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A Letter From The Pastor 
Dear Congregation, 

 

It is a rainy morning, and the weather has finally broken free of the deep-freezing temperatures we have been 

experiencing for the past few months. Tomorrow is the first day of spring. I’ve been hearing birds singing in the 

mornings this week. I pruned some branches off the apple trees. A green tendril of daffodil stem pushes up 

through newly thawed ground. 

 

Thinking about rain, and walking in rainy spring weather, thinking about walking through puddles on sidewalks 

and streets, I sat on the steps this morning to have a look at my boots and walking shoes. They were in need of 

some attention. So, finding a rag and an old jar of beeswax boot sealer, I smoothed and polished the yellow 

fragrant waxy stuff all over three pairs of my leather footgear. And I thought about shoes. 

 

Our shoes are unique and individual. No one ever wears my shoes, and only you wear your shoes. I am familiar 

with my shoes. I know what they feel like. I know how they wear; how the shape of my foot, and the unique 

character of my walk, wears a predictable pattern on the soles. I know how old my shoes are, and I know when 

they are no longer comfortable. I know when I need to buy new shoes. 

 

This month in some of our readings from Luke, there are some lessons on judging. Jesus talks about judging 

others. He is basically reminding the people listening to him that we are all equally human beings. We are all 

equally sinners.  

 

I was thinking about this while I polished and waterproofed my shoes. We all wear shoes. But I only wear my 

shoes. I do not wear anyone else’s shoes. And the expression came to mind, the famous idiom about judging 

others: “Before you judge someone, walk a mile in their shoes.” The expression comes from a poem by Mary 

Lathrap, written in 1895, called “Judge Softly.” 

 

Mary Lathrap was an American suffragist, temperance 

reformer, and minister in the Methodist Episcopal 

Church. She lived in Michigan and had a long and 

influential career in public life as a preacher, lecturer, 

and writer. She was quite famous in her time, and of 

all her work, she is most notably remembered for her 

poetry. “Judge Softly” is a call for empathy and 

compassion. The lines still resonate for us today, 

perhaps more than ever. It is a beautiful poem, well 

worth reading and considering during rainy day walks. 

I include the first two stanzas here.  

 
Happy Spring! 
Pastor Ed  

Judge Softly 

By Mary T. Lathtrap 

 

Pray, don’t find fault with the man that limps, 

Or stumbles along the road. 

Unless you have worn the moccasins he wears, 

Or stumbled beneath the same load. 

 

There may be tears in his soles that hurt 

Though hidden away from view. 

The burden he bears placed on your back 

May cause you to stumble and fall, too. 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

7-Apr Chandler Barbour 
9-Apr Shirley Kenney 
11-Apr Barbara Ahouse-Coulters 
16-Apr Arlin Larson 
20-Apr Nandrea Patterson 
24-Apr Jill Perkins 
28-Apr Jon Harvey 
30-Apr Nancy Hamilton 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
By Carolyn Maunz 
 

With Easter comes a time of celebration, after 

the quieter time of Lent. We celebrate the 

empty grave and the risen Christ with our 

Alleluias! We feel joyful, and hopeful and open 

to brighter future days. As written in the 

beloved Hymn of Promise by Natalie Sleeth: 

 

“In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, 

an apple tree;  

In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies 

will soon be free!  

In the cold and snow of winter there’s a 

spring that waits to be,  

Unrevealed until its season, something 

God alone can see.” 
 

Speaking of joy, what a blessing it is to have 

many of our choir members back with us, along 

with newer members Dionne Haase, Linda 

Payson and Pastor Ed! After nearly two years of 

the pandemic, voices are blending well and 

have been well received by the congregation. 

Thank those of you for your compliments and 

encouragement. We appreciate hearing your 

feedback. 

 

 

Our Bell Choir is practicing for performances 

on Easter, Memorial Sunday, Children’s 

Sunday and beyond. We have a good group of 

talented and dedicated ringers and look forward 

to our time together. 

When the children return to Sunday School on 

Palm Sunday, we will have another reason to 

celebrate! I have missed their voices so much. 

We hope to have them back singing once a 

month again after Easter.  

 

Our Concert Series is looks to be a varied and 

exciting musical experience for 2022. To date, 

we have scheduled: 

 

Castlebay in June, The Daponte String Quartet 

in July, Dam Rag Scotta Ragtime Band in 

September, an Organ Concert with Sean 

Fleming in October, A Festival of Gratitude, 

Choir Festival in November, and Paul Sullivan 

Concert in December. We are working on a jazz 

group for August, too. More details and a Save 

the Date announcement will be available by 

early May. 

 

If you would like to join our music program, 

please let me know. All are welcome. Music is 

for everyone. All God asks is that we ‘make a 

joyful noise.”  

