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November is the time to be thankful, a time
to remember and to embrace those who
enrich our lives.
The staff of Bel Air United Methodist
Church is thankful for a lot of things, but
we’re most thankful for You!

Happy Thanksgiving!

NOVEMBER 2020
Though it seemed to me a little early to do so, I was just recently offered the opportunity to review the year.
Sometimes, it’s helpful to look back where we’ve been. Sometimes, it’s helpful to look ahead to where
we’re going. Given the generalized confusion and chaos of 2020, reviewing the year proved to be a helpful
discipline. The lessons that we learned bear repeating. The substance of our faith bears remembering.
This is not a detailed accounting; it’s just a big-picture map.











January – Mister Rogers
February – The Walk – Lenten Disciplines
March – God’s Presence in the Pandemic
April – Easter Resurrection Proclamation
May/June – The Work of the Church and Racial Injustice
July – “Meet the Authors,” Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John
August – Where is God in COVID? & Fanny Crosby Hymn Series
Sep/Oct – Around the Sea of Galilee
November – Walking with Saints, Meeting Some of the Saints of the Church
December – Incarnation – The True Meaning of Christmas

We began the year with a Mister Rogers theme. How wonderful it was and how beautifully appropriate
given what would be coming toward us later this year! The loving themes armed us well for the onslaught
of strange and difficult times. Those who cling to “Unrelenting Kindness” remain prepared for that whatever
the world sends our way in 2021. In February, we moved into our Lenten series called, The Walk, which
reviewed our basic Christian disciplines: Worship/prayer, Study, Service, Giving, and Sharing - always a good
topic for Lent. That was cut short due to COVID. We spent the rest of Lent trying to get back on our feet
and address general questions about God’s presence in the midst of a pandemic. We spoke a lot of a biblical
Sabbath, and rediscovering what it means to stop everything.
In April, we proclaimed the resurrection! Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! Hallelujah; Amen! In
May and June, we explored themes around the work of the church in the world, which was appropriate
given some of the racial injustice that was surfacing at that time. In July, we took a close look at our gospel
authors: Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John with a series called, “Meet the Authors.”
In August, we specifically addressed the question, “Where is God in COVID?” We then moved immediately
to a Fanny Crosby series where we had some fun celebrating a woman of faith who lived through a pandemic
and difficult times. In September and October, we toured Around the Sea of Galilee exploring some of the
places at the heart of Jesus’ ministry.
This November, we are planning a sermon series called “Walking with Saints,” where we get to meet some of
the saints of the church universal. In December, we’re going to study a series together called, “Incarnation,”
where we rediscover the true meaning of Christmas.
While 2020 has been a chaotic year for the world, it’s been a wonderful year of opportunity for spiritual
growth. We’ve clung to our faith more deeply. We’ve made several brand-new discoveries. We’ve “toured”
the Holy Land. We’ve rested. We’ve been tested. We’ve rediscovered the source of our strength, and we’ve
been armed for the battle against the spiritual elements of the world “ta stoicheia tou kosmou,” as Paul
called them.
I look forward to the rest of 2020, and I look forward to 2021. I have no fear of what lies ahead. Whatever
comes, be it good or bad, God is with us, and that’s all I need to know to live joyfully every day for God’s
glory.
Peace, Byron

BEL AIR UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
STAY CONNECTED!

facebook
LIVE STREAMING
WORSHIP SERVICES

In Person Service in the Sanctuary on Sunday or watch is on Facebook LIVE at 9:15am or 10:30am.

Sermon By
Phone
410-800-4472
We are happy to announce that we now have a
way for those of our congregation who are not
electronically-connected to hear Sunday sermons.
“Sermon By Phone” allows people to call in and
hear the scripture reading and sermon. The
information will be updated on a weekly basis.
If you know of someone who could benefit from this,
please pass along the information.
Helping you stay connected while we are apart.

