
dkEpg ly oFxiy
Hanukkah Song Book

You created this PDF from an application that is not licensed to print to novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com/


First Edition
December 2017

f''ryz elqk

C2

You created this PDF from an application that is not licensed to print to novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com/


Lighting the Hanukkah Candles

The most important part of the holiday is
lighting of the Hanukkah candles. The candles
are placed in the Hanukkiah from right to left
and kindles from left to right. The following
blessings are recited. The only function of the
candles is to be watched. They may not be
used for heat or light.

We light these candles to symbolize a time of festival and celebration and re-
dedication to the values that these candles represent. Throughout the
centuries, Jews light candles to glow brightly for freedom, truth, peace, and
wisdom for all people. We light candles to dispel hate, fear and bigotry and
pray that their light shall glow is our hearts through all the ages.

Barukh atah adonai eloheinu melekh
ha'olam, asher kidshanu bemitzvotav
vetzivanu lehadlik ner shel Hanukkah.

Ep «̈W §C ¦w x ¤W£̀ ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi «¥wŸl¡̀ 'd dŸ ©̀  KExÄ

.dM̈ªp£g l ¤W x¥p wi¦l §c ©d§l Ep«̈E ¦v §e eiz̈F §v ¦n §A

Praised are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, who has sanctified us with His
commandments, and commanded us to kindle the Hanukkah light.

Barukh atah adonai eloheinu melekh
ha'olam, she'asah nisim la-avoteinu
bayamim hahem bazman hazeh

dÜr̈ ¤W ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi «¥wdŸl¡̀ 'd dŸ ©̀  KExÄ

.d¤G ©d o ©n §f ©A m ¥dd̈ mi ¦nÏ ©A Epi«¥zFa£̀©l mi ¦Q¦p

Praised are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, who performed miracles for our
ancesters in those days, and in our  time.

On the first night, add:
Barukh ata Adonai eloheinu melekh
ha'olam, sheheheyanu vekiymanu
vehigi'anu lazman hazeh.

Ep«̈i¡g ¤d ¤W ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi «¥wŸl¡̀ 'd dŸ ©̀  KExÄ

.d¤G ©d o ©n §G©l Ep«̈ri ¦B ¦d §e Ep «̈n§I ¦w §e

Praised are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, who has kept us in life, sustained us,
and enabled us to reach this day.
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How to play dreidel
The dreidel is an adaptation of medieval German gambling dice. The four Hebrew
letters—nun-P, gimmel-B, heh-D, shin-û—stand for “Nes Gadol Hayah Sham“ (a great

miracle happened there—referring to the miracle of
Hanukkah).

The Rules
Everyone in the game starts with 10 or 15 items such
as pennies nuts, raisins, or match-slicks.
Each player puts one of these in the middle (called the
pot).
The dreidel is spun by one player at a time.
Winning or losing depends on which face of the
dreidel is up when it falls.

p nisht or nothing Player does nothing.

b gantz or all Player takes everything in the pot.

d halb or half Player takes half of what is in the pot (or half of the total 
plus one when there’s an odd number).

y shtel or put Player adds two items to the pot. When only one item or
none is left in the pot every player adds one.

1 • Sivivon
Dreidel, spin, spin, spin.
Hanukkah is a great holiday.
Hanukkah is a great holiday.
Dreidel, spin, spin, spin.

Sevivon, sov, sov, sov
Hanukah, hu hag tov
Hanukah, hu hag tov
Sevivon, sov, sov, sov!

,aŸq aŸq aŸq oŸeai ¦a §q
.aŸeh b ©g `Ed dM̈ªp£g
,aŸeh b ©g `Ed dM̈ªp£g
.aŸq aŸq aŸq oŸeai ¦a §q

A joyous holiday for the nation.
A great miracle happened there.
A great miracle happened there.
A joyous holiday for the nation.

Hag simha hu la-am
Nes gadol hayah sham
Nes gadol hayah sham
Hag simha hu la-am.

mr̈̈l `Ed dg̈ §n ¦U b ©g
mẄ dïd̈ lŸecB̈ q¥p

mr̈̈l `Ed dg̈ §n ¦U b ©g
mẄ dïd̈ lŸecB̈ q¥p

1.

2.

