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An Interim Pastor’s Passing Thoughts 
 

Have you ever noticed how time conscious we have become? My uncle, a retired school bus 

driver, always said the weekend after Memorial Day is the Fourth of July, and the weekend 

after that is Labor Day. Time may not pass quite that quickly but it is the end of July already. 

 

If you ask someone how far someplace is, the answer is how long it takes to 

get there, not how many miles away it is. When you are on the telephone 

with a helpful customer service representative and they say they are putting 

you on hold for just a minute to check something, you know you will have 

time to go to the kitchen and make a sandwich. Some helpful representatives 

may even give you time to bake a loaf of bread to make that sandwich while 

you are on hold—just for a moment.  

 

We have all been given the same number of minutes in the day. It is all about 

the choices we make in how to use them. At the end of the day the important 

question is, did I take time to help someone today, to make the world a better 

place? The letter of James reminds us to be, “quick to listen, slow to speak 

and slow to become angry,” even when we are on hold listening to that 

horrible music.  

 

That is my two cents worth for today.  

 

See you on Sunday. 

Pastor Vance 
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DIRECT FROM THE DEACONS 
By Judy Otis, Deacon of the month 
 

I hope it was a happy 4th of July to our Country 

and all of our Church members.  Happy 175th 

birthday to our town of Searsport, which was 

celebrated on the 3rd of July.  The culmination 

of these events to a lot of our Church members 

was the opening of our Church Sanctuary after 

being closed for 16 months. 

 

The opening of the Sanctuary was the result of a 

lot of hard work from your Deacons and 

Trustees.  Endless brainstorming and long 

meetings were held to make our transition back 

into the church the safest it could be. 

 

For those in the congregation who are not 

comfortable being with others inside yet, Car 

Church is still ongoing as well as email, and the 

service is broadcast into Curtis Hall.  The 

decision was also made to remain masked, as 

well as maintaining social distance as well as all 

windows open and fans going.   

 

Your Deacons welcome your comments, so 

please let us know what you're thinking.  I 

know for me it was a true highlight to see many 

of our Church friends I hadn't seen in over a 

year.  A very happy and emotional time.   

 

God Bless us all!!

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

5-Aug Anne Spencer 

8-Aug Dorothy Alling 

11-Aug Sheri Judkins 

25-Aug Paul Hamilton 

26-Aug Cathy Buley 
 
 

MUSIC NOTES 
By Carolyn Maunz, Music Minister 
 

Since we came back into the sanctuary on July 

4th, it has been great to hear all the singing! 

Even through masks, I can hear all your voices, 

and it brings so much joy to know you are 

involved again. I have missed that during car 

church, where I could only imagine you all 

singing solos and duets. 

 

Special Summer Music 

Now that we are back in the sanctuary, we have 

scheduled some special summer music. I am 

sure you enjoyed music from Nicole 

Middleswart and her flute on July 4th, and Mike 

Nahme’s meditative organ solo on July 11th. 

Stayed tuned for more musical treats! 

 

Adult Choir 

When the adult choir resumes rehearsing in 

September, we will be open to all who want to 

sing who are vaccinated against Covid 19. We 

want to be sure and protect each other and our 

congregation, so if you haven’t had a chance to 

get your vaccine, there is still time before our 

first rehearsal on September 8th. 

 

Our rehearsals will take place in the Allen 

room, windows open and with plenty of space. 

Get your vaccination, if you haven’t already, 

and join us! 

 

Bell Choir 

Our Bell Choir will begin rehearsing in 

October, so we will be ready to play during the 

Christmas Season. If you have ever wanted to 

give bells a try, think about joining us. Our 

rehearsals take place in the Allen Room after 

church at 11:30. We also would want to be sure 

we are all vaccinated for Covid 19 for our bell 

choir rehearsals and performances. 

 

In the words of Travis Tritt, 

“If you are going to sing, sing loud”! 
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A FEW WORDS FROM YOUR 
TRUSTEES 
By Dan Nichols, Chair 
 

It's difficult to think about fall programs and the 

church budget for the next fiscal year when, as I 

write this, we're only two weeks past the 4th of 

July.  Our fiscal year runs from October 1 to 

September 30.  The By-Laws require that the 

trustees complete a draft of the annual budget 

by September 15.  The congregation will vote 

on it at the annual meeting in October.  

Therefore, we ask all committees and groups 

having interest in the various budget items to 

submit their requests and proposals to the 

trustees by August 12.   

 

We realize that it has been a while since we've 

had a “normal” year and we don't yet have a 

permanent pastor whose ideas and creativity 

touch many areas.  Still, there is reason to look 

ahead with optimism.  The 3rd quarter financial 

statements have been sent to committee chairs.  

We will work with you as we go forward and 

can provide detailed account records for this 

and prior years to help as needed.  

 

A hearty thank you to all who have maintained 

their regular giving throughout this crazy year.  

Thank you, also, to all who are helping to chip 

away at the $80K “loan” we made to ourselves 

to complete the new addition.  As of the end of 

June $37.7K has been donated to pay it off.  

