Creation of Immigration Support Group at OLOW
Address to Parishioners
[bookmark: _Hlk193061570]Introduction: Good morning/afternoon. I wish to speak with you today about starting a new group at OLOW for supporting immigrants in our community. You may be aware that there are several parishioners who have already been dedicated to this cause: Rita Hill, Sue Perry, Essie Mahaffey, Melanie Mokrenski and Sr. Becky Vonderhaar. They have been meeting with an active immigrant support group at Christ the Good Shepherd in Lincoln Park for several years. 
What is Basis for Need: Current events highlight the increasing distress experienced by immigrants in our country - and indeed throughout the world. Catholic Social Teaching (CST) recognizes the fundamental rights of persons to migrate and promotes the dignity of every human as being created in the image of God; this imperative provides the foundation for taking action. St. John Paul the Second said it well during his address on World Migration Day 30 years ago: “Solidarity means taking responsibility for those in trouble”.
Immigrants in our country ARE in trouble – they are threatened with the weakening of constitutional rights and mass deportation thereby reducing their ability to secure the basic needs required to live peacefully. The fear created by the current policies is causing undue stress to individuals and families right here in our Downriver community. We are called as Catholics to respond to the needs of our sisters and brothers as they navigate the perils of the present situation. One recent example is the apprehension and detaining of Jose Jaimes (Hymez) who was dropping off his son at Boyd Arthurs Middle School in Trenton in early March. 
What are the Primary Objectives:  Supporting immigrants in our local community would happen through the following key initiatives: 
· Educating the faith community here at OLOW.
· Providing accompaniment and direct support to immigrants.
· Engaging in Rapid Response and Advocacy
These actions are patterned after the Detroit-based grassroots immigrant support organization called Strangers No Longer. I will briefly describe examples of these actions in a moment.
[bookmark: _Hlk193061553]What is the Group Structure: A Circle of Support would be created to carry out the primary objectives within the parish. Parishioners interested in joining the Circle of Support will meet on a regular basis (e.g., monthly) to develop concrete plans for advancing these objectives. After the Circle of Support is active and functioning, our Family of Parishes could be invited to participate. 
I’ll note that Strangers No Longer provides guidance and direction for Circle of Support groups already active throughout our archdiocese and in other parts of Michigan. Our group at OLOW would participate with Strangers No Longer to become an affiliated Circle of Support. 
What are a few examples of Actions to Support the Primary Objectives: 
· Education: Provide the parish with information on Catholic Social Teaching related to immigrants. For example, the recent edition of Focus from the Michigan Catholic Conference provides an excellent primer on this issue – copies are available in the gathering area, and I encourage you to take one if you haven’t already done so.
· Accompaniment/Direct Support: One action would be to adopt an immigrant/refugee family and provide support such as food, clothing, financial assistance, and transportation. 
· Rapid Response and Advocacy: Rapid response can take on several forms, but one concrete action is to arrange a prayer vigil for an immigrant facing an enforcement hearing or is being detained. Advocacy pertains to calling, emailing, and meeting with elected officials and other persons in authority to endorse immigrant rights and humane immigration policies.
What does Accountability look like: The group would be responsible to the parish for the following:
· Provide information and updates about group activities in The Branch;
· Provide updates to Fr. Bob, the parish staff, and the Christian Service Commission;
· Address the congregation at weekend Masses as requested by Fr. Bob; and
· Participate with Strangers No Longer to stay connected with efforts and events that are taking place in other parishes throughout the archdiocese.
Closing: I’ve met with Fr. Bob several times in the past few months on this issue and really appreciate his support and guidance. We recognize that there will be challenges and even opposition by some members of our parish by introducing this ministry – the potential for creating division is real. However, there is real opportunity to deepen our commitment to support a segment of vulnerable and marginalized persons in our community, just as Jesus did and continues to do through us. This ministry will not be right for everyone, but some of you will be moved by the Holy Spirit to participate. I pray that you will heed that call when He comes knocking. 
I will be available to answer questions after Mass, and have a table set up with additional information. Thank you and may God bless you and your families. 
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