3.
4.
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2 • Ma’oz Tzur
Rock of Ages let our song,

Praise your saving power;

Thou amidst the raging foes,

Were our sheltering tower.

Furiously they assailed us,

But Thine arm availed us

And Thy word broke their sword,

When our own strength failed us

Ma'oz tzur yeshu'ati, 

lekha na'e leshabeah.

Tikon beit tefilati, 

vesham toda nezabeah.

Le'et takhin matbeah, 

mitzar hamnabeah,

Az egmor beshir mizmor, 

Hanukat hamizbeah.

 ,i ¦zr̈EW§i xEv fŸern̈
. ©g¥a ©y§l d ¤̀ p̈ L§l

,i ¦zl̈ ¦t §z zi ¥a oŸeM ¦z
, ©g¥a©f §p dc̈ŸeY mÿ §e

 , ©g¥a §h ©n oi ¦kz̈ z¥r§l
, ©g¥a©p §n ©d xv̈ ¦n

 ,xŸen §f ¦n xi ¦y §a xŸen §b ¤̀  f ῭
. ©g¥a §f ¦n ©d z ©kªp£g

3 • Mi Yimalel
Mi yimalel gvurot Israel, 
otan mi yimne?
Hen bekhol dor yakum hagibor go-el ha'am.

Shma ! 
Bayamim hahem bazman hazeh,
Makabi moshi'a ufode.
Uvyamenu kol am Israel, 
Yit-ahed yakum veyiga-el.

,l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i zŸexEa §B l¥N ©n§i i ¦n
?d¤p §n¦i i ¦n oz̈Ÿe`

.mr̈d̈ l ¥̀ ŸeB xŸeA ¦B ©d mEwï xŸeC lk̈ §A o ¥d

! r ©n §W
d¤G ©d o ©n §G ©A m ¥dd̈ mi ¦nÏ ©A

,d ¤cŸetE ©ri ¦WŸen i ¦A ©M ©n
l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i m ©r lM̈ Epi ¥nï §aE

.l ¥̀ B̈¦i §e mEwï ,c ¥g ©̀ §z¦i

Who can retell the things that befell us, who can count them? In every age a hero or
sage came to our aid.

Hark ! 
At this time of year, in days of yore. 
Maccabees the temple did restore.
And today our people, as we dreamed, 
through their faith and courage are redeemed.
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4 • Banu Hoshekh
Banu hoshekh le-garish
Beya-deinu ohr va'esh
Kol ehad hu ohr katan
V'khulanu ohr eitan
Surah hoshekh halah shehor
Surah mipnei haor

W ¥xb̈§l K ¤WŸeg Ep`Ä
W ¥̀ ë xŸe` Epi ¥cï §A

oḧẅ xŸe` `Ed cg̈ ¤̀  lM̈
oz̈i ¥̀  xŸe` Ep̈lªk §e

xŸeg §y d ῭ §ld̈ K ¤WŸeg dẍEq
xŸe`d̈ i¥p §t ¦n dẍEq

We have come to banish night, 
Banish it with candle light 
Each of us is one small light, 
But together we shine bright 
Banish darkness, banish night, 
Hanukkah is the feast of light.

5 • Hanukkah Oh Hanukkah
Hanukah, oh Hanukah
Come light the menorah
Let's have a party, we'll all dance the hora
Gather round the table, we'll give you a treat
dreidels to play with and latkes to eat
And while we are playing
The candles are burning low
One for each night, they shed a sweet light
To remind us of days long ago.
Y'may haHanukkah, Hanukkah mikdasheinu
B'gil u'v'simkha m'malim et libeinu
Laila vayom s'vi'voneinu yisov
Sufganiyot nokhal bam larov
Ha’iru, hadliku neirot Hanukkah rabim
Al hanisim v'al haniflaot
Asher hol'lu haMakabim

,Ep ¥WC̈ §w ¦n z ©Mªp£g dM̈ªp£g ©d i ¥n§i
,Ep ¥A¦l z ¤̀  mi ¦̀ §N ©n §n dg̈ §n ¦U §aE li ¦b §A