We're really looking forward to using that 

addition to its full potential! 

 

Project wise, thanks to Dick Burns and Jim 

Nichols the new railings on the ramp and deck 

to Curtis Hall are almost complete.  This 

completes the effort started several years ago to 

replace all the decking and railings in front of 

the Church and Curtis Hall with Azek (PVC), 

longer lasting material. 

 

MAC Electric is still awaiting the replacement 

lights that accentuate the steeple at night. We 

had hoped to share the use of the 110-foot lift 

that the Methodist Church was using to restore 

its weathervane but it didn't work out.  It's nice 

to see that they, too, have their steeple and 

weathervane restored.  We did get to use that 

lift for a day to replace the damaged aluminum 

covering to our belfry fascia. We still hope to 

get those lights replaced and the sanctuary 

electric system upgraded this fall. 

 

We're chipping away at several “fix-it” items. If 

you see something that has cropped up after all 

this time, let us know.  We're working to get a 

thorough cleaning of the carpets and floors 

accomplished in the near future. 

 

Next trustees meeting, Thursday, August 12 at 

7:00  

Trustee of the Month, August: Norm Otis 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NOTES 
By Sue Nichols 
 

Over the summer, Charlene Knox Farris 

resigned as chair of the Sunday School 

Committee.  She deserves a big thanks for her 

leadership role over the last ten years.   

Thankfully, she will continue as one of our 

regular teachers.  

 

Charlene asked me, Sue Nichols, to step in as 

her replacement, which I was happy to do, 

knowing that I can depend on the other 

members of the committee for support: 

Charlene, Mary Alden, Sandra Otis-Anderson, 

Nicole Middleswart, Cindy Zito, and Carolyn 

Maunz. 

 

Did you know that Pastor Deb enjoyed writing 

the curriculum every year?  Now that she has 

retired, we are going to adopt a new curriculum 

that Carolyn Maunz used at her last church in 

South Bristol.  It is age-appropriate for our 

children, Christ-centric, and also includes  

Continued on next page 
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Continued from previous page 

 

thought-provoking activities for daily living as 

a follower of Jesus.   

 

We are looking forward to getting started with 

the new program in September.  If you are a 

current or former teacher, or, like me, you just 

miss working with children, I think you will 

enjoy working with the marvelous young 

people here at FCC.  Let me know!  We have 

openings for lead and assistant teachers on a 

monthly basis, or on occasion.   

 

We look forward to officially welcoming all the 

children on the third Sunday in September.  

Those who are returning will receive their 

annual pins, and those who have completed 

second grade, will receive their own Bibles.  I 

hope you will join us! 

 
COLLECTIVE EFFERVESCENCE 
By Dorothy Alling 
 

As I sit outside in my car during worship 

service on Sundays, George Kennedy sits in his 

red truck near me. And Bob Snowdale comes 

out to collect our offering. So, I am grateful to 

those two gentlemen who bring a sense of 

somewhat normalcy to our somewhat 

collectivity drive-in service. I am reminded 

about this piece that appeared from the NY 

Times. I can imagine that this is how you all 

feel inside the church right now.  

 

“Adam Grant is a psychologist who studies the 

ways people find meaning and motivation.  

Recently, he wrote a piece for the New York 

Times called, "Post-COVID Happiness Comes 

in Groups" in which he describes the 

importance of group activities to happiness.  He 

writes: 

‘Peak happiness lies mostly in collective 

activity. 

 

We find our greatest bliss in moments of 

collective effervescence. It’s a concept 

coined in the early 20th century by the 

pioneering sociologist Émile Durkheim to 

describe the sense of energy and harmony 

people feel when they come together in a 

group around a shared purpose.  

 

Collective effervescence is the synchrony 

you feel when you slide into rhythm with 

strangers on a dance floor, colleagues in a 

brainstorming session, cousins at a 

religious service or teammates on a soccer 

field.’” 

 

Peace to you,  

Dorothy 

 
SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE 
By Nancy Hamilton, Chair 
 

While we cannot discuss specifics, we all want 

you to know that the Search Committee has 

been busy reading candidates’ materials and 

conducting interviews. We are very hopeful that 

we will find our next pastor sooner, rather than 

later—and when we do, we will be thrilled to let 

you know. In the meantime, we would 

appreciate your prayers for discernment as we 

consider the best person to lead our 

congregation into the future. 

 
AUGUST CALENDAR 
 

July 29, 4:15, Deacons Meeting, Curtis Hall 

August 4, 8:00 AM, Men’s Breakfast, 

Methodist Church 

August 12, 7:00, Trustees’ Meeting  

August 15, After church, Council Meeting, 

Curtis Hall 

August 22, Deadline for Landmark articles 

August 18, 8:00 AM, Men’s Breakfast, 

Methodist Church 

August 26, 4:15, Deacons Meeting, Curtis Hall 
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“Summer afternoon—summer afternoon; to me those have always 
been the two most beautiful words in the English language.” 

Henry James 
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