
 
Celebration of God’s LOVE Sunday – February 14, 2021, 9:15 AM  
 

Music Prelude  
 

Announcements  
 

Call to Worship  
God, who is love, be love within us.  God, who is love, be love all around us. 
God, who is love, be love in our world.  God, who is love, be love in all people.   
We gather here: God’s People in God’s love for God’s world.  Amen.      
 

Opening Hymn Love Divine, All Loves Excelling UMH 384   
  
Opening Prayer (Based on John 3:16)  Carrie Jareed 

For God so loved the world; the sparrows, the mountain lions, the fish and the people.  
For God so loved the world; the sun, the moon, the stars, the oceans. 
For God so loved the world; in success and failure, in sickness and health, in mediocrity and 
extraordinary… Enough to become one of us, enough to suffer along with us, enough to 
offer new life for us.  For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son so that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life.  Amen. 

 

Special Music (Video) O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus 
 

Prayer of Confession (re:thinkworship.com) 
God of Love, we confess we are sometimes impatient, and often unkind, 
We are quick to envy, and find subtle ways to boast 
There are times we are rude, and lift ourselves up as we put others down. 
Loving God, teach us to love 
God of Love, we confess that we are quickly angered 
We are quick to record how often we’ve been wronged 
There are times we celebrate the misfortune of others 
Loving God, teach us to love 
God of Love, we confess that we put ourselves first 
We’re reluctant to give, we are slow to sacrifice, 
There are times we hesitate to protect 
Loving God, teach us to love 
When we are tempted to judge, to assume the worst… 
May love remind us to trust 
When we are tempted to despair, to assume all is lost… 
May love remind us to hope 
When we are tempted to give up, to assume it will never happen… 
May love remind us to persevere 
Loving God teach us to love; Amen! 
 

Silent Prayers of Confession 
 

Words of Assurance (Psalm 89:1-2) 
I will sing of your steadfast love forever, O LORD; I will proclaim your faithfulness to all. 
Your steadfast love is forever; your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.   
Thanks be to God; Amen!    

                       
Scripture Reading God Is Love – 1 John 4: 7-21  Carrie Jareed 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 God’s love was 
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through 
him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. 11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one 
another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 
perfected in us. 
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And 
we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15 God 
abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16 So we have 
known and believe the love that God has for us. 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17 Love has been 
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, 
so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do 
with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19 We love because he first 
loved us. 20 Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who 
do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not 
seen. 21 The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers 
and sisters also. 

 



Hymn They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love TFWS 2223 
 
Sermon  Rev. Byron E. Brought 
      
Music Reflection  
 
Communion & The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Hymn You Are Mine  TFWS 2218  
  
Benediction  
 
 
 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (Charles Wesley, 1747) 

Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heav’n to earth come down; 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure unbounded love thou art; 
Visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart. 
 

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit, into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in thee inherit; let us find that second rest. 
Take away our bent to sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 
 

Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all Thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 

 

Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, till in heav’n we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
 

You Are Mine 
I will come to you in the silence; I will lift you from all your fear 
You will hear my voice I claim you as my choice; Be still, and know I am near 

 

I am hope for all who are hopeless; I am eyes for all who long to see 
In the shadows of the night, I will be your light; come and rest in me 
 

Do not be afraid, I am with you; I have called you each by name 
Come and follow me; I will bring you home. I love you and you are mine 
 

I am strength for all the despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in shame 
All the blind will see, the lame will all run free; and all will know my name (Refrain) 
 

I am the Word that leads all to freedom; I am the peace the world cannot give 
I will call your name, embracing all your pain; stand up, now, walk, and live (Refrain) 
 

They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love (Peter Scholtes) 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord;  
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord 
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored 
 

And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love 
They will know we are Christians by our love 
 

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand 
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand 
And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land (Refrain) 
 

We will work with each other, we will work side by side;  
We will work with each other, we will work side by side 
And we'll guard each one's dignity and save each one's pride (Refrain) 
 

All praise to the Father, from whom all things come, 
And all praise to Christ Jesus, God’s only Son, 
And all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one (Refrain) 


