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A Letter From The Pastor 
Dear Congregation of God, 

 

First, I want to say how grateful I am that you have called me to be your new pastor. The past two years brought 

many changes for you as a congregation. That you have navigated major changes, even as you struggled with 

them, says a great deal about your resiliency as a community. I think one of the things that makes changing 

conditions difficult for us is uncertainty. When something changes, we are reminded that the future is uncertain. 

We do not know what other changes lie ahead down the road. Uncertainty is simply a fact of life that we must 

live with every day. But different people respond to uncertainty in different ways. I think this is a good thing to 

think about because an understanding of how people respond differently to uncertainty can help us better 

understand attitudes and behaviors, both in ourselves and others, that otherwise seem perplexing. 

 

In the past few weeks, I have noticed that at the grocery store, some of the shelves are sparsely stocked, or even 

empty. Some food items are more difficult to find or are out of stock altogether. Usually, I take it for granted 

that I will be able to walk into a grocery store and quickly find what I am looking for, but this is increasingly 

not the case. This kind of disruption is unsettling because I am not used to it. But in other societies, disruptions 

are the rule rather than the exception. 

 

What is interesting to me is the wide range of responses people exhibit toward uncertainty. Not everyone 

behaves in the same way that I do toward uncertainty. Some people can go with the flow better than others. Or 

to put it another way, some people prefer more formal structure, rules and planning than others. There is a term 

from cross-cultural psychology that describes this dimension, called “uncertainty avoidance.” Basically, the 

idea is that in some societies, uncertainty about the future is so uncomfortable that many controls are put into 

place to minimize unknown occurrences. There are many rules, regulations, and codes of etiquette. These are 

societies with high uncertainty avoidance. Greece, Japan, France, Mexico, Israel, and Germany all rank high on 

the uncertainty avoidance index. On the other hand, Singapore, Denmark, Great Britain, and the United States 

rank low on the uncertainty avoidance index. In these countries, there is not as much emphasis on limiting 

unstructured or novel experiences. 

 
Of course, this is a huge topic. But I think it is something worth exploring. It happens to be something I am 

thinking about these days, so I am writing to you about it. People are not all the same, and it is fascinating to 

discover new things about others because in so doing, I learn something about myself, too. 

 

With so many things changing in our world, we are faced with a great challenge: the challenge to continually 

change and adapt to new situations. Some people adapt more easily than others, and therein lies a source of 

many conflicts and misunderstandings. But the good news is that we can continue to learn and grow, and this is 

a wonderful adventure. I look forward to our continuing adventure together in Searsport.  

 
Grace and peace,  
I am  
Your Pastor Ed    
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

1-Feb Jane Snowdale 
4-Feb Peter King 
6-Feb Andrew Nichols 
8-Feb Rebecca Mohr 
9-Feb Rodney Farris 
12-Feb Robin Kelley 
16-Feb Don Maunz 
19-Feb Katrina Butler 
20-Feb Mary Alden 
20-Feb David Alling 
21-Feb Tara Harvey 
25-Feb Russell Arnold 
27-Feb Sandra Otis-Anderson 
27-Feb Elmore (Al) Andrews 
 

 

PLEASE CORRECT/UPDATE YOUR 
NEW DIRECTORIES! 
 

ADDITIONS: Please add the following to your 

new directories: 

 

Marjorie Eaton (Dorothy Alling’s sister) 

3 Trout Brook Lane 

Searsport, ME 04974 

207-548-2425 

 

Byron and Zoe Prosser 

Home Address: 

Mailing Address: PO Box 246,  

Searsport, ME 04974 

Home Address: 131 West Main St. 

Cell: (210) 288-4077 

lawrencedba@sbcglobal.net  

 

CORRECTIONS: James and Sandra Leiby’s 

last name is mis-spelled. It is “Leiby” NOT 

“Lieby,” so while the address is correct, the 

email address should be scleiby@yahoo.com  

 

Becky Mohr has a new phone number, 

(207)705-1279, and will soon have a new 

address.

PLEASE CHECK YOUR LISTING! 

Please do check your listing and email 

nancyhamilton@roadrunner.com or call her at 

338-6699 to notify her of any updates or 

corrections needed. We’ll continue to publish 

updates in the Landmark as we receive them.  

