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THE SEARCH IS OVER! 

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find;  
knock and the door will be opened to you.  
For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds;  
and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 

Matthew 7: 7-8 

It is with great joy that the Search Committee announces that our search is over, and that we have 

found the individual we are confident will lead our church family forward through whatever lies in the 

future. On July 26, we voted unanimously and enthusiastically to ask Rev. Ed Gabrielsen to candidate 

at our church on September 11 and 12, and to recommend to the congregation that we call him as our 

next pastor. As committee member Jim Rose reflected, “This has been an amazing journey and I do 

really feel God has had a hand in giving us someone wonderful.  I don't think any of us have any doubt 

that he is the right man for the job.” 

 

We are happy to introduce Pastor Ed to you – first, here in paper, and in a few weeks, in person.  

Rev. Gabrielsen impressed all of us from the beginning, just from reading 

the profile he submitted to the NACCC. The more we learned about him—

first from the many highly complimentary letters of recommendations from 

pastors and professors, and then from several phone and in-person 

conversations—the more we became convinced that he was the perfect 

match for our congregation.  

 

One of Rev. Gabrielsen’s letters of recommendation put it this way, “He is 

caring and compassionate, thoughtful and considerate, and totally 

trustworthy. He always has a listening ear and open heart and readily gives 

others around him a sense of being welcomed and heard.”  

 

Every one of the other letters mentioned his ability to truly attend to and 

listen to others, and to thoughtfully engage in dialogue. Sue Nichols said, 

“We received many wonderful, glowing references, and wondered if they 

were exaggerations. Not in the least. We were all blown away by the depth of this man’s caring, gentle 

demeanor.” And committee member Bill Vail remarked, “I believe that he is a man of great personal 

faith and a fellow worth listening to.” 

Continued on next page  
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Mary Alden made these comments: “I have 

been impressed with Ed's easy manner, sense of 

humor and answers to off the cuff questions that 

we asked of him. Of course, his sermon struck 

just the right tone with attention to biblical 

references and a folksy tone that was very 

thought provoking and engaging.  I haven't said 

anything about his musical talents which are 

just wonderful and seem to fit our worship 

extremely well.” 

 

Although Ed’s father was a minister and he 

grew up in church, he pursued other careers 

before feeling a call to ministry. After moving 

to Norway, Maine, in 2000, he found a friend in 

Rev. Don Mayberry and a church home at the 

First Congregational Church of South Paris and 

became interested in becoming a pastor while 

serving as music minister of the Waterford 

(Maine) Congregational Church. He is a 

graduate of Perkins School of Theology in 

Dallas, Texas.  

 

Ed was first a student intern and then Assistant 

Pastor at the Rockland Congregational Church. 

When the congregation was challenged by the 

Covid pandemic, as we all were, Ed helped 

maintain connections among the church family. 

In addition to teaching several online adult 

classes, during Advent he hosted two daily 

Zoom devotionals, at 5:30 (!!) and again at 8:00 

AM. He also maintained an outreach ministry, 

connecting with each member by systematically 

working his way through the church directory, 

making a few calls a day until reaching the 

“Z’s” and starting over with the “A’s.”  

 

Ed is accomplished singer and musician who 

plays the guitar, piano, and harmonium, among 

others. (Don’t know what a harmonium is? 

Neither did the Search Committee until we 

heard him play it!) His talent notwithstanding, 

he is not a “performer.” As Sue Nichols put it 

after hearing him, “I marveled at his exceptional 

vocal and instrumental skills which served NOT 

to outshine his message, but to add meaning and 

depth to his sermon.” 

 

Ed and his wife, Shari, live in Camden. Ed has 

two children, Eli and Eva, and Shari has two 

daughters, Lilah and Sophie. All are grown and 

doing well out on their own. Ed and Shari enjoy 

camping and the beautiful coast of Maine. Both 

of them are eager to get to know our 

congregation and the town of Searsport. 

 

We would like to thank all of you for your 

prayers and support during our search process, 

and ask for your prayers for and support of Rev. 

Gabrielsen. 

 

The Search Committee, 
Mary Alden, Dorothy Alling, Charlene 
Knox Farris, Nancy Hamilton, Karen 
Kelley, Sue Nichols, Jim Rose, Bob 
Snowdale, Bill Vail 
 

CANDIDATING WEEKEND SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday, September 11, 1:00 – 3:00 PM 

Meet and Greet. Come to Curtis Hall (or just 

outside if conditions warrant) to meet Rev. Ed 

Gabrielsen and his wife, Shari. Unfortunately, 

due to COVID, no refreshments will be served. 

 

Sunday, September 12, 10:00 

Candidating Service. Rev. Gabrielsen will 

conduct our service.  

