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A Letter From Our New Pastor 
 

Dear Congregation, 

 

 "Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ." So begins the letter 

to the Ephesians. In fact, many of the New Testament letters begin this way. I think this is a beautiful 

way to begin a letter. So, too, I begin my writing to you following in this ancient tradition. 

 

 Today, I am rejoicing because you have called me to be your new pastor. I will never forget my 

first time to preach for you. It was September 12th, 2021, and, because of the fourth surge in the 

pandemic, we met in the parking lot for Car Church. This was my first experience with Car Church. It 

was a beautiful morning. There were about 30 cars in the parking lot, all lined up, and I was standing 

out there in front of you all, holding onto the pages of my sermon, as the wind was blowing. Shari was 

in the Jeep, smiling encouragement at me through the window. I had no idea how it was going to go. 

But as it turned out, it was a wonderful service. When it ended, I felt connected to you. In a strange 

way, somehow, we connected. Through windshields and radios, occasional waves and honks, a thumbs 

up, a smile, we connected. It was a wonderful moment. I think we could say that the Holy Spirit 

connected us. 

 

 I am so happy to be called to your church. I believe God called me here. And now, Shari and I 

are here with you. It is our church, too. We are rejoicing with you. I know there has been a lot of 

sadness, confusion, and difficulty this past year. Ever since March of 2020 when the pandemic began, 

we have all had a difficult time. And trying to find a new pastor in the midst of all of the confusion, I 

am sure, has been quite a challenge. I have been impressed by the dedication of the church leadership 

to carry on, in spite of the difficulties. This church is a strong community, with good leadership. You 

are all very talented and hard-working. I have been so impressed by your enthusiasm and commitment, 

and I am looking forward to working with you, as we go into this next season. 

 

 As we rejoice together, let us also be thankful. I want to acknowledge the members of the search 

committee, the deacons, and the trustees. They have all put so much time and effort into the search 

process during the past spring and summer months. This was really a labor of love. I especially want to 

thank Nancy Hamilton, Mary Alden, and Bob Snowdale for spending so much time with me during the 

search process.  As you know, a church community does not just appear out of thin air. Rather, it is 

built up by good people who believe in the goodness of what a church can do, and who feel called by 

the inner voice in their hearts to be a part of this good work. 

Continued on page 3  
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
2-Oct Phyllis Gaul 
2-Oct Jeager Rose 
12-Oct Richard Burns 
16-Oct Susan Hanson 
19-Oct Ralph Harvey 
24-Oct Mary Brann 
27-Oct Percy King 
 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
By Carolyn Maunz, Music Minister 
 

October is here with all its changes: the leaves, 

the clothes in our closets, and our church board 

terms all change. Embracing change is all it 

takes to push us forward from places we feel 

comfortable, and places we may be ‘stuck in a 

rut’, so to speak. Covid has caused change for 

many months and continues to wreak havoc 

with our ‘normal’ ways of living. Change can 

be hard and challenging, or something to renew 

our spirits.  

 

Many of us attended the service on September 

12th and heard Rev Gabrielsen speak to us for 

the first time. His accepting of the call 

represents a change to us following our much-

loved Deb Arnold, and our thought¬-provoking 

Interim, Vance Jordan. Change brings a lot of 

emotions along with it; sadness in missing what 

came before, peace with settling in for awhile, 

and joyful expectation for what lies ahead. 

 

By now, you may be asking what any of these 

rambling thoughts have to do with music????? 

 

Many of you know that our new Pastor has 

musical talent, but others may not.  I am not 

sure this covers it all, but I do know that Ed 

plays the piano, cornet, guitar and harmonium, 

in addition to singing tenor and baritone.  I am 

sure we will experience his talents in many of 

our worship services going forward.  

 

One day awhile ago, I was speaking with 

member of the Search committee. They, of 

course, are sworn to secrecy. But when I asked 

how things were going, this member mentioned 

that one candidate sang tenor.  I said that I 

hoped that one would be the one called. We 

would love to have a tenor in our choir!  (Yes, I 

have already asked him if he will join us…. 

whenever it is safe to sing again as a group). 

 

So, change is hard, change is negative, change 

is positive, change is joyful. And some change 

can renew our spirits.   

 

We could all use a change from Covid, but 

while we wait, sing songs in your heart, mind, 

spirit and in your cars on Sunday mornings!  

God hears all our music and accepts it with love 

and joy. 

 

“Music is the language of the 

spirit. It opens the secret of life 

bringing peace, abolishing strife.” 

― Kahlil Gibran 

ANGELS UPDATE 
By Nancy Hamilton, Missions Chair 
 

Waldo County prisoners only signed up four 

children, from three families for the Angels in 

Action school supplies and backpacks this year. 