 

MISSION NEWS 
By Nancy Hamilton, Chair 
 

At their January 5 meeting, the Missions 

Committee voted to support the Women’s’ 

Fellowship “Virtual Chocolate Fest” fundraiser 

for the Interfaith Fuel Fund by donating $250 to 

Women’s Fellowship.  

 

The group also voted to donate $500 to 

CourageLIVES, a Bangor residential program 

for survivors of sex trafficking. Several 

members had read an article in the Bangor 

Daily News about the organization, and the 

need for it in our state. Carey Nason, 

CourageLIVES’ director, will be with us at our 

January 23 worship service, and will speak after 

the service for all those who wish to learn more. 

Missions Committee plans to support 

CourageLIVES in several ways through 2022. 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
By Carolyn Maunz 
 

As we begin our new year, we have hope. We 

hope more activities can return to normal, as the 

pandemic drags on. We will try to return to 

some of our music activities with safeguards in 

place.  If you would like to participate, please 

be sure you are vaccinated for covid, have 

received your booster, and are prepared to wear 

a mask. We have special Singer’s Masks for 

choir, and can provide KN95 masks for Bell 

choir, when rehearsals begin. 

 

Continued on next page 
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Continued from previous page 

Some have asked about the necessity of wearing 

masks or being vaccinated. Singing and loud 

talking have exponentially more risk, as many 

more droplets are likely emitted and at greater 

distances.  In order that we may mitigate some, 

but not all, of the risks of singing as a group, we 

will gather as vaccinated and boosted members 

and will mask for rehearsals and performances 

for now. The singer’s masks allow more 

breathing space, while preventing droplets from 

exiting out the bottom, sides, and top of the 

mask. 

 

We are following the guidelines set out from a 

variety of sources, as well as our own church 

policy that masks must be worn in our 

buildings. Our sources for safe singing include, 

the American Choral Directors Association, 

Chorus America, the National Association of 

Teachers of Singing, National Opera 

Association, Barbershop Harmony, Sweet 

Adelines International, the CDC as well as 

several church associations. 

 

We look forward to being together again as a 

dedicated group of singers and musicians. We 

will, however, remain flexible going forward, as 

changes may occur. I have posted a schedule of 

my planned office and rehearsal times on the 

window of one of the Allen Room doors, and 

repeat it here below. Please note the change in 

time of Thursday choir rehearsals, to 

accommodate those involved in other Thursday 

afternoon meetings. 

 

 
“Music does bring people together. It allows us 

to experience the same emotions. People 

everywhere are the same in heart and spirit. No 

matter what language we speak, what color we 

are, the form of our politics or the expression of 

our love and our faith, music proves: We are 

the same.” John Denver 

 

Music Office/Prep Tuesdays 8:30-10:30  

Music Office/Prep Thursdays 1:00-2:30 

 

REHEARSALS 

*Adult Choir 

Thursday 2:30 PM Allen Room 

Sunday 9:00 AM Sanctuary 

**Children’s Choir 

Sunday 11:00 AM Sanctuary 

***Bell Choir 

Sunday 11:30 AM Allen Room 

 

*Adult Choir will begin January 27, 2022 

Children’s Choir will begin when Sunday 

School begins 

***Bell Choir begins February 20, 2022 

(VACCINATION AND MASKS REQUIRED)  

 

HOPE TO SEE MANY OF YOU AT OUR 

REHEARSALS!

 

DIRECT FROM THE DEACONS 
By Priscilla King, Chair, Deacon of the month 
 

With the assistance of many dedicated people of 

our congregation, the Searsport First 

Congregational Church celebrated a beautiful 

Advent season.  The Diaconate expresses our 

gratitude for your help with decorating and 

undecorating, readings and candle-lighting, 

music with singing and playing, canceling one 

Sunday due to snow, and enthusiastically being 

present despite the looming shadows of 

COVID. 

 

We now are within the beginning month of 

2022: a new year of opportunity for our church.  

For examples: we can be volunteers within our 

services, donate to mission projects, read 

Scripture aloud during the service, sing/play 

music to share with all, and pray when needed.  