 

Sunday, September 12, about 11:00 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING. 

Directly after the service ends there will be a 

congregational meeting to vote to call Rev. 

Gabrielsen to be our pastor. NOTE: We must 

have a quorum of 25 members to have the 

meeting.  
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
10-Sep Ashlee Butler 
16-Sep Elijah Patterson 
18-Sep Doris Fahlberg 
20-Sep Wayne Hamilton 
24-Sep Francis (Bill) Zito 
27-Sep Charlene Knox-Farris 
28-Sep Jessica Hall 
30-Sep Ryan Middleswart 
 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
By Carolyn Maunz, Music Minister 
 

At this writing, Waldo County is standing out as 

having high community transmission for Covid-

19. Last month, I gave some start-up dates for 

Adult Choir, Children’s Choir and Bell Choir. 

Because of the uncertainty of this recent spike, 

and the greater infectiousness of the Delta 

variant, we will wait and see when those groups 

can safely start up this fall. We all hope it is 

soon. 

 

Covid 19 vs Music Minister –  

The Unseen Battle 

 
Thinking back to March of 2020, the choir was 

getting ready for Easter music with additional 

special selections, and the Bell Choir was 

excitedly, and maybe a little nervously, 

awaiting their premier performance. It was a 

time of joyful expectation. Enter Covid 19, and 

everything changed.  

 

At first, it seemed like it might be a short 

interruption. We proceeded accordingly. Since 

singing was known to exponentially spread the 

droplets, choir, solos and wind instruments 

were silenced. You were left with just me and a 

variety of keyboards. 

 

Anyone who knows me has heard 

me quote my Girl Scout Oath: ‘Be 

Prepared’. I try to live by that, 

even 60 plus years later. At first, I 

tried to play the Curtis Hall Grand, 

and it sounded pretty good, but 

those in their cars had a hard time hearing it, 

and I couldn’t see anything that was happening 

outside. Then we dusted off the Allen Room 

Jewett piano, to find that it had notes that would 

not play if struck repeatedly, as in a Hymn, so 

we contacted our piano technician and he came 

in to rescue us.  

 

Some notes worked better after his visit, but a 

particular B flat and E flat, that seemed to 

appear in every hymn and piece of music, 

refused to sound. The technician came back 

with twigs and glue and string and a hefty 

prayer, and it worked again for a few more 

weeks.   

 

In the meantime, that piano began to complain. 

It was almost as if we had disturbed it from 

many years of rest, and it was not the least bit 

happy. Neither was I! After selecting and 

practicing pieces for Sunday, playing them on 

the Allen Room Jewett sounded like ‘a honkey 

tonk saloon piano’ that had never been tuned!”.  

 

With every twist and turn of the virus, I have 

tried to ‘Be Prepared’. It is interesting that 

piano music is somewhat easy to adapt to the 

organ, but less so, organ music to the piano.  

 

Each organ keyboard has 61 keys vs 88 for the 

piano. After 50 years, I have piles of organ 

music written for hands and feet, that really 

doesn’t sound right on the piano. And I had 

some piano music for worship but not much.  

As Covid wore on and on, I purchased some 

books for piano, and then sat to play them on 

the reluctant and often disharmonious Allen 

Room instrument. Covid was winning. It was 

all so unsatisfactory. 

Continued on next page 
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Then we bought a Bluetooth speaker and 

discovered we could play our recorded music 

for Home Church over the Bluetooth from a 

device on Sundays, so long as radio, phone, 

speaker and microphone were the correct 

distance apart and all were on and connected at 

the same time. Sometimes it worked and 

sometimes it had glitches. Covid was trying to 

win again! 

 

I am not one to be easily defeated, and I was 

determined to find a way to work through this. 

Eventually we got the wonderful Yamaha U1 

for the Allen Room, and it is a pleasure to play, 

and I am sure it sounds better to you. 

 

When we went back to the sanctuary on July 

4th, things seemed more normal. I put away the 

piano music, dug out the organ music, and 

planned some special music for summer, as we 

prepared to move ahead.   

 

The virus had other ideas, as Waldo County 

became a hot spot, and safety again has become 

an issue. I miss the sound of your voices and 

our choirs but I’m so happy our church is being 

cautious and safe. We may be frustrated, but we 

shouldn’t be discouraged.  

 

All we have to do is “Be Prepared” for what 

comes next and do our best to adapt. Our music 

is heard and appreciated by the God we praise 

and worship. And that is what matters. Sing in 

your heart, in your mind, in your spirit, and in 

your car!!Together, we will eventually 

win….But it will take all of us and our patience, 

trust, and gratitude to get there.  

 

“Music in the soul can be heard 

by the universe.” – Lao Tzu 
 

 

FROM OUR ITERIM 
 

Sunday morning, August 15.  