Because of Covid and the difficulty of getting 

the word out to those who 

might have been interested, 

we used designated 

Angels in Action funds 

given by generous 

members in the past to 

purchase the items for the 

children.  
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Continued from Page 1 

 

 God calls us to different paths at 

different times in our life. Sometimes, we are 

called to be active. Other times, we are called to 

be quiet, and to seek solitude. With this in 

mind, I think it would be good to remember 

your previous pastors, to keep them in your 

hearts, to pray for them, and to be thankful for 

the time they served your church. Specifically, 

we acknowledge and are thankful for Rev. 

Vance Jordan, who served as the interim pastor 

this year. And I especially want to acknowledge 

and thank Rev. Deb Arnold, who served this 

church for seven years. I have never met her. 

But I see the results of her good work, and I 

aspire to follow in her footsteps. 

 

 My time with you begins October 1st, 

and I will preach for you each Sunday, 

beginning on October 3rd. It is going to be a 

busy time, and an exciting time. Shari and I are 

looking forward to a wonderful year with you, 

this year, and for many more to come. 

 

 I will sign off with my favorite call and 

response from the Great Thanksgiving, the 

Service of Word and Table, our sacrament of 

communion. You will remember it. It goes like 

this: 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

With grace and peace to you all, 
Pastor Ed 

 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS AND 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Pastor Ed plans to be at the church Monday 

through Thursday, from 8 to 4, but this will be 

need to be flexible. For example, if there is bad 

weather, or if he has an appointment 

somewhere, or is doing visitations, he will not 

be keeping those hours strictly. And on 

occasions he may be working at home. 

 

The Search Committee and the Trustees are 

working on putting a small whiteboard outside 

the pastor’s office so Pastor Ed can leave a note 

letting visitors know that he is out of the office 

and when he expects to return. It would be 

helpful if you would call ahead if you want to 

spend time with the pastor. 

 

Pastor Ed’s phone number is 207-595-9173 and 

his email is edgabrielsen1114@gmail.com   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NOTES 
By Sue Nichols, Sunday School Chair 
 

Cars with Kids!   
Some of you may have heard the “C-A-R-S cars 

for kids” jingle on the radio or tv when in the 

Boston area. We plan to continue having our 

own “Cars WITH Kids” special parking spaces 

at car church. Rather than families with kids 

having to park so far away from the pastor on a 

Sunday morning, the Trustees will save spaces 

up front so the children will be able to see 

better, and feel more a part of the service. 

Nicole took advantage of this on Children’s 

Sunday.  If anyone wants to take advantage of 

“Cars WITH Kids,” in the future during car 

church, please let me know. 

 

Continued on next page 
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Our annual Children’s Sunday was held on 

Sept. 12th, despite the fact that Sunday School 

classes have been canceled during the Covid 

outbreak.  We thanked Charlene Knox Farris for 

her many years of service as Director of the 

Religious Education Department.  At the 

service, she presented Beckham and Ezra 

Middleswart with their attendance pins, and 

Ezra with his Bible.  Our other children were 

unable to come because they were in 

quarantine, or had family obligations. 

 

The budget request for the upcoming fiscal year 

has been submitted.  It includes both the Sunday 

School and the Adult Bible programs.  Both 

will be fully funded in anticipation of the 

eventual return to normal activities. 

 

We are delighted to welcome Sue Vail to the 

Sunday School Committee and to our team of 

teachers! 

 

DIRECT FROM THE DEACONS 
By Dorothy Alling, Deacon of the month 
 

Welcome to all in our Congregation and to all 

our friends and those friends we haven’t met 

yet!  We have our beautiful fall weather moving 

in as God paints the trees with their dazzling 

hues of color for us to gaze upon and look 

forward to these coming weeks. When we walk 

each day, we have the wonderment we used to 

have as a child as we see the changes. Each leaf, 

the turkeys, and deer hold their special 

moments. And talking by phone with many of 

you proves that our church is guided by love. 

 

The Deacons meet regularly every month, 

masked and distancing from each other during 

this time of Covid. We encourage you to bring 

any concerns that you have to us whenever you 

need anything as we try to help you with your 

spiritual needs or other needs.  We do assist 

people in our area with funds from the Deacons 

Fund. You are always welcomed to donate to 

that fund on the last Sunday of the month in a 

separate envelope with your regular offering.  

We write cards or letters of encouragement, or 

celebrate birthdays and anniversaries; and 

whenever needed, a kind or comforting word 

that we all need to hear, especially in this time 

of Covid. Please let us know if you need a 

phone call, or anything else. We are very 

grateful that we can all still keep in touch with 

our church family even though we are not 

meeting in the sanctuary. 

 

We were thrilled and blessed to have our new 

minister, Ed Gabrielsen, lead us in worship on 

Sunday, September 12th at drive-in Church 

Service.  And it looked as if the entire 

congregation came during Saturday afternoon to 

meet Ed and with his lovely wife Shari! The 

weather was perfect.  The Deacons look 

forward to Rev. Ed’s guidance, good advice, 

music and special love as he takes over the 

leadership of our First Congregational Church 

of Searsport.  

 

Remember, God loves you and we all do, too. 