We can continue to help the greater community 

locally and further afield in programs such as 

the Kindness project and Seafarer's Friend, for 

two examples.  Continued on next page 
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Continued from previous page 

Many thanks to everyone for your past generous 

donations to the Deacons Fund: a fund which 

makes donations to community individuals who 

have some specific needs.  In the past we have 

dedicated the fifth Sunday every couple of 

months for people to donate to this fund.  So 

please remember this as the 5th Sunday arrives 

this month; and if you want to donate to the 

Fund on another Sunday, your donations will be 

gratefully accepted and used!  Donation 

envelopes are found on the back table of the 

Sanctuary. 

 

Let us act always with respect and kindness to 

others as our year unfolds. 

 

God bless all of you!  

Priscilla King, Deacon 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
By Sue Nichols, Sunday School Chair 
 

The Sunday School Committee will have a 

zoom meeting on Thursday, January 20, 2022 at 

6:30 p.m.  We are looking forward to discussing 

how, and when, we may be able to safely start 

having Sunday School classes again.  If anyone 

from the congregation, be they parent, 

grandparent, or perspective teacher, would like 

to join us via zoom, or telephone, please email 

me, and I’ll give you the details on how to join  

 

Although we had several plans for the Advent 

Season for the children, not all of them 

happened.  All children received Advent 

lessons, and Christmas gifts.  Unfortunately, the 

Carol Sing that was scheduled for the third 

Sunday in Advent had a surprise conflict: the 

Wreaths Across America Parade!  Next year, 

we will be sure to pick a different Sunday! 

 

Nancy has brought to my attention a NACCC 

zoom class on February 23rd from 1-3 EST 

entitled Darkness to Light: Stewards of 

Children.”  There will be a discussion about 

how to protect children, and how to recognize 

and respond to signs of abuse.  I have signed up 

for it.  If anyone else would like to join in, just 

follow the link in the article on the next page.  

 
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP CHOCOLATE 
FEST NEWS 
By Phyllis Gaul, Co-President 
 

Several of you have 

asked if the Women’s 

Fellowship will be 

holding its very popular 

Chocolate Fest in 

celebration of Valentine’s Day again this year. 

Unfortunately, the Covid virus is still very 

active, preventing us from holding our usual 

gala. All proceeds from this event are used to 

support the Interfaith Fuel Fund.  There is still a 

great need in our community for fuel assistance 

so with this in mind:  

 

A bit of news we have today…….. 

A BAKELESS BAKE SALE is on the way. 

In these busy days, who wants to bake, 

a pie, cookies or even a cake. 

You’d be surprised if you counted the cost, of 

ingredients, heat and the time you have lost. 

Baking for Sales is extra work. 

Yet nobody really wants to shirk. 

So we’ve devised a plan we think is really 

grand 

and feel quite certain you’ll understand. 

In an envelope if you would like, please include 

the price 

Of a pie or a cake or anything nice. 

You could mail your donation or on Sunday 

drop it in the plate. 

Then you will know it won’t be late. 

Without fuss or bother you’ve done your part. 

We know you will give with an open heart. 

Please help us succeed with our BAKELESS 

BAKE SALE. 

This is the end of our little tale. 
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FROM YOUR BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
By Bob Snowdale, Chair 
 

The Trustees have been busy this month making 

sure parking lot and steps are clear from snow 

and ice. Those of us that attend car-church have 

noticed major improvements in the sound 

quality since we sought professional assistance. 

It’s amazing that when you get a knowledgeable 

and experienced person, 15 minutes and a 

couple of special connectors can make such a 

world of difference!  Even in the sanctuary I 

think the sound is much better – no static, no 

hum, and clear sound!  

 

The weekend of January 8th and 9th, we were 

visited by a traveler! He was camped out 

between the vestry and the sanctuary buildings 

to get out of the wind.  He was seen by Norman 

Otis, who spoke with him, and sent him to the 

Methodist church because it was food cupboard 

day.   

 

On Monday morning we saw him again, the 

Searsport police were called and since he was 

on the front steps of the church, we invited him 

in to warm up – remember that was one of the 

sub-zero temperature days. We gave him a 

mask to wear and talked with him for a while 

until the police arrived.   

