10 ) Donation $80.00
Large: Framed Print – 1 Corinthians Calligraphy Art (10x12) Donation $100.00
Small: Matted Print Only – 1 Corinthians Calligraphy Art (8x10) Donation $40.00
Large: Matted Print Only – 1 Corinthians Calligraphy Art (10x12) Donation $60.00
A limited number of prints are available now but we will take orders once stock is depleted. Please
make checks to BAUMC and note “Habitat” on the memo line.
All proceeds will support Habitat’s upcoming “Faith Build” project. If you would like to donate to this
Habitat fundraiser, please email Tim Knabe (taknabe42@gmail.com). Arrangements can be made for
pick-up at the church office or delivery to your home.

FROM THE CREATION CARE TEAM
And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the vault of
the sky.” So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the water teems and
that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that
it was good." Genesis 1:20-21
Winter is for the Birds
Winter is a great time to observe wildlife, particularly our
feathered friends. Whether you're out hiking a local trail or
watching your home birdfeeders, birdwatching has many benefits.
They include improvements with:
• mental alertness
• patience
• meditation and reflection
• cardiovascular health
• a sense of community
• an appreciation for God's Creation
One way that you can enjoy watching birds and help them out at the same time is by participating in a simple
"citizen science" bird count. Citizen science involves the general public (amateurs) contributing to scientific
research. An easy and fun way to do this is to inventory birds in your yard or local park and submit your data
on-line. It's a great activity to engage the whole family. Listed below are two programs provided by The
Cornell Lab of Ornithology with which you can participate as citizen scientists. Happy birding!
Great Backyard Bird Count - free
Feb. 12-15 only
https://www.birdcount.org/
Project FeederWatch - $18 fee (includes Identification kit, magazine, etc.)
Now through April 9
https://feederwatch.org/about/project-overview/
Birdwatching Resources: (all available through Harford Co. Public Library - www.hcplonline.org)
-The Backyard Birdwatcher’s Bible
-Birds: A Golden Guide
-Backyard Birds: A Peterson Field Guide
-Peterson Field Guide to Birds of North America
It’s time to take a hike!
The weather may be a little crisp, but it is a beautiful chance to see
through the trees in local parks and woods. If you would like to explore a
new trail, 60 Hikes within 60 Miles: Baltimore by Allison Sturm, is a good
source to find directions, maps and descriptions of trails near and around
Baltimore. The book is available at Harford Co. Public Library and available
free digitally through https://www.hoopladigital.com (create an account
through your library card). Also, www.Traillink.com, www.alltrails.com,
https://dnr.maryland.gov/Pages/DNR_TrailMaps.aspx .
Keep your eyes open for a possible guided hike led by the Creation Care
team in February.
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SUBMISSIONS FOR MARCH’S
NEWSLETTER
Do you have an event or article you’d like to
see in MARCH’S edition of the SPIRE? Send
them to wolfl@baumc.com and atteberryd@
baumc.com by 12 noon, Tuesday,

FEBRUARY 16TH.

If you are receiving the Spire by mail but
would like to receive the SPIRE newsletter
by e-mail, please send Lisa Wolf your e-mail
address to wolfl@baumc.com or visit our
web-site
www.belairumc.org
and click on the red tab on the left labeled
“SPIRE Newsletter.”

Due to COVID, we had to postpone/cancel some altar
flower dates in 2020. We would like to try and continue
this sponsorship going forward. So, if you agree, your
flowers would be displayed during the in-person service
at 9:15am on Sundays as well as in the Facebook
Live broadcast. Your dedication will be shown in the
announcements. The flowers would then be available for
pickup after the in-person service. The cost is still only $35
for a beautiful arrangement handmade by Kathy Frawley
and the Altar Guild. Please contact Debbie Atteberry by
email, atteberryd@baumc.com or by calling 410-838-5181
if you would like to sponsor the altar flowers in 2021.

