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A Letter From The Pastor 
Dear Congregation of God, 

 

Gratitude is a daily practice that can transform our hearts. 

 

When I think of May in Maine, I think of apple blossoms and lilacs. The yellow forsythia, dandelions, and 

daffodils begin to appear not long after the snow melts. And while these bright bursts of color immediately 

capture our attention after the long monochromatic months of winter, lilac and apple buds are quietly preparing 

themselves. We begin to notice faint clouds of blurry pastel tints, hovering about the bare plants, until one day, 

the full colors emerge: pink, purple, lavender, white, and once again, the world is transformed. Another cycle 

begins. 

 

I like to think about cycles and patterns. In so many ways, the experiences of our lives are cyclical and 

repetitive. And, at the same time, each moment is new and unique. We have lived many springs before. After 

the snow melts, we have seen many apple trees and lilacs blossom. But we have never seen this day before. We 

have never lived this present moment before. Today is completely new, even while it resonates with what has 

come before. And even though I have seen the apple trees and lilacs before, and even though I have seen them 

explode in color, year after year, I never cease to be amazed. Each spring is new and different. Each moment is 

new and different. 

 

With each passing spring, and each passing year, we are getting older. And I think, there is a tendency for us to 

dread getting older. There is a tendency to think about getting older as a negative prospect. We see getting older 

as a loss. But there are benefits of getting older. We don’t have to believe all of our cultural conditioning. 

Moving into the later decades of our lives is not all doom and gloom. Can you think of some positive aspects of 

getting older? I can. Let’s think about these things together in the coming year. Here is one idea: I notice that I 

am not as fast as I used to be. I have downshifted to a lower gear. And so, I am allowing myself more time to do 

things. And there is something nice about slowing down a little bit. I can take a few minutes to watch the apple 

buds grow. I can watch birds building nests. I can enjoy this new day, this new moment, as it unfolds. 

 

Maybe this is what James Taylor means in his song, “The Secret of Life.” I know there are many difficulties. 

The world as we know it keeps changing. Sometimes things seem overwhelming: the wars, the pandemic, 

divisions in our country. But we cannot wait, we cannot hold our breath until all problems everywhere are 

solved. The secret of life is enjoying the passage of time. If you have a minute, find James Taylor’s song, and 

listen to it. There’s a lot of wisdom there. With each new spring, we are getting older. But we can enjoy the 

passage of time. When we practice gratitude, we thank God for all our many blessings. This is not just a 

pollyannish cliché. It is a deep spiritual practice. Let’s think about these things together. 

 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Ed        



2 
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 
1-May Carolyn Maunz 

1-May Megan McKeon 

4-May  Willow Patterson 
4-May Natasha Adams 
4-May Debbie Bryant 
8-May Bob Snowdale 
9-May Daniel Nichols 
10-May Helen Nezda 
11-May Jen Richeson 
12-May James Rose 
15-May Kathy Sacucci 
16-May Cynthia Zito 
18-May Scott Young 
21-May Norman Otis 
21-May Joyce Harvey 
22-May Beckham Middleswart 
22-May Kali Rose 
22-May Kadence Rose (DeWitt) 
25-May Judy Otis 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
By Carolyn Maunz 
 

As we approach the month of May with 

anticipation of warm sun and vibrant flowers, 

we are reminded of the hope and promise of 

things to come.  Having just experienced our 

celebration of Easter and the resurrection, we 

are looking ahead with joy to what comes next. 

 

I cannot let May begin, without acknowledging 

the hard work of all involved in our music 

ministry; the dedicated people who give of their  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

time and talents to enhance our worship through 

Choral, Instrumental, and now Bell music!  

They spend countless hours in practice and 

perfecting their parts, and what a joy it is to 

hear them play or sing! Special appreciation to 

Dionne Hasse for her piano music and Sue 

Nichols for her Viola music this Easter season. 

 

I am especially proud of our new Bell Choir. 

After only 6 weeks of practice, they performed 

“Ode To Joy” on Easter with precision and 

enthusiasm! Below is a photo of them at our 

final practice. You will hear our Bell Choir 

again on Memorial Sunday and Children’s 

Sunday before our summer break.  

 

With the Sunday School starting up, we hope to 

have our Children’s Choir begin again, and be 

ready to sing for Children’s Sunday, the first 

Sunday in June. We have missed their presence 

in our music program. 

 

As we approach Memorial Sunday, we 

remember all those who served or gave their 

lives for our freedoms. We especially think of 

those involved in this new war in Ukraine. We 

pray for peace in the world, and for hope to all 

who are oppressed. Each one of us has a role to 

play for peace in our homes, our families, our 

communities, our nation and our world.  Every 

act of kindness is a part of the process of 

healing and finding the change we need to bring 

peace. Even music has a part. 

