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Belfast Senior College offers in-person and online choices, classes begin Sept. 15  

 

Belfast Senior College’s fall semester begins on Thursday, Sept. 15 with both in-person and 

online choices.  In-person classes are returning at the University of Maine Hutchinson Center for 

the first time in two years.  “We are all extremely glad to be “going home” to the Hutchinson 

Center after a long hiatus”  said Belfast Senior College Board president Nancy Perkins. “We are 

doing everything possible to assure a safe environment for all and we are looking forward to 

seeing old friends and meeting new ones this fall.“  In addition, some of the more popular classes 

will be simultaneously conducted in-person and online remotely via Zoom.   

“Bob Dylan and the Path to a Nobel Prize for Literature”, being taught by Peter Reilly, will 

explore the music and poetry of Bob Dylan and his being awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature 

in 2016.  Did a gifted and talented pop star really deserve a Nobel Prize? What did he give us 

that so moved the Nobel establishment? The class will look at Bob Dylan, the person, but more 

importantly, we will focus on his music and poetry.  There will be lots of music, not only from 

Dylan, but others who covered his songs.  This class will be simulcast on Zoom for those who 

can’t or prefer not to attend in person.   

A unique discussion class will use a new technology to enable on-line attendees to interact in 

class.  “Walt Whitman: Time of war, Times of peace”, being taught by John McClenahen, will 

consider Walt Whitman's Civil War ministrations to the wounded, sick and dying; his lifelong 

community with nature; his celebrations of body and soul; and his notions of democracy.  The 

class will make use of a “Meeting OWL” to make this discussion class more interactive for those 

on Zoom.  The Meeting OWL is a device that sports multiple cameras and microphones. It can 

direct the camera to follow several speakers around the room. This helps remote participants 

effectively engage with in-person participants. It is a vast improvement over laptop cameras and 

microphones. This hybrid discussion class will employ the Meeting OWL to the best advantage 

and bring the remote students a better classroom experience.  Belfast Senior College has been 

given a Meeting OWL by the Maine Senior College network, secured by a grant. 

“If you haven’t registered yet I urge you to take a look at the interesting opportunities to expand 

your mind and enhance your fall season back at Belfast Senior College!” continued Perkins.  

Registration can be made online at belfastseniorcollege.org.  

 

University of Maine Hutchinson Center provides Zoom services and classroom space for Senior 

College, which is an independent all-volunteer non-profit organization. Its winter semester 

begins in January, the spring session the last week of March, and the summer semester next June. 

 