As I ate my breakfast this morning, I looked out 

the window at a fir tree on the edge of the lawn. 

A sparkle 

caught my 

eye. It was a 

single drop of 

water—

probably left 

over from the 

thunder 

shower the 

day before.  

 

I knew if I watched it long enough it would 

change color. A little breeze moved the branch 

up and down, and the drop changed from white 

to red, then blow and green and gold. There was 

a whole rainbow in that one drop of water. 

  

I don’t know what kind of rainbow we should 

be looking for through this pandemic, but I 

know God has one for whose who look for it in 

Faith.  

 

“Let us not give up meeting together, as some 

are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage 

one another—and all the more as you see the 

Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:25) We may 

not be meeting as we would like, but we are 

meeting. Keep looking at the beauty and 

wonder of God’s creation all around us—even 

in a single drop of water.  

 

That’s my two cents worth today.  

See you Sunday! 

Pastor Vance 
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NEW PICTURE DIRECTORY 
 

We need your help! We will soon be creating 

our own home-made picture directory and 

updating all contact information that was 

printed in the picture directory and the paper-

based directory from 2019. 

 

Has your address, phone number (cell or 

landline) or email address changed since 2019? 

If so, please let Bill Zito know 

(fccsearsport@gmail.com) so he can update the 

church database. 

 

Did you have an individual or family photo 

taken for our last picture directory? If you did—

and you would like to re-use it—that’s great. 

Just send an email to 

nancyhamilton@roadrunner.com  

 

If you didn’t have a photo in the last directory, 

or would like to update it, please begin to think 

about finding a recent photo that we can use. It 

doesn’t have to be a formal, studio photo—

snapshots or selfies are fine, and can be fun to 

share with others. Please send the images to 

nancyhamilton@roadrunner.com 

 

HELP FOR OUR HOMETOWN & HAITI  
By Nancy Hamilton, Missions Chair 
 

The Missions Committee has voted to provide 

$200 toward school supplies for Searsport 

children, in support of an effort led this year by 

the Methodist Church. The church will have a 

school supply drive on the church lawn on 

Saturday, August 28, so if you would like to 

contribute in person, please stop by. 

 

We have also voted to send $500 for disaster 

relief efforts in Haiti.  

 

Thank you to all who have donated to the 

Missions Committee to make these gifts 

possible.  

 

REMEMBERING 9/11 
 

Our church bell will ring a number of times on 

Saturday, September 11, to commemorate the 

sacrifices of 9/11, 20 years ago. The bell will 

ring at the following times: 

 

• 8:46 a.m. - Flight 11 crashes into floors 

93 through 99 of the North Tower. 

• 9:03 a.m. - Flight 175 crashes into floors 

77 through 85 of the South Tower. 

• 9:37 a.m. - American Airlines Flight 77 

crashes into the Pentagon. The crash and 

fire kill 59 on the plane and 125 on the 

ground. 

• 9:59 a.m. - The South Tower collapses in 

10 seconds after burning for 56 minutes. 

More than 800 people in and around the 

building are killed. 

• 10:03 a.m. - United Airlines Flight 93 

crashes near Shanksville, Pennsylvania 

after passengers and crew storm the 

cockpit. Forty passengers and crew on 

board perish. 

• 10:15 a.m. - The Pentagon's outer ring 

collapses. 

• 10:28 a.m. - The North Tower collapses 

after burning for 102 minutes. More than 

1,600 in and around the building are 

killed. 

 

If you would like to take part in ringing the bell, 

please contact Paul Hamilton at 338-6699, or 

323-2226—or just come to the church that 

morning. The sanctuary will be open for prayer 

during the time the bell is rung.  

 

 

mailto:fccsearsport@gmail.com
mailto:nancyhamilton@roadrunner.com
mailto:nancyhamilton@roadrunner.com
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NOTICE OF 
MEETING 
 

Ladies, it’s been way too long since we have 

been together. I have missed our monthly 

gatherings. Can’t wait to see all of you. With 

that in mind and after contacting as many 

members as I could, a decision has been made 

to meet in Curtis Hall at 10:00 AM on Tuesday, 

September 7th for a very important planning 

session. Masks and social distancing will be 

observed.     

 

Please plan to attend, if possible. If you are 

uncomfortable gathering in person, would you 

please contact me with any ideas you may have 

for our Fellowship for the ensuing year. Should 

we plan a Holiday Fair? Ideas you may have for 

fund raising? What causes would you like to 

support? 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Phyllis Gaul, President 

 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE TO BEGIN 
RECRUITING 
 

The Nominating Committee will be meeting 

soon, so if you get a call from Mary Alden, Dan 

Nichols, Dorothy Alling, or Nancy Hamilton 

asking you to serve in some capacity, please 

prayerfully consider doing so! 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NOTES 
By Sue Nichols 
 

As Waldo County has become more and more 

of a Covid hotspot, the Sunday School 

Committee has reluctantly postponed the start 

of our classes this fall.  Once the situation starts 

to improve, we will look forward to getting 

together again. 