  

L to R-Don Maunz, Linda Payson, Lee Nahme, Sue Nichols, Sandra Otis-Anderson (hidden behind 

Carolyn Maunz, Director) Dionne Hasse, Jay Holweger, Bob Snowdale. 
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SUMMER CONCERT SERIES 
By Carolyn Maunz 

 

We are having a Summer Concert Series this 

year, with proceeds going to support our 

missions program, Hush, Kindness, the GBAM 

Fuel Fund, the Deacons Fund to benefit church 

and community members in need, as well as a 

portion to support the concert series and our 

music program at FCC. (See schedule on next 

page.) 

 

There is a good variety to choose from this year, 

and we hope you will attend them all. Free, but 

donations welcomed.  

 
2022 CONCERT SERIES 

SAVE THE DATES!! 

June 10 CastleBay 3 PM 

July 10 Daponte String Quartet 3 PM 

Aug.21 The Katahdin Valley Boys 3 PM 

Sept.18  Damrag’Scotta Ragtime Band 3 PM 

Oct. 9 Organ Concert with Sean Fleming 3 PM 

Nov. 20 Festival of Gratitude Choir Festival 7 PM 

Dec.4 Paul Sullivan and Friends  3 PM 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
By Sue Nichols, Sunday School Chair 
 

Our Sunday School classes resumed on Palm 

Sunday.  Despite the fact that everyone was 

wearing a mask, and it had been two years since 

we had been together, it was as if no time had 

passed at all.  The four children and their 

teachers settled back into their routines, enjoyed 

catching up with each other, and discussing the 

Palm Sunday lesson. 

 

On Easter, there were three school-aged 

children, as well as two graduates of our 

Sunday School.  After her children’s sermon, 

Mary took the younger children to the 

classroom area to look for the eggs she had 

filled and hidden earlier. 

 

Children’s Choir will resume on Mother’s Day, 

May 9th, with a rehearsal after the service in the 

church.  I have heard that Pastor Ed will 

accompany the children on his guitar, as they 

prepare a piece for Children’s Sunday on June 

5th, the start of the Sunday School summer 

break. 

 

MISSION NEWS 
By Nancy Hamilton, Chair 
 

Ukraine 

During the month of March, proceeds from the 

sale of Ukrainian “pysanky” Easter Eggs plus 

generous 

donations 

from the 

congregation 

raised $3,003 

for Ukrainian 

relief efforts.  
Some pysanky found a home 

in Sue Nichols’ basket! 

 

In April, an Easter (take-out) dinner raised 

almost $2000 in additional donations! Thank 

you to all who gave so generously of their time 

and money. 

 

Angels in Action 

The week before Easter 18 colorful bags of 

shoes and socks were delivered to Belfast’s Re-

Entry Center for distribution to the children of 

incarcerated Waldo County mothers and fathers. 

Thank you to all you “angels” who helped 

strengthen the bond between parents and 

children, and provided much-needed footwear. 

 

See! The winter is past; 

the rains are over and gone. 

Flowers appear on the earth; 

the season of singing has come, 

the cooing of doves is heard in our land. 

The fig tree forms its early fruit; 

the blossoming vines spread their fragrance. 

Song of Songs 2:11-13  
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS 
By Sue Nichols 
 

There are two events planned for the month of 

May.  If you are interested in helping at either 

or both of them, please contact Karen Kelley, or 

Sue Nichols. 

 

YARD SALE 

The first event is an outdoor Yard Sale 

scheduled for Saturday, May 21st, from 8 

AM to Noon, with a rain date of May 28th.  It 

will be held in the Knox Brothers Ave. parking 

lot, behind the church. 
 

Donations will be gladly accepted in the 

Murphy Room on Friday, May 20th from 9 

AM to 12 PM. We will accept: 

• Gently used clothing  

• Books, knick-knacks, bric-a-brac, 

tchotchkes, and white elephants 

Please DO NOT bring: 

•  Anything big and heavy 

•  Large appliances  

• Costume jewelry and holiday items. 

Please save those for the fall fair!!  

 

Helpers are needed at 6 

AM on the day of the sale 

to set up tables, and place 

the treasures out onto the 

tables.  After the start of 

the sale at 8, perhaps 

you’d like help keep the 

tables stocked, and answer 

questions?  Or perhaps you’d like to work the 

late shift from 10-12 and try some creative 

selling tactics to sell every last item? 

 

PASTOR ED’S INSTALLATION 

The second event is Pastor Ed’s Installation 

Reception to be held on the afternoon of 

Sunday, May 22nd.  If you’d like to help 

Women’s Fellowship prepare and serve finger 

food at the outdoor reception, let us know.   
 