 

The final verse of Hymn of Promise: 

“In our end is our beginning; in our time, 

infinity; 

In our doubt there is believing; in our life, 

eternity, 

In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a 

victory, 

Unrevealed until its season, something 

God alone can see.” 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
By Sue Nichols, Sunday School Chair 
 

We welcomed Pastor Ed, and two new teachers-

in-training to the Sunday School Committee 

Meeting on Thursday evening, March 17th, via 

zoom.  We confirmed our plans to resume 

Sunday School classes on Palm Sunday, and 

will continue classes until Children’s Sunday, 

on June 5.  Until the church’s masking policy 

changes, we ask that both teachers and children 

continue to wear masks. 

 

We are still looking for a few more teachers, 

and we are happy to have them assist in class 

until they are comfortable with the routine and 

the children.  Please let me know if you are 

interested! 

 

MISSION NEWS 
By Nancy Hamilton, Chair 
 

Ukraine 

At our March 2 meeting the Missions 

Committee voted to donate $500 of their 

$538.38 remaining funds to help the people 

who are living in or fleeing from Ukraine, and 

invited the congregation to join us. The 

congregation added to that donation to the 

International Ministries of the American Baptist 

Churches. (Total amount donated will be in next 

month’s Landmark.) 

 

It quickly became evident that the situation in 

Ukraine required far more assistance than local 

Baptist churches in Eastern Europe could 

handle, so we began selling wooden “pysanky” 

– Ukrainian highly decorated Easter eggs to 

raise funds for an international relief 

organization. We’ll decide which organization 

will receive the funds at our April 6 meeting. 

Thank you to all of you who so enthusiastically 

purchased the pysanky! We hope they will 

serve as a reminder of the Ukrainian people, 

and a symbol of hope for the future.  

 

Missions also decided to have an Easter (take-

out) dinner to raise additional funds for Ukraine 

relief. See details below – and if interested, be 

sure to order your dinner early! 

 

 
 

Angels in Action 

It’s very appropriate that Pastor Ed’s letter this 

month is about shoes, because it’s time for the  

Angels in Action Easter shoes and socks 

project.  

 

Children of our Waldo County prisoners have a 

rough road to walk, with a parent in jail. And 

with spring on the way, most will have worn 

out the winter boots they have been wearing.  

 

If you would like to 

be an “angel,” listen 

for an announcement 

in church, and pick 

out a child in Curtis 

Hall after the service.  
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS 
By Sue Nichols 
 

Women’s Fellowship continues to enjoy getting 

together the first Tuesday of every month.  We 

are all praying for Phyllis’ recovery.  The other 

officers, Karen Kelley, Sue Nichols and Mary 

Brann, will do their best to fill her shoes until 

she is able to return. 

 

We have two activities planned for a weekend 

in May.   

 

First, we will have an outdoor yard sale on 

the morning of Saturday, May 21st.  We plan 

to sell gently used clothes and small 

treasures, but nothing large, such as furniture 

or appliances.   Please take a look around 

your house for donations.   
 

The other event is on the next day.  Women’s 

Fellowship has been asked to cater Pastor 

Ed’s Installation Service Reception on 

Sunday afternoon, May 22nd. 

 

We will provide more details in the next 

Landmark about when to drop off your yard 

sale donations, and which volunteer 

opportunities will be available for each event. 
 
 

“THAT SHOULD NEVER HAVE 
HAPPENED TO YOU" 
  

Sue Nichols attended "Darkness into Light,” a 

two hour Zoom workshop presented on 

February 23rd.  It was offered by the NACCC 

to enable member churches to be aware of what 

child sex abuse is, and how to provide a safe 

church environment for our children.   

 

The program focused on five discussion points: 

1. Learn the facts: what are the various forms of 

sex abuse?  

 

2. Minimize opportunities for sex abuse by 

conducting background checks on adults who 

work with children.  Ideally, two teachers or 

staff should be with the children at all times 

when they are not with their parents, and there 

should be a code of conduct (i.e., Safe Church 

Policy, which we have at FCC). 

 

3. Enable adult church members to be aware of 

what is happening in the church whenever there 

are children in the building, and to notice if 

anything seems “off.”  Pay attention to what 

kids say, which might be a clue to an earlier 

incident. 

 

4. Look for signs of abuse (physical signs of 

injury, anxieties, emotions, acting out). 

 

5. React responsibly by actively listening (but 

don’t ask specific questions which might 

contaminate details and re-traumatize the child); 

report reasonable suspicions to the authorities.> 
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COFFEE HOUR RETURNS!! 
By Priscilla King 
 

Our fellowship time, Coffee Hour, is returning 

on Sunday, April 24, as decided by our COVID 

team recently!  We will begin by having only a 

liquid selection: coffee, teas, juice/punch.  (We 

hope this will, as the COVID numbers continue 

to decrease, gradually become our former 

snacking and socializing time!) 