PLEASE NOTE THE TIME CHANGE: 3:30PM
Join Pastor Lynn and the Prayer Team
Wednesdays for group prayer at 3:30 pm.
Join Through the ZOOM App
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/905302493?pwd=U3J4
WU5tZHhvNytHV1J4Ym5FNjJlQT09
Meeting ID: 905 302 493 Password: BAUMC
To Dial In: 253 215 8782 or 301 715 8592
Meeting ID: 905 302 493 Password: 242531

CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
Our November Sunday School Series is
“Don’t Be a Turkey, Just Say Thanks!” We will
be looking at the accounts of the ten lepers,
Hannah and Samuel, Paul and Silas and
Ephesians 1:16. If your family has not already
picked up a C4 Kids bag at the Harvest Party
please arrange a time that we can get you
your items for Sunday School. lamptond@
baumc.com

November 15 11:00 a.m. in Rm 101
We will have this milestone event in the
midst of a chaotic world. We will celebrate
as families that love scripture and relish the
teachings and guidance that it provides.
We will meet masked, safely distanced and
grateful to see one another during this
sacred passage. Please let Ms. Deb know if
you plan to attend this event. lamptond@
baumc.com

Offering Christian preschool classes for 3-5 year old children, Tiny Tot School is approved by the Maryland
State Department of Education. The programs nurture the intellectual, social, physical, and emotional
development of each child.
www.tinytotsbelair.com		

~

410-838-6399		

~

tinytots@baumc.com

Tiny Tot School is providing virtual preschool classes this year, with interactive zoom lessons, videos, and
packets with materials for activities to enjoy at home. In-person classes will also be offered in November.
Contact us to enroll in one of our programs!

YOUTH MINISTRIES
WEEKLY EVENTS
High School Small Group
Benches By Gaga Pit
10:30 am Sunday Mornings

Youth Group (Grades 6 -12)
Outside By Gaga Pit 4:30 - 6 pm
Sundays, November 1, 8, 15 and 22

Summer Mission Opportunities
It’s the time of year to start planning the 2021 Summer Mission Trip. While I’m sure
many families aren’t ready to make any type of commitment, I’m sharing some possible
opportunities for Summer 2021. These opportunities are through Jeremiah Project.
Both options #1 and #2 will be located in Romney, WV. Projects will be engaging in basic
construction projects such as building wheelchair ramps, constructing handrails and stairs,
painting, yardwork, and other construction.
Opportunity #1: 3 Day Family Camp
Families of all ages can attend! Families may tent camp or stay in a motel. Cost is $99 per
person. Children 4th grade and under are free.
• Family Camp is available July 25-28 or July 29- August 1
To register go directly to
Jeremiah project’s website https://form.jotform.com/202394426142955
Opportunity #2: Multi-Church Camp
Youth who have completed 6th grade and older are invited to attend. Youth in 6th and 7th
grade are encouraged to have a parent attend the week.
• Dates available are July 11-17 or July 18-24
• Scholarships are available. Payments will be spread out between now and June. Deposits
are refundable until January 31st.
• Super Early Bird pricing ($50 deposit by November 8, 2020): $355.00 per person.
• Early Bird pricing ($50 deposit by December 15, 2020): $375.00 per person.
• Regular Pricing ($50 deposit after December 16, 2021): $395.00 per person.
To register for Multi-Church Camp please go to http://bit.ly/BelAirUMC2021MultiChurchCamp
Opportunity #3: Local Mission Week
Youth will work on various service projects around our church and within our local community.
Dates TBD.
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His parents gave him the name Jesus. But the prophets, the shepherds, the
wise men, and the angels addressed him by other names. They called him Lord,
Messiah, Savior, Emmanuel, Light of the World, and Word Made Flesh.
In Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas, Pastor Adam Hamilton
explores the meaning of these titles and what they tell us about the child whose
birth we celebrate at Christmas. Join us for an Advent study to reflect upon the
significance of the Christ-child for our lives and world today.
To register, contact bev.talbot@verizon.net to receive the Zoom link. Books can be
purchased at Cokesbury Christian Bookstore, www.cokesbury.com or by ordering
at 800-672-1789.