COFFEE HOUR 
By Priscilla King 
 

A reminder to everyone: we are starting Coffee 

Fellowship again on the first Sunday in May.  

Our first several or so weeks will consist of just 

liquids: coffee, tea, punch, water.  This will take 

the stress off starting this again and will allow 

us lots of time for fellowship.   

 

Beyond the first week, a sign-up sheet will be 

posted in Curtis Hall. Blessings upon all of you 

who are volunteering to help with this great 

time!  It is appreciated by all. 

 

DIRECT FROM THE DEACONS 
By Priscilla King, Chair 
 

The Board of Deacons has spent the latter part 

of the Lenten season quite busy. First, we have 

considered several donations to needy persons 

from the Deacons Fund; some were covered by 

other churches within GBAM and a couple 

were donations by us. 

 

Secondly, we worked very well together to 

cover three services because Pastor Ed was 

stricken with COVID. Palm Sunday, Maundy 

Thursday, and Easter Sunday were planned and 

presented by a great team of people! All tasks 

were lovingly completed as they 

volunteered...and more! 

 

We will soon be working with Pastor Ed to plan 

his installation, to be held at 3:00 PM on 

Sunday, May 22.  

 

We thank everyone for the help we have had; 

our board of six works well, but we need all of 

your help for our church's works to be done!  In 

that vein, I remind you all to think of the 

weekly volunteer jobs we have: remember to 

sign up for ushering, greeting, and coffee hour. 

 

May God bless all of you. 

Priscilla King, Deacon of the Month  
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BIBLE STUDY 
By Nancy Hamilton 
 

Bible Study continues to slowly work through 

the Book of 

Genesis, meeting 

on Tuesdays at 

10:00 AM, except 

for the first 

Tuesday of the 

month, when we 

meet at 1:00.  

 

Discussion has included such topics as the Big 

Bang, evolution, whether people are born good, 

why God allows evil, if Adam and Eve were 

“set up” to fail in the Garden, other cultures’ 

(such as Native American) origin stories, and 

many more. We raise lots of questions and 

ponder the unanswerable, while having a good 

time. We’d love to have more people join us! 

 

FROM YOUR BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
By Bob Snowdale, Chair 
 

Electrical updates to the sanctuary and 

bathrooms outside of Curtis Hall have been 

done.  

 

In addition, the Trustees are considering 

replacing all the old sprinkler heads in the 

Vestry (up and down stairs) with new ones, 

rather than just the 6 or 8 that leak. $10,000 is 

the amount to replace all of them, but a 

significant part of that cost is draining the 

system and replacing the fluid, which would 

need to be done even should we only replace 

the leaky ones. 

 

We are planning how best to repair the cracks in 

the large doors to the narthex, and Trustees will 

soon be working with other groups to make the 

narthex a more attractive space.  

 

A friendly reminder: Although the trustee of 

the month checks the buildings every 

evening/night, if you are using the church 

buildings, and have turned on lights, unlocked 

doors, or adjusted thermostats, please remember 

to return everything to its proper state 

afterwards.  The trustee’s job is to make sure 

everything is OK, not to clean up after other 

groups. 

MAY CALENDAR 
 

May 1, After church, Coffee Fellowship Hour 

resumes in Curtis Hall! 

May 3, 10:00 AM, Women’s Fellowship, Curtis 

Hall 

May 3, 1:00 PM, Bible Study, Curtis Hall 

May 4, 8:00 AM, Men’s Breakfast, Methodist 

Church 

May 4 10:00, Missions Committee, Curtis Hall 

May 9, Mother’s Day 

May 9, After church, Children’s Choir, Sanctuary 

May 10, 17, 24, 31 10:00 AM, Bible Study, Curtis 

Hall 

May 11, 7:00 PM, Trustees’ Meeting, via Zoom 

May 15, after Coffee Hour, Council Meeting, 

Murphy Room 

May 15, Deadline for Landmark articles 

May 18, 8:00 AM, Men’s Breakfast, Methodist 

Church 

May 20, 9:00 AM-Noon, drop off Yard Sale 

donations, Murphy Room 

May 21, 8:00 – Noon, Women’s Fellowship Yard 

Sale, Knox Brothers Ave. Parking Lot (Rain date 

May 28) 

May 22, 3:00 PM, Pastor Ed’s Installation Service, 

followed by an outdoor reception 

May 24, 3:30, Deacons’ Meeting, Curtis Hall 

 

Spring shows what God can do 

with a drab and dirty world. 

Virgil A. Kraft 
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To every thing there is a season, and a time to every 

purpose under the heaven: 
A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to 

pluck up that which is planted; 

A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time 

to build up; 

A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a 

time to refrain from embracing; 

A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 

A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 

A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace. 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
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