 

He had traveled from North Carolina to 

Virginia on foot, and a church there bought him 

a ticket to Portland Maine, where he got some 

warmer clothes and a bicycle so he could 

continue his trip north. It seemed like he didn’t 

realize that it can get really cold here.  

 

The police arrived, and checked his identity, 

talked with him about the rigors of Maine in the 

winter, and the need for planning in order to 

survive.  Thanks to the connections of the 

Kindness people, we got in touch with the 

Searsport general assistance officer, who found 

him a place to stay for two nights while the 

weather warmed up.  He came back on Friday, 

and our general assistance officer, Jodi, 

arranged with James Gilway to put him back at 

the Gull motel for 5 more nights, and is trying 

to help him find work as a farm hand.   

 

In order to provide Pastor Ed and Carolyn, our 

music minister, more “dedicated” and secure 

office space, the trustees will be contacting the 

people who have a copy of the master key for 

the interior doors asking for return of the keys. 

We will try to replace them with a key specific 

to the room you need to access. Basically, only 

trustees need the master key. For example, 

Carolyn will have a key to the music room 

(Allen room), Kindness people will have a key 

to the Kindness room, and so on.  

 
Well, that’s it from here!  
Bob  

 

FROM THE NACCC NEWS 
 

DARKNESS TO LIGHT: STEWARDS OF 

CHILDREN® WEBINAR will be held (via 

Zoom) Wednesday, February 23, 2022, 1PM 

EST 

 

If you, or someone you know, has regular 

contact with the children of your church, we 

strongly recommend taking advantage of this 

invaluable opportunity! 

 

Stewards of Children® uses real people and real 

stories, combined with proven strategies and 

techniques, to show participants how to protect 

children, and how to recognize and respond to 

signs of abuse when they are observed.  

 

The NACCC is underwriting the expense, 

making this opportunity available to you at no 

cost. Space is limited.  

 
CLICK FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO RSVP 

 

  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WppC4zTdvs86AG5XQi_n-bB4irbD6R1NocWbpKjW6ckBhNvaoNyO4nZC5L67MbcfmxPicMIghSbp9x_DTdDQi8uxJ78HXHlWqPwEQm3axSOamsbLyV1PKl0gSpiEfLy_Pq-YNarKTzosv8d4lnFM89vpvMcH1Z3ekqtkNfRhuKUMf6Jr00j7sUiL3h2CTiIEcTZDrrjy2Ovk-vyTJRC0QHbxMFRSHhrJ&c=cs9t-I1_2vTbY0VZVYn2RRf2wiLZwVoqKmx4JO_BXaXnsdTn0tNMYA==&ch=d62a97EqX8ij9X1mlo0l9K6k8WdjU3z5zhCYVaAlyhI8kLQ90xTc9A==
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FEBRUARY CALENDAR 
January 27, 3:30, Deacons’ Meeting, Curtis Hall 

February 1, 10:00 AM, Women’s Fellowship, 

Curtis Hall 

February 2 8:00 AM, Men’s Breakfast, Methodist 

Church 

February 9, 7:00 PM, Trustees’ Meeting, via Zoom 

February 14, VALENTINE’S DAY! 

February 16, 8:00 AM, Men’s Breakfast, 

Methodist Church 

February 20, Deadline for Landmark articles 

February 20, after church, Curtis Hall, Church 

Council meeting 

 

Do not waste time bothering 
whether you "love" your neighbor; 
act as if you did.             C. S. Lewis 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Church 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/fccsearsport/  

Email: fccsearsport@gmail.com  

Phone: 207-548-0327 

Pastor Ed Gabrielsen 

Office hours: M-Th 8AM-4PM (or by appt.) 

Email: edgabrielsen1114@gmail.com  

Cell phone: 207-595-9173 

Bill Zito, Administrative Assistant 

Office (and home) hours: Tues. and Thurs. 11AM-

3PM 

Cell phone: 207-323-0230 

Carolyn Maunz, Minister of Music 

Office/prep hours: Tues. 8:30-10:30AM, Thurs. 

1:00-2:00PM 

Email: clmaunz@icloud.com 

Home phone: 207-567-8039 
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