ADVENT STUDY
December 1,8,15, 22 7-8:30 PM
Zoom meeting

NOVEMBER MILESTONES

Baptism

Katie Milton
Daughter of Brad and Karin Milton

Happy Anniversary
Lance & Joan Elloff - 45th anniversary on 11/1
Doug & Janet Dorer - 52nd anniversary on 11/2
Mike & Patty Redding - 34th anniversary on 11/8
Bob & Cindy Young - 40th anniversary on 11/8
Doug & Nancy Shuman, Sr. - 25th anniversary on 11/11
Charles & Dottie Goddard - 59th anniversary on 11/11
Jim & Sarah Miller - 34th anniversary on 11/15
Randy & Libby Hafer - 49th anniversary on 11/20
Dave & Elaine Stewart-Craig - 37th anniversary on 11/26
Jack & Hallie Kelly - 49th anniversary on 11/27
Rich & Linda Erickson - 52nd anniversary on 11/28
Bill & Joan Stiffler - 52nd anniversary on 11/29

Happy Anniversary! May you continue to love, cherish and honor one another for years to come.
We are pleased to celebrate the 5th, 10th, 15th, 20th, 25th and 30+ anniversaries!

Happy Birthday

11/05 - Lloyd Fry
11/05 - Charles Goddard
11/07 - Sue Gillette
11/11 - Ed Leister
11/13 - Audrey Coale
11/13 - Nancy Jenkins
11/16 - Marie Myers
11/28 - Barb Kobler

We are pleased to celebrate the birthdates of those who are at least 80 years young!
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Blood Drive
News

Attention Blood Donors:
Because the church remains closed, making our sign-up sheet inaccessible,
those wishing to donate blood at the drive on November 9 are
encouraged to sign up by calling 1-800-733-2767 or online at www.
redcross.org. Remember that signing up for Easy Pass will make the
donation process faster and easier. Thank you.
Pat Potter
Blood Drive Committee

Were you aware that Bel Air United Methodist Church is an Amazon Smile Charity?
We are eligible to receive a donation simply because you shop on AmazonSmile.com. Shopping on
AmazonSmile is exactly the same as shopping on Amazon--it simply allows for charitable donations. Here
is the link: https://smile.amazon.com (click on “Learn More About Amazon Smile” for details). Of course,
when asked for a charity selection, Bel Air United Methodist Church is our favorite choice!

Bel Air United Methodist Church is open on a limited basis.
The church office is open for visitors on Wednesdays from 9:00am to 3:00pm.
Masks are required. 410-838-5181
Manna House will distribute non-perishable groceries on a drive-thru basis Wednesdays from 10:00am
to 12 noon.
The next Family Food distribution will be held on a drive-thru basis on Saturday, November 14 from 9:00
– 11:45am.
Furniture donations/requests
Donations are no longer accepted at the church.
Please call Found in Faith at 443-519-2464.
The Pass It On (Financial Assistance) Ministry is not meeting in person. Please call 410-838-5181 x41 and
leave your information. They will return your call.
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Harford County’s 2020 Most Beautiful People
Warm congratulations to Gregory LaCour, who was awarded one of Harford County’s 2020
Most Beautiful People, for his work with our BAUMC Food Ministry, and for his work with
our partner organizations. Also receiving an award was Danny McGhee, son of Rick McGhee
and Denise H McGhee. County Executive Barry Glassman presented the awards. Well done,
servants of Christ.

Greg LaCour

Many thanks for all of your prayers and get well wishes for both Carol
and I during our recent surgeries. It means a lot to know that our
Church family was thinking about us and praying for us during this time.
Peace and Blessings to all, Bob and Carol Sherman

Danny McGhee
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Bel Air United Methodist Food Ministries
Holiday in a Box Order Form
Hunger is a growing issue in Harford County. Our Food
Ministries provide a hot meal and a bag of groceries each
week for 70-100 families through Manna House, deliver
food to over 250 Seniors in Harford County and provide
supplemental groceries, meats and produce to over 275
families once a month to those in need of food assistance at
Saturday Family Food Ministry.
For those struggling, having a Holiday dinner with family and friends offers a sense of normalcy. Our food
ministries has a tremendous opportunity for you to provide a complete meal to 200 families for $10 per family.
When you sponsor a family they will receive a turkey, vegetables, stuffing, bread and a dessert, everything you
need to enjoy a Holiday meal. Families will receive the Holiday boxes during our December 12th Family Food
Distribution and one Wednesday in December through Manna House. To sponsor a family, complete the form
below or go to http://bit.ly/BelAirUMCHolidayInaBox
Make checks payable to BAUMC Food Ministries, 21 Linwood Ave. Bel Air, MD 21014 Attn: Food Ministries
Sponsor name:_________________________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number:____________________________________________________________________________
I would like to sponsor __________ family (s) at $10 each = $_____________________________