,aŸQ¦i Ep¥pŸeai ¦a §q mŸeië dl̈§i©l
.aŸẍl mÄ l ©k Ÿ̀p zŸeI ¦pB̈ §t ªq

!mi ¦A ©x dM̈ªp£g zŸex¥p Ewi¦l §c ©d ,Exi ¦̀ d̈
 zŸe ῭l §t¦P ©d l ©r §e mi ¦Q¦P ©d l ©r

.mi ¦A ©M ©O ©d El§lŸeg x ¤W£̀

Hanukkah, oy Hanukkah, a yom-tov a sheiner
A lustiker, a freilecher, nito noch a zoiner
Ale nacht in dreidlech shpiln mir
Zudik heise latkes esn mir
Geshvinder, tzindt kinder
Di dininke lichtelech on
Zogt "Al ha-nisim", loibt Got far di nisim
Un kumt gicher tantzn in kon.

You created this PDF from an application that is not licensed to print to novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com/


6 • Hanukkah Hag Yafe
Hanukkah, Hanukkah, hag yafe kol kakh 

Or haviv misaviv, gil l’yeled rakh. 

Hanukkah, Hanukkah, s’vivon sov sov 

Sov sov sov! sov sov sov!

ma na-im va-tov.

 KM̈ lM̈ d ¤tï bg̈ ,dM̈Epg̈ ,dM̈Epg̈
 .Kẍ c¤l¤ïl li ¦b ,ai ¦aq̈ ¦n ai ¦ag̈ xF`

 aŸq aŸq oFai ¦a §q ,dM̈Epg̈ ,dM̈Epg̈
!aŸq aŸq aŸq !aŸq aŸq aŸq

.aFhë mi ¦rp̈ dn̈

7 • Al haNisim -- On the Miracles
Al hanissim, ve'al hapurkan,
Ve'al hag'vurot ve'al hateshu'ot,
Ve'al hamilhamot she'asita la'avoteinu
Bayamim hahem, bazman hazeh.

,oẅ §x ªt ©d l ©r §e ,mi ¦q¦p ©d l ©r
l ©r §e ,zŸerEW §z ©d l ©r §e ,zŸexEa §b ©d l ©r §e 

 Epi «zŸea£̀©l z̈i «¦yr̈ ¤y ,zŸeng̈§l ¦n ©d
.d¤f ©d o ©n §f ©a m ¥dd̈ mi ¦nï ©a

In honor of the miracles and deliverance,
Heroic deeds and salvation wrought 
And wars You fought, for our fathers,
In days of yore and in present time.

8 • Ocho Candelicas (Ladino)
Hanukkah's here and soon you'll see 
Eight little candles all for me.  Oh...

One little candle
Two little candles
Three little candles
Four little candles
Five little candles
Six little candles
Seven little candles
Eight little candles all for me.    Oh...

Hanukkah parties I will give 
With happiness and health we'll live

Hanukkah pastries we will eat 
Almonds and honey make them sweet

Hanuka linda sia aki 
Ocho kanddas para mi.    Oh...

Una kandelika 
Doz kandeiikas 
Trez kanddikas 
Kuatro kandeiikas 
Sintju kandeiikas 
Sez kandeiikas 
Sieie kandeiikas 
Ocho kanddas para mi.    Oh...

 Lyrics & music: Flory Jagoda, 1983       Singable English lyrics: Robyn Helzner
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9 • I Have a Little dreidel
I have a little dreidel. 
I made it out of clay.
And when it's dry and ready, 
Then dreidel I shall play.

I have a little dreidel 
I made it out of sand 
And when I spun that dreidel 
It crumbled in my hand

I have a little dreidel 
I made it out of mud 
And when I spun that dreidel 
It landed with a thud

I have a little dreidel 
I made it out of ice 
It melted when I spun it 
Which wasn't very nice

I have a little dreidel 
I made it out of bread 
I didn't spin that dreidel 
I ate it up instead

I have a little dreidel 
I made it out of air 
And when I spun that
dreidel 
It wasn't really there

I have a little dreidel 
I made it in my mind 
And when I spin that
dreidel 
It falls on gimel every time

10 • Likhvod haHanukkah (In Honor of Hanukkah)
Abba gave me a Hanukkiah
A gold and shiny Hanukkiah
Oh, do you know what it's for?
It's in honor of Hanukkah

Ima made me a l'viva
A crisp and brown l'viva
Oh, do you know what it's for?
It's in honor of Hanukkah.