 

We need, for this idea to succeed, teams of 

people to help set up and clean up the coffee, 

etc.  As the former chair of this committee 

before COVID hit us, I have the list of people 

who were on teams before.   

 

I have listed them here, putting together lists of 

the former teams.  Please let me know if you are 

able to again help with setting up and clearing.  

If your whole team can work together, that 

would be great!  If not, we can form new teams. 

 

Team A: Joan Andrews, Jim Rose, Rusty Marr, 

(Barb Burns)  

Team B: Jayne Snowdale, Priscilla King, 

Phyllis Gaul 

Team C: Nancy Hamilton, Mary Alden, 

Dorothy Alling, Shirley Kenney 

Team D: Karen Kelley, Judy and Norman Otis, 

Sue Nichols 

Team E: Wayne Hamilton, Kathy Saccuci, 

Mike and Lee Nahme  

Team F: Sandra Otis-Anderson, Linda Payson 

 

Please let me know, in person or by email, at 

2075482503@charter.net whether or not you can 

work on a team. 

 

FROM YOUR BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
By Bob Snowdale, Chair 
 

Greetings from your board of trustees!  Spring 

is here!  Yes, I know it’s still chilly, wet, and 

cloudy a lot, but after all, that is spring in New 

England!  Better weather is coming! 

This month we have electrical updates coming 

to the sanctuary and bathrooms outside of 

Curtis Hall. This will include dedicated 

electrical outlets for our air purifiers, and for the 

pulpit. A network cable to get Internet access 

into the sanctuary so we can stream services via 

Zoom or Facebook live.  We are also replacing 

the switches in the 4 older bathrooms with 

motion-sensing switches which will make sure 

that the fans are off automatically. 
 

The trustees are weighing an estimate to replace 

all the old sprinkler heads in the Vestry (up and 

down stairs) with new ones, rather than just the 

6 or 8 ones that leak. $10,000 is the amount to 

replace all of them, but a significant part of that 

cost is draining the system and replacing the 

fluid, which would need to be done to 

accomplish even should we decide to only 

replace the leaky ones. 
 

We are planning to repair the cracks in the large 

doors to the narthex with a fix that will last 

longer than simply re-caulking them again. 
 

Finally, a friendly reminder: Although the 

trustee of the month checks the buildings every 

evening, if your group is using the church 

buildings, and have turned on lights, unlocked 

doors, or adjusted thermostats, please remember 

to return all that stuff to its proper state 

afterwards.  The trustee’s job is to make sure 

everything is OK, not to clean up after other 

groups. 

BIBLE STUDY 
By Nancy Hamilton 
 

Bible Study is back, after a two-year hiatus, 

thanks to Bob Snowdale, the organizer. We are 

– at the suggestion of several individuals – 

starting at the beginning, with the Book of 

Genesis. The plan is to meet on Tuesdays at 

10:00 AM, except for the first Tuesday of the  

 

Continued on next page  

mailto:2075482503@charter.net
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Continued from previous page 

month (due to the time conflict with Women’s 

Fellowship). Currently we are meeting in Curtis 

Hall, but plan to move into the Murphy Room 

in the future. 

 

Our members bring many different Bible 

translations, and of course many different 

views, as you would expect from a group of 

Congregationalists. If interested, please join us! 

 

DIRECT FROM THE DEACONS 
By Dorothy Alling, Deacon of the month 
 

Ah! The change in the “Spring Forward” time 

clock has us looking forward to more daylight 

hours and the coming of the song birds and 

flowers, followed by greening of the trees and 

the sounds of lawn mowers buzzing soon. A 

whole flock of grackles landed in the trees and 

backyard by our bird and squirrel feeders and 

they ate their fill. I can’t wait to taste the first 

maple syrup from the running of the sap from 

the maple trees. God does provide for all of us 

if we wait and look around us and take in the 

beauty that surrounds us. 

 

Oh, how I have missed seeing all my friends 

and their faces as I sit out in car church 

services, as I listen to 103.5 FM radio and 

marvel at all goes on inside the Sanctuary. As 

Deacon of the Month, I committed to serving 

inside, albeit, in the front seat to the right all by 

myself due to immune compromised issues. I 

gaze around the room and nod and wave to all 

my friends….and oh how I miss you all. It’s a 

good thing we have the landmarks, phone calls, 

and snail mail and meetings to stay in touch and 

love one another.  