FOOD MINISTRY UPDATE
Because of the holidays, we like to have our Senior Food Delivery before the holidays and the
Family Food Distribution the Saturday before Senior Food Delivery

Family Food Distribution is
Saturday, November 14th and
Saturday, December 12
9 am - 11:45am
Volunteers 7:45am to 12 pm
New volunteers please contact Greg at food.services@baumc.com

Toy Collection 2020
This year the Toy Workshop will be joining our church Adopt-A-Child program.
It is our plan to pack a box for each child (when we get the child’s information), to fill stockings for
each child and to make baskets for teens, moms, dads and babies.
We do need some NEW items. Due to Covid restrictions, items must be new. We will not be
having a full workshop as we are being cautious with the toys that we are giving our and with the
safety of our team.
NEW items needed are books, small learning toys, craft kits, coloring books, stocking stuffers and
HALLOWEEN CANDY (extras and on sale). Bring to the boxes at the McComas entrance or to the
Armstrong entrance.
We wish we could offer toys to the many families and groups helping families that we have served
in the past. Next year has to be a better! It will be our 50th year.
Questions? email elainezig1@yahoo.com

It is time to sign up for the Adopt a Child program which
provides Christmas to needy children in Harford County.
Coordinators provide communication with the family
and deliver the presents. The sponsors purchase the gifts
spending $50/child. Safety and social distancing will be
our priority as we complete this program. Please contact
Jeanne Arseneau at mysticheaven805@gmail.com to
sign up as a coordinator or sponsor or both. Last year, we
provided Christmas to 30 families with 89 children so your
help is very much appreciated and needed.
God Bless everyone. Please contact Jeanne with any
questions or concerns.

The e-Spire, a weekly update of information,
devotions, upcoming events and activities is
distributed via e-mail. If you would like to
receive the e-Spire, please send your e-mail
address to wolfl@baumc.com.
CONFERENCE STAFF
Bishop - Rev. LaTrelle Miller Easterling
District Superintendent - Rev. Ann Laprade
BEL AIR UMC STAFF
Lead Pastor - Rev. Byron E. Brought
Associate Pastor - Rev. L. Lynn Boyd
Director of Children & Family Ministries Rev. Deb Lampton
Director of Youth Ministry - Ashley Sanders
Director of Music/Chancel Choir Director David Tramontana
Church Administrator - Tony Ciampaglio
Bookkeeper - Meg Kolarik
Administrative/Congregational Care Asst. Debbie Atteberry
Administrative Specialist - Lisa Wong Wolf
Facilities & Maintenance Manager - Rick
Schulte
Hospitality Coordinator - Alice Archer
aaarcher@comcast.net
Wedding Coordinator - Cheryl Firth
E-mail for BAUMC Staff: last name first
initial @ baumc.com (ex: broughtb@
baumc.com)

SUBMISSIONS FOR OCTOBER’S
NEWSLETTER
Do you have an event or article you’d
like to see in DECEMBER’S edition of the
SPIRE? Send them to wolfl@baumc.com
and atteberryd@baumc.com by 12 noon,

Tuesday, NOVEMBER 17TH.

If you are receiving the Spire by mail but
would like to receive the SPIRE newsletter
by e-mail, please send Lisa Wolf your e-mail
address to wolfl@baumc.com or visit our
web-site
www.belairumc.org
and click on the red tab on the left labeled
“SPIRE Newsletter.”

Current addressee or

<<FamilyLabelName>>
<<Company>>
<<Address1>>
<<Address2>>
<<CityStateZIP-Formatted>>

Baltimore Washington Annual Conference
Laity Session
The Laity Session of the Annual Conference will
be held on
Sat, Nov 14 from 9am - 12pm.
The session will be held
via Conference Webinar
and will be open to all
laity.
To register- go to the Conference website:
www.bwcumc.org
and click on Annual Conference ( AC).