With Jesus and God in your heart, we can all 

find the peace we are searching for every day.  

If you have a suggestion for a need, please call 

me directly at 548-2425 or talk to one of the 

other Deacons: Mary Alden, Chair; Paul 

Hamilton, Mike Nahme, Judy Otis, and Priscilla 

King. I am so thankful for all the Trustees and 

Deacons who have kept our church running so 

smoothly in the back of the church parking lot 

for Drive-in Church Service. Stay tuned for 

103.5 FM for the Good News! And heart 

overflows with special thanks to Carolyn and 

Don Maunz who kept our music flowing! Even 

my “frog” voice sounded great while I sing with 

gusto with the windows rolled up! HUGS!  
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A FEW WORDS FROM YOUR 
TRUSTEES 
By Dan Nichols, Chair 
 

Work on the proposed budget for the next fiscal 

year (October 2021 through September 2022) 

has been completed and will be voted upon at 

the congregation's annual meeting on October 

31.  We have come through this past year 

financially in a better position than we had 

pessimistically estimated this time last year and 

are looking forward prayerfully to a return to 

our normal activities and future endeavors with 

Pastor Ed.  The church's financial statements 

and budget will be distributed shortly with the 

annual reports.  If you have any questions, 

please feel free to contact Dan Nichols or 

Sandra Otis-Anderson. 

 

Last month we reported that thanks to Marie 

Underwood's gift, our gardens are going to be 

carefully attended to.  Richard Yeaton has noted 

that the tree that has grown up to the left of the 

front steps has become overgrown.  It is shading 

too much of the steps and ramp causing mildew 

and sometimes a slippery condition.  Visually it 

distracts from that classic image of the front of 

the church.  Based on his recommendation, the 

tree will be removed and will be replaced with a 

smaller variety such as a miniatured dogwood.   

  

Also thinking about possible slippery conditions 

around the front steps (not related to the tree), 

Dick Burns has provided a grab rail on the post 

before the Curtis Hall deck.  There is also non-

skid tape on the edges of the steps. 

 

The old clock in the sanctuary did not take well 

to the Covid shut down.  It shut down, too, and 

did not want to start.  Aided by Norm Otis's 

scaffolding, Daniel Beaton from “Matters in 

Time” has removed the clock for a good 

overhaul and we understand that he has it 

working like new.  It may be back in place by 

the time you read this but the scaffolding may 

still be there as Daniel may have to make a few 

adjustments in the time keeping department 

before he closes it up for good. 

 

Trustee of the month of October: Wayne 

Hamilton 

 

 

SEAFARER’S FRIEND PROJECT 
By Sue Nichols 
 

For several 

years, Dorothy 

Alling has 

worked with 

the non-profit 

Boston Seamen’s Friend Society to provide 

hand-made cloth ditty bags for 20 seamen at 

Christmastime.  I have volunteered to help her 

this year.  Bet you didn’t know my dad was a 

merchant seaman at one time! 

 

Various members of the congregation have 

already started to sew the bags, and knit the 

caps! Sandra will ask Walgreens for donations 

again this year.  Next month, I will list the types 

of items we still need to purchase for the bags. 

 

Meanwhile, if you have a 

special item you would like 

to donate again this year, 

please let me know, so I 

can mark them off the list. 

Call me at (301) 509-6957 

or email me, sue.nichols68@verizon.net  

 

Or, if you would like us to shop for you, please 

send a check made out to FCC for Seafarer’s 

Friend to PO Box 261, Searsport. 

 

Thank you! 

 

 
“I'm so glad I live in a world where 

there are Octobers.”-- L. M. 

Montgomery, “Anne of Green Gables” 

mailto:sue.nichols68@verizon.net
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OCTOBER CALENDAR 
 

September 30, 4:15, Deacons Meeting, Curtis 

Hall 

October 6, 8:00 AM, Men’s Breakfast, 

Methodist Church 

October 8, 3:30-5:30 PM, Curtis Hall, 

Kindness Program take-out supper 

October 14, 7:00, Trustees’ Meeting 

October 17, After church, Council Meeting, 

Curtis Hall 

October 17, Deadline for Landmark articles 

October 20, 8:00 AM, Men’s Breakfast, 

Methodist Church 

October 28, 4:15, Deacons Meeting, Curtis 

Hall 

October 31, After church, Annual Meeting 

 

ANNUAL MEETING OCTOBER 31! 
By Nancy Hamilton, Clerk 
 

Our congregation will be holding our Annual 

Meeting after church on Sunday, October 31. 

Right now, we do not know what “tricks” Covid 

may play on us at that time, so the type of 

meeting has not yet been determined. An all-

church email will go out two weeks before with 

more information, along with the Annual 

Report. Hardcopies will also be available. 

 

ALL BOARDS AND COMMITTES NEED 

TO SUBMIT ANNUAL REPORTS BY 

OCTOBER 1. Committee chairs, you may 

send your reports in any format, even just in an 

email.  
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