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“The Inspector General’s report now makes clear that the FBI launched an 
intrusive investigation of a U.S. presidential campaign on the thinnest of 

suspicions that, in my view, were insufficient to justify the steps taken.  It is also 
clear that, from its inception, the evidence produced by the investigation was 

consistently exculpatory.  Nevertheless, the investigation and surveillance was 
pushed forward for the duration of the campaign and deep into President Trump’s 
administration.  In the rush to obtain and maintain FISA surveillance of Trump 

campaign associates, FBI officials misled the FISA court, omitted critical 
exculpatory facts from their filings, and suppressed or ignored information 

negating the reliability of their principal source.  The Inspector General found the 
explanations given for these actions unsatisfactory.” – Attorney General Barr 

Top Takeaways:  

• The applications contained “numerous factual errors and omissions” 
and they failed to vet the information.   

• There were “numerous serious performance failures” by those 
handling the FISA applications.  

• The applications relied on the discredited work of Christopher Steele, 
despite its numerous factual inaccuracies and Steele receiving 
funding from the Democrats. 

SIGNIFICANT ERRORS AND SERIOUS FAILURES 

There were “numerous serious factual errors and omissions” in the FISA 
applications.  

 

There were “serious performance failures” by those responsible for the FISA 
applications.  

 

The IG “identified at least 17 significant errors or omissions in the Carter Page FISA 
applications.”   



  

The IG “did not receive satisfactory explanations” for the errors in the applications.  

  

FBI personnel “fell far short” of the requirement that they ensure all information in a 
FISA application is accurate.  

 

COMEY, MCCABE, STRZOK, PAGE, AND OTHERS 

McCabe, Comey, and others wanted to rely on Steele despite knowing of concerns 
that Steele was being funded by Clinton and the DNC.  



 

Comey and McCabe pushed for Steele’s debunked reporting to be included in the 
Intelligence Community Assessment on the 2016 election, despite pushback from the 
CIA. 

 

There were concerns that Strzok and Page were bypassing the chain of command to 
advise McCabe.  

 



The IG concluded that Bruce Ohr “committed consequential errors in judgement.”   

 

THE DISCREDITED STEELE DOSSIER 

The FBI received information “raising significant questions” about Steele’s findings 
and “did not press Steele for information” about who was funding his work.   

  

Steele’s information played a “central and essential role” in the decision to seek the 
FISA order.   

  

The FBI did not have any information corroborating the allegations Steele made 
against Page.  
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