
INFORMATION PACKET
The 2020 Rappahannock River District Youth Retreat will be held April 24th-26th, 2020 at Camp Piankatank, 1586 Stampers Bay Rd. Hartfield VA 23071. Youth in grades 6 through 12 are invited to come and be a part of this exciting time of worship, fellowship, and discipleship.

Theme:  “Battle Ready!” 
God’s Army is comprised of each and everyone of us. It takes a particular set of skills to survive in a world that the enemy has designed to drag us down. Join us as we learn about the Armor of God that has been provided to us. 
Cost:

The cost of the retreat is $100 per person, which should be paid with registration.  Each church should send a single check made payable to Rappahannock River District. Register before February 7th and take $10 off your registration per person.
Registration:

Attached in this email, you will find registration forms for your church, reproducible medical and covenant forms for each individual.  Please complete the registration forms and return them, along with your check, to the address below by March 27, 2019.  Youth groups should hold onto the Code of Conduct and Liability Release forms.  Do not return those to the District.  Please return your group registration form and payment to the address below.  



Rappahannock River District of the UMC

PO Box 100 Ladysmith, VA 22501 
REFUNDS – You are welcome to substitute other students for those who need to cancel, but there will be NO refunds of registration fees after the March 27 deadline.  We are also unable to accept late registrations.  We need names and info for everyone who will be attending no later than March 27 in order to plan groups, housing, make name tags, etc. Also, we will accept payment for extra spots in case you have a youth who is unsure if they can make the retreat, with the understanding that refunds will not be available for that spot.
**Inclement Weather!  In the event of inclement weather that cancels or shortens the retreat, we will be unable to make refunds.**
Event Staff & Support:

Students participating in the Rappahannock River District Youth Council should plan to arrive at Camp Piankatank by 2 p.m. Friday, April 24th and will return later than the other youth on Sunday.  This allows them time to set up and clean up after the retreat. These students are expected to pay the full registration cost. It would be wonderful if your church or other sponsor paid these costs since RRDYC youth are working and serving during the event.  Please make sure that these students register with their youth group.  If you are interested in being part of the District Youth Council, contact TJ Oliver at rrdyouth@vaumc.org. 
Medications:

Please bring a medical form for each youth with you on the retreat. Administrating medications will be the responsibility of each youth group leader and its adults. There will be additional medical personal present.
Lodging:

Piankatank has camp lodging. The boys and girls will have separate sleeping areas and will be bunked with youth from other churches as well as their own. Please let leaders know if there are any sleeping arrangements needed and we will do our best to accommodate accordingly.
Meals: Meals are included in the overall cost. For those with special dietary needs, Camp Piankatank will be glad to meet those needs. Notify TJ Oliver of the specific needs, and he will forward that information.
Break Out Leaders:
Leadership will be shared!  We’ll divide into grade levels after most worship sessions.  Then from there small groups will form.  All adults will be assigned to a grade level and will help out as needed, leading and joining the conversation with our youth.  We expect to host 100 students at this retreat and need everyone’s help in making this a meaningful, transformative experience for each one. If an adult leader is interested in leading a breakout discussion, please speak with TJ Oliver directly via email: rrdyouth@vaumc.org. 
Packing List:

Camp Piankatank does not provide bed linens. Pack your own bed linens/ sleeping bag, pillow, and towel. Bring your own toiletry items: deodorant! Remember you are at camp, so pack clothes and shoes you wouldn’t mind getting dirty. It might get cool in the evening or first thing in the morning, so a sweatshirt or light jacket is also a good idea. Bring your Bible, and possibly a journal, you never know when you might need them. Oh yeah, a flashlight is ideal.
Camp Activities:
We will be utilizing Camp Piankatank’s variety of activities! These adventure activities are all outdoors, so dress appropriately for them. There will be NO SWIMMING at the water front. Bring your fishing pole if you like. We will also have access to sports fields. Close toed and close heeled shoes are a must for all adventure activities.

Decorations:
This year we would like to ask everyone to join us in decorating the camp! We would like this adventure to be as inclusive and immersive as possible for each and every person that attends. After receiving your registration, TJ Oliver will be in touch to give a theme for your decorations. Your youth are encouraged to use creativity and originality for their decorations. By participating in this small way, we hope the youth can connect personally to the atmosphere that God has brought them to.

Lip Sync Battle:

Attached is a form for the proposed Lip Sync Battle. Please return these forms with your registration forms. We ask that youth leaders please look over the song selection and routine of the participants. While secular songs are acceptable, we ask that the themes and decisions reflect a Christian attitude and mindset. Songs are subject to rejection by the Rappahannock River District Youth Council and/or Coordinator if deemed inappropriate for the environment. We are excited to see each of you participate! 

