
Celebrating the Career of

Peter J. Cheever
To Peter, the common thread for motivation, 

inspiration and satisfaction all lie in appreciating 

the importance of relationships—the key to a 

successful career and to a satisfying life.

Firm Leadership

After being promoted to Vice President of LeMessurier in 1992, 
Peter adapted the firm’s talents to leverage Boston’s massive 
infrastructure projects including Deer Island and the new Central 
Artery. Whereas the firm was geared to building design, they 
found a ready market working for contractors to design support of 
excavation, temporary decking and the foundation of the egg-shaped 
digesters at Deer Island. This work helped bridge the economic lean 
periods of building work and helped create a new culture within the 
firm of the importance of not just good design but collaboration with 
the contractors to complete projects. 

At the turn-of-the-century, Peter led another LeMessurier team, 
along with Larry Griffis’s Walter P. Moore team, in the engineering 
and construction of the 1,700,000 sq ft Boston Convention and 
Exhibition Center, designed by Rafael Viñoly. This massive, fast-
paced and highly visible public job was an intense but satisfying 
career highlight, and relationships that were established with key 
team members, including Jim Rooney and his staff at the MCCA, 
endure today.

In 1983, a seemingly small incident lead to one of the most profound 
influences in Peter’s career.  William Rawn had come to Boston and 
to LeMessurier looking for help with his first project, the Souweine 
Residence in Amherst, Massachusetts, which was featured in Tracy 
Kidder’s bestseller, House. Thus began a 36-year relationship 
where Peter was the standard-bearer in collaborations with William 
Rawn and his team on each of their significant projects, including 
the 8-building West Campus at Northeastern University, and two 
Harleston Parker award-winning projects at the Cambridge Public 
Library and the Boston Public Library Johnson Wing. 

• Peter joined LeMessurier in 1976 after receiving a Bachelor of 
Science in Civil Engineering from Tufts University.

• After completing coursework in the evenings, he earned a Master’s 
Degree from Northeastern University in 1980.

• Mysore Ravindra was made President of LeMessurier in 1992 and 
promoted Peter to Vice President.

• Peter’s affiliation with ASCE began as he assumed the role of 
Secretary of the Tufts Student Chapter of ASCE, continued throughout 
his career, culminating in his achievement as a Life Member.

• In 2003, Peter was approved to join the ASCE Committee on 
Design of Steel Building Structures, a group of top steel designers, 
fabricators, and researchers. He served as Secretary and Chairman 
of the Committee from 2007 to 2011, during which time he often 
spoke at and contributed to Structures Congresses and NASCC. 

• Peter authored several feature articles for Modern Steel 
Construction on LeMessurier projects. 

• In 2011 Peter was elected President of LeMessurier, and in 2015, 
Chairman of the Board.

• For his considerable leadership achievements in structural 
engineering practice, teaching and research, Peter was awarded 
the Tufts University Outstanding Achievement Award in 2015.

Career Highlights

After 43 years at LeMessurier, including 25 years in a 
leadership role, Peter is stepping aside after guiding a 4-year 
transition period for the new leadership, which ensures 
the continued success of the firm. He will reside in Ipswich 
with his partner and soulmate, Anna Hardy, and engage in 
smaller-scale real estate projects, as well as exploring  
here and beyond.



Highlights from a Distinguished Career

A Professional Life

Peter joined LeMessurier in 1976 as part of the design team for a new 
city in Saudi Arabia.  As a new hire, Peter had the good fortune to make 
multiple visits to Rome to work on preliminary designs for the new city 
with the Architect, Brown Daltas.

In the 1980s, Peter teamed with other LeMessurier professionals 
on the many office towers being engineered and led teams on Hugh 
Stubbins’ 30-story One Cleveland Center and 52-story Chase Tower in 
Indianapolis, and John Burgee’s 500 Boylston Street Tower in Boston.

As the savings-and-loan crisis stifled office tower work, Peter’s 
expertise in long-span arenas began. An avid sports fan and Celtics’ 
season ticket holder, it was a dream come true to design the team’s 
new home at the TD Garden. It is one of the most complex arenas in the 
country, where the 20,000-seat arena sits above a train station and a 
five-level below-grade garage. Peter served as project manager for the 
arena and had the opportunity to work closely with classmate Richard 
O’Brien, who was at Parsons Brinkerhoff serving as project manager for 
the train station and garage. The importance of this signature project 
for LeMessurier has been elevated as the three towers surrounding 
it, which were permitted in the 1980s are nearing completion – a true 

testament to the enduring quality of the firm’s work.

Academic and Professional Practice

Early in his career, Peter recognized the benefit of Bill LeMessurier’s 
teaching at MIT and Harvard, as well as the dynamic between 
academic and professional practice. Thus began his 20-year post-
graduation involvement at Tufts: mentoring students, membership on 
the Civil Engineering Department External Advisory Committee, and 
contributing to the Kenturo Tsutsumi Fellowship.

Civic Engagement

Peter is actively involved in his community. Ever the builder, he built 
his family home in Boxford in 1985. He coached Little League baseball, 
youth basketball, and was the President of the Masco Youth Hockey 
Association. Peter also served on the Boxford Building Committee for 
the Town Hall and Police Station.
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