Saba gave me a s'vivon
A bright and spinning s'vivon
Oh, do you know what it's for?
It's in honor of Hanukkah

Savta gave me some chocolate gelt
Some sweet and good chocolate gelt
Oh, do you know what it's for?
It's in honor of Hanukkah

Do you know in honor of what?
It’s in honor of Hanukkah!

Yodim atem likhvod mah?
Likhvod haHanukkah

?d ©n cŸea §k¦l m ¤Y ©̀  mi ¦r §cŸei
!dM̈ªp£g ©d cŸea §k¦l
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11 • Light One Candle
Light one candle for the Maccabee children
With thanks that their light didn't die
Light one candle for the pain they endured
When their right to exist was denied
Light one candle for the terrible sacrifice
Justice and freedom demand
But light one candle for the wisdom to know
When the peacemaker's time is at hand

Don't let the light go out!
It's lasted for so many years!
Don't let the light go out!
Let it shine through our love and our tears.

Light one candle for the strength that we need
To never become our own foe
And light one candle for those who are suffering
The pain we learned so long ago
Light one candle for all we believe in
Let anger not tear us apart
And light one candle to find us together
With peace as the song in our hearts

Don't let the light go out!
It's lasted for so many years!
Don't let the light go out!
Let it shine through our love and our tears.

What is the mem’ry that's valued so highly
That we keep it alive in that flame?
What's the commitment to those who have died
That we cry out they've not died in vain?
We have come this far always believing
That justice would somehow prevail
This is the burden, this is the promise
And this is why we will not fail!

Don't let the light go out!
It's lasted for so many years!
Don't let the light go out!
Let it shine through our love and our tears.

Peter Yarrow- ©1983 Silver Dawn Music ASCAP
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12 • Ner – Li I Have a Candle
Ner li, ner li, ner li dakik,
BaHanukkah neri adlik.
BaHanukkah neri ya'ir,
BaHanukkah shiri ashir.

.wi ¦wC̈ i¦l x¥p ,i¦l x¥p ,i¦l x¥p
.wi¦l §c ©̀  i ¦x¥p dM̈ªp£g ©A

,xi ¦̀ ï i ¦x¥p dM̈ªp£g ©A
.xi ¦W ῭  i ¦xi ¦W dM̈ªp£g ©A

Oh I have a candle, a candle so thin,
On Hanukkah, my candle I'll light.
On Hanukkah my candle will glow bright;
On Hanukkah my song I shall sing.

13 • Let There Be Light
From the vastness of outer space issued a plan 
To separate sea from sky and sand 
But how to give form to the night?
Take a breath, make a wish and say:

LET THERE BE LIGHT!
LET THERE BE LIGHT!
TONIGHT, TONIGHT, TONIGHT!

In the depth of the forest we fashioned our
drums 
To echo the heart-beating heat of the sun 
And call it back from its dark winter flight 
'Round a torch in a cave we sang:

LET THERE BE LIGHT!
LET THERE BE LIGHT!
TONIGHT, TONIGHT, TONIGHT!
LET THERE BE LIGHT!
LET THERE BE LIGHT!
TONIGHT, TONIGHT, TONIGHT!

In the scorch of the desert the Maccabees strained 
Their faith, it was fixed in a flickering flame 
When one day's worth of oil burned eight nights 
Every day they would pray, singing:

LET THERE BE LIGHT!
LET THERE BE LIGHT!
TONIGHT, TONIGHT, TONIGHT!
LET THERE BE LIGHT!
LET THERE BE LIGHT!
TONIGHT, TONIGHT, TONIGHT...

In the wick of the lantern, the flame in your heart 
Is an ember remembering back to the start 
So when nothing is working out right 
Take a breath, make a wish and say:

LET THERE BE LIGHT!
LET THERE BE LIGHT!
TONIGHT, TONIGHT, TONIGHT!
LET THERE BE LIGHT!
LET THERE BE LIGHT!
TONIGHT, TONIGHT, TONIGHT...
TONIGHT, TONIGHT, TONIGHT!

–Billy Jonas – © 2009 (Bing-A-Bucket Music/BMI)
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