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Amidst the Clouds: Addressing the Crisis in Ukraine

Exodus 40:38
For over the Tabernacle a cloud of »
rested by day, and fire would appear in it
by night, in the view of all the house of
Israel throughout their journeys.
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1. What purpose does the Tabernacle/Mishkan serve for the People? What purpose does it serve for
God?

2. Where (literally and figuratively) are the Israelites in their journey? What challenges do they
now face?

Sforno on Numbers 33:2:2

The reason why we find sometimes the
objective mentioned first and other times
the place of departure, is due to the fact
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that sometimes the people were glad to
get away from a certain place where
unpleasantness had occurred, whereas
other times they were merely glad to
arrive at a new destination hoping for a
pleasant stay in their new encampment.
One of the most vexing aspects of all
these journeys was that the new objective
had never been announced beforehand, so
that the people were always in the dark
about what the next day would bring. In
spite of all these uncertainties they never
refused to follow the cloud and break
camp at a moment’s notice when
required. The reason that both the
breaking of camp and the making of camp
are mentioned separately is because both
entailed a considerable amount of
discomfort.
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1. What challenges is Sforno suggesting the Israelites are facing?
2. How might we apply this text and description of challenges to Jews today?
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Rabbeinu Bahya, Shemot 40:38:1

'R:779: MAW L2132 1120

12 79°9 7°00 WRY 0nY 1awn By o0 v o, “for
the cloud of the Lord would be over the
Tabernacle by day, whereas by night fire
would be above it.” We would have
expected the Torah to write: wx) a2 » 1w
77292 a0 (‘7). Why did the Torah
mention the word “fire” in front of the
word “night” when describing the
presence of heavenly attributes as
manifest in connection with the
Tabernacle? The reason is that the Torah
wanted to use both “day” and “night” as
divine attributes, respectively. (The word
“day” is an alternate name for the
attribute of Mercy, whereas the word
“night” is an alternate name for the
attribute of Justice).

It is well known that the name of the
attribute of Mercy often appears with the
letter » being repeated, such as in the
word ony, [usually translated as “by day.”
Ed.] The basic letters in the word :3°5 are
2%, the letter 17 at the end being the
allusion to the attribute of Justice which is
most active at night.
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1. What are the mechanics of traveling while being led by the pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire?
2. Is attributing Mercy to day and Justice to night an appropriate metaphor? Why or why not?

3. What is the place of Justice and Mercy in the current situation of Ukrainian Jewry? For the
Ukrainian people generally?

Alshich on Torah, Deuteronomy 29:9:4

It can further be explained along these
lines that when the Torah says, "Kol Ish
Yisrael”, "Kol" refers to all of the
component parts that make "Ish Yisrael",
the "person of Israel™ which functions
when all of the component parts are
righteous. Thus Israel is referred to as
"one nation" and "one soul", and the
seventy souls who come down to Egypt
are the root of the holiness which is the
complete unity of the whole nation.
Therefore all of Israel is intertwined with
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each other, and each person is considered T od DX

like one piece of the qomplete bodx, apd 937p2 WO 253 NIRRT *"Yw T
all of the groups are like systems within

the body, and all of their souls are like 2y2 w51 9¥ 7w 'an° X7 °D wITR
one soul which brings them all to life % 9% 1Y YOM 21X A1 127P2 MR
together. And furthermore, because of the WIPH T OnXy PRIRAWY 90

unity of heart of the nation, the soul
placed within it will be holy because it
rests within a united organism. This is the
ultimate desire: that this body will serve
as the sanctuary of God, that the people
themselves will be the Mikdash and the
sanctuary, rather than the city and the
building.
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1. How is Alshich explaining Kol Ish Yisrael? What are the different stages of the Israelites'
development he describes?

2. Given that Jews are scattered all over the world do we have anything that stands in for the
Tabernacle and/or Sanctuary? Does unity among Jews matter?