 

On a happier note, I want to encourage all of 

our families, and especially those with children, 

to attend church or “car church” on Sunday, 

September 12th.  We will all have a chance to 

welcome our pastoral candidate, and hear his 

first sermon at SFCC!  Also, we would like to 

hand out Sunday School pins to all of our 

regular Sunday School attendees, and first 

Bibles to those who are rising third graders.  

Please join us on this exciting day! 

 

DIRECT FROM THE DEACONS 
By Mike Nahme, Deacon of the month 
 

The past month has been full of surprises to say 

the least.  The Deacons have prayed for and 

helped the needy at an ever-increasing pace.  

The opening of the sanctuary was wonderful for 

a short period of time but now car church will 

continue for the time being.  

 

 A reminder was given by Pastor Vance to have 

on our 'armor' and to be aware of evil on a 

global scale while still being able to help those 

in immediate need as we venture through these 

difficult times. The Pastor also said that with 

God's help let's be gentle with others and not 

allow bitterness into our hearts which gives the 

evil one a foothold. These are words well worth 

repeating.  Thank you, Pastor Vance. Also, a 

thank you to Anne Spencer for helping out with 

her music and to Mary Alden and Jim Rose and 

Joan Andrews for altar flowers. 

 

God's blessings, 
Mike 
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A FEW WORDS FROM YOUR 
TRUSTEES 
By Dan Nichols, Chair 
 

Since our celebration July 4th opening the 

church, Covid and the Delta variant has dealt us 

a nasty curve ball.  Since then, we have seen the 

cases in Maine and locally jump until Waldo 

County has made national news as a 

transmission “hot” spot.   

 

Consequently, in the interest of caution, the 

Trustees and Deacons along with Karen Kelley 

and Carolyn Maunz met and decided that it 

would be best if we would forgo worship in the 

sanctuary for a while and return to Car Church 

as our primary service.  We continue to monitor 

the situation with weekly updates and look 

forward to returning to the sanctuary when the 

case rates calm down. 

 

On a more pleasant topic, all should note how 

well the gardens in front of the church look.  

They have been freshened, weeded and 

mulched thanks to Marie Underwood and her 

gardener, Richard Yeaton.  Recall that a couple 

of years ago, Marie had established a special 

fund to provide for the maintenance of the 

Memorial Garden.  As a separate gift, this past 

month she has agreed to provide for the 

maintenance of the gardens in front of the 

church as well.  This special gift will assure that 

the grounds in front will continue to look their 

best on into the future. THANK YOU, Marie!   

 

The Kindness Program has installed a dumpster 

at the far end of the gravel area beyond our 

parking area off the lower level of Curtis Hall.  

It is actually on museum property (with their 

permission).  It will be emptied on a weekly 

basis and will allow Kindness to more easily 

and quickly get rid of all the boxes, packaging 

and food trash their operation generates which 

otherwise might tend to linger inside the church 

longer than it should.  It will also mean that 

they will not have to make so many trips to the 

dump themselves. 

 

We will be finishing our draft fiscal year '21 – 

'22 budget in the first two weeks of September.  

If you or your committee have any more 

requests, suggestions or questions, please 

contact Sandra or Dan as soon as possible. 

 

• Trustee of the month: September: 

Jennifer McKeon 

• Next Trustees meeting: Thursday 

September 9 @7:00 pm 

 

 

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR 
 

August 26, 4:15, Deacons Meeting, Curtis Hall 

September 1, 8:00 AM, Men’s Breakfast, 

Methodist Church 

September 9, 7:00, Trustees’ Meeting 

September 11, morning, bells rung to 

commemorate 9/11 (see separate article) 

September 11, 1:00-3:00 PM. Meet and greet 

with ministerial candidate Pastor Ed Gabrielsen, 

(place COVID dependent) 

September 12, 10:00, Service led by 

ministerial candidate Pastor Ed Gabrielsen, 

immediately followed by a congregational 

meeting, (place COVID dependent) 

September 15, 8:00 AM, Men’s Breakfast, 

Methodist Church 

September 19, After church, Council Meeting, 

Curtis Hall 

September 19, Deadline for Landmark articles 

September 26, 10:00 Pastor Vance’s farewell 

service 

September 30, 4:15, Deacons Meeting, Curtis 

Hall 
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 “For I am sure that neither death nor 
life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. (Rom. 8:38-39) 

World Trade Center, September, 2001 
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