 

Our Deacons continue to regularly meet in 

Curtis Hall, every month, masked and 

distancing from each other during this time of 

the Covid Omicron mutant, hopefully waning 

now. We have written cards or letters of 

encouragement, and celebrated birthdays and 

anniversaries; and whenever needed, we try to 

send a kind or comforting word, or a dessert or 

dinner or two. Please let us know if you need a 

phone call, or anything else. We are very 

grateful that we can all still keep in touch with 

our church family.  

 

All the Deacons and Pastor Ed encourage you to 

bring any concerns that you have to us 

whenever you need anything as we try to help 

you with your spiritual needs or other needs.  

We do assist people in our area with funds from 

the Deacons Fund. You are always welcomed to 

donate to that fund on the last Sunday of the 

month in a separate envelope with your regular 

offering.  Remember to say the necessary 

prayers for those who need it and continue to 

rely on them. Prayers do work and do wonders. 

Just ask those people who have been helped!  

 

If you have a suggestion for a need, please call 

me directly at 548-2425 or talk to one of the 

other Deacons: Priscilla King – Chair, Mary 

Alden, Dorothy Alling, Barbara Burns, Karen 

Kelley, and Mike Nahme. You can call directly 

to Pastor Ed at: 595-9173.  

 

I am so thankful for all the Trustees who have 

kept our church running so smoothly, and also 

in the back of the church parking lot for Drive-

in Church Service. Our hearts overflow with 

special thanks to Carolyn who with her 

extraordinary talents not only kept our music 

flowing, but already started up our Choir again 

to sing on Sundays! Bell choir is next in line. 

Most of all, blessings for Jayne Snowdale, 

Phyllis Gaul, and Sandra Otis Anderson for 

their crew of so many community helpers that 

kept the Kindness Program cooking away and 

feeding so many people in Searsport. Fishes and 

loaves of bread fed the multitudes….our group 

does the people of Searsport. 

 

Stay tuned for special announcements during 

this Lenten and Easter Season and afterwards in 

May for Rev. Ed Gabrielsen’s Installation. 
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APRIL CALENDAR 
April 5, 10:00 AM, Women’s Fellowship, Curtis 

Hall 

April 6, 8:00 AM, Men’s Breakfast, Methodist 

Church 

April 6, 10:00, Missions Committee, Curtis Hall 

April 10, 10:00 Palm Sunday, Sunday School 

resumes 

April 10, after church, Council Meeting, Curtis Hall 

April 12, 19, 26, 10:00 AM, Bible Study 

April 13, 7:00 PM, Trustees’ Meeting, via Zoom 

April 14, 7:00 PM, Maundy Thursday Service 

April 16, 3-4:30, Pick up Easter Dinner take-out, 

Curtis Hall 

April 17, 10:00, Easter Sunday 

April 20, 8:00 AM, Men’s Breakfast, Methodist 

Church 

April 24, Deadline for Landmark articles 

April 26, 3:30, Deacons’ Meeting, Curtis Hall 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS: HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 
By Karen Kelley 
 

The Searsport Historical Society will hold its 

first 2022 meeting at the Methodist Church 

Vestry on April 12th at 7 pm.   

 

Our speaker will be Kevin Johnson from the 

Penobscot Marine Museum who will be 

showing more old pictures of Searsport from 

their collection for us to identify.   

 

The meeting will be open to the public with a 

time for fellowship and refreshments after the 

meeting.  We are requesting that folks wear a 

mask during the meeting and presentation.  

Hope to see you there. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Church 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/fccsearsport/  

Email: fccsearsport@gmail.com  

Phone: 207-548-0327 

 

Pastor Ed Gabrielsen 

Office hours: Tues. & Wed. 8-4 (or by appt.) 

Email: edgabrielsen1114@gmail.com  

Cell phone: 207-595-9173 

 

Bill Zito, Administrative Assistant 

Office (and home) hours: Tues. and Thurs. 11AM-

3PM 

Cell phone: 207-323-0230 

 

Carolyn Maunz, Minister of Music 

Office/prep hours: Tues. 8:30-10:30AM, Thurs. 

1:00-2:00PM 

Email: clmaunz@icloud.com 

Home phone: 207-567-8039 

 

 

“So they took branches of 

palm trees and went out to 

meet Him, crying out, 

‘Hosanna! Blessed is He 

who comes in the name of the 

Lord, even the King of 

Israel!’”  

John 12:13  
 

https://www.facebook.com/fccsearsport/
mailto:fccsearsport@gmail.com
mailto:edgabrielsen1114@gmail.com
mailto:clmaunz@icloud.com
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Our Lord has written the 

promise of resurrection, 

not in books alone, but in 

every leaf in springtime.  

--Martin Luther 
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