Derekh HaShem, Part Two, On Divine

9 9 9 !
Providence in General 23 TR NI PIva v P‘?ﬂ TRAL

The Talmud (Shevuot 39a), in discussing 373 9922
the domino effect of sin, concludes with "3T9 37T 22V SRS 93" 1Y R
the Aramaic phrase, Kol yisrael arevim Sy 137 00 ,"m 11w (vh myaw)

zeh bazeh, meaning all of Israel are

9 9 7Y
responsible for each other. This phrase is ONYje3 DNXP DAWPND DRIA1 T 77

the basis of the notion of communal TR A1 INEY? WK 077101 K
responsibility in Jewish law. If one Jew DY 17T 0°05N1 ORI L7217 7NN 7AW
sees another Jew at the verge of sinning, 71OV T 19WYw 1owhD L ROma T

he has an obligation to step in and help.
Even more so, it implies an obligation
on all Jews to ensure that other Jews
have their basic needs for food,
clothing, and shelter taken care of.
Simply by virtue of being a Jew one is
responsible for the well-being of other
Jews, and vice versa.

m>oT2

1. Alshich explains the meaning of 'Kol ish Yisrael," while Derekh Hashem brings in the classic
phrase of Kol Yisrael arevim zeh bazeh. What are the differences and similarities between the two
phrases?

2. What is communal responsibility? What are our obligations to care for the basic needs of all
Jews?

English translations courtesy of Sefaria.org
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Lisbon, Portugal, 1472
Dear Yechiel of Pisa,

| woold Vike Yo tell goo abook events that have taken place among the Jews
of our region.

The King, Yong mag he live, gathered some ships and sailors fo travel to
Africa, where he conguered temitories and fought in the citg of Arzila.
Thank Cod, no Sews died, bat two hondred and ifky were captared - men,
women and children — and they are hangry, thirsty, naked and mach in
need.

When we saw the children of Zion sold as slaves and servants, we, the
\eaders of the Jewish commanity of Portagal, decided Yo call for their
freedom and pag the ransom for their release.

Like the twelve tribes of Israe), we sent fwelve emissaries, myself incladed,
from city Yo citg and countrg Yo countrg to take the children of Ysrael oot of
“Egypt” and collect money o pagy for their ransom.

Thos far, we have ransomed two hondred and twenty of the captives for a
\arge sum of money — Yen thoasand gold coins. As all their property has
been skolen and theg lack clothing and food, we mast provide Yor all their
needs.

We have thirty prisoners get to ransom, who have fallen inko the hands of
very harsh masters.

This is a brief account of the events that we have been stragoling with dagy
and night.

On hearing this, all Jews will be ovtraged and profoundly moved.

Yitzhak Ben Yehoda Abarbane)

(Based on a letter from Rabbi Don Yitzhak Ben Yehuda Abarbanel to Yechie! of Pisa)

Excerpted from Friends across the Sea: A textbook about Jewish Peoplehood, TALI Education

Fund, Curriculum Department, 2012.

1. What events is Abarbanel describing in his letter?
2. Does the assistance effort he describes parallel other major events in Jewish history?
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100 Old Country Tales :

away from Kasrilevke, I immediately ask myself: What's hap-
pening there, in my home town?

For your information, no matter how small, forlorn, and
castaway Kasrilevke may be, it is connected to the rest of the
world by a sort of wire which if tapped at one end delivers a
message at the other. Let me put it another way. Kasrilevke
can be compared to an unborn child, tied to its mother’s
umbilical cord, that feels everything the mother feels. The
mother’s pain is the child’s pain and vice versa. The only
thing that puzzles me is why Kasrilevke feels the troubles and
woes of the entire world, while absolutely no one cares about
Kasrilevke, or sympathizes with its afflictions. Kasrilevke is a
kind of stepchild of the world. The first to react to a mis-
fortune, Kasrilevke scurries about more than anyone else and
goes without sleep till it practically knocks at death’s door.

Yet—oh blast those anti-Semitesl—should this stepchild it-
self fall ill and collapse in a corner, burning feverishly like an
oven, wasting away for lack of food, and thirsting for lack of
water, you may be sure that not a soul would even cast a
glance in its direction.

Excerpted from "The Great Panic of the Little People™ in Old Country Tales [by] Sholom Aleichem:

Selected and Translated, with an Introd. by Curt Leviant; Putnam, 1965.

Sholem Aleichem (1859-1916) grew up in the shtetl of Voronkiv and lived in Kyiv.

1. What tone does Aleichem take in the story? What sense does it give you of the community he
depicts?

2. Is Kasrilevke comparable to a community with which you are familiar? Does it describe the
broader Jewish community today? Why or why not?



