
 

Week #2. 
The World Day of Migrants and Refugees and the 
Impact of the Presidential Determination Process 
 
This week, the (Insert Name of Parish/Institution) Circle of Support continues its series of articles on the 
topic of immigration.  We look first at the Catholic Church’s teachings as Pope Francis celebrated the 
106th World Day of Migrants and Refugees this past fall.  We also discuss how the Presidential 
Determination process has impacted the ability of these immigrant groups to find refuge in the United 
States.  As we begin a new Administration, immigrants rights organizations across the country have 
begun advocating for significant changes to our country’s immigration policies.   
 
September 27, 2020, was the 106th World Day of Migrants and Refugees.  Pope Francis’s theme in 2020 
was: Like Jesus Christ, forced to flee.  So often we look at migrants, refugees and displaced persons as 
statistics, but they are real people! Once we get to know them and hear their stories, we are able to 
understand the precarious nature of their existence.  This is a constant in the lives of displaced persons. 
 
In his remarks at the 2020 World Day of Migrants and Refugees, Pope Francis said the following: 
During the flight into Egypt, the child Jesus experienced with his parents the tragic fate of the displaced 
and refugees, which is marked by fear, uncertainty and unease.  Unfortunately, in our times, millions of 
families can identify with this sad reality. …In each of these people forced to flee to safety, Jesus is 
present as he was at the time of Herod.  In the faces of the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the sick, 
strangers and prisoners, we are called to see the face of Christ who pleads with us to help.  If we can 
recognize him in those faces, we will be the ones to thank him for having been able to meet, love and 
serve him in them. 
 
The United States has a long history of welcoming and resettling refugees from around the world.  Each 
year, the President is required by law to consult with Congress to determine the number of refugees 
allowed to be admitted to the U.S., a process known as the “Presidential Determination” (PD).  In 
October 2020, the Trump Administration sent a recommendation to Congress for a PD of 15,000 for 
Fiscal Year 2021, the lowest level since the passage of the Refugee Act in 1980. President Biden has 
pledged to increase the annual refugee admissions cap to 125,000 in the 12-month period starting 
October 1, 2021. 
 
Were this number to remain at 15,000, it would mark the fourth consecutive year that our country 
would have the lowest refugee admission goal in the program’s history.  Meanwhile, there are over 26 
million refugees worldwide with over 1.44 million in need of resettlement.  These PD decreases have 
already meant lost protection for religious minorities; for example, in 2016, 1,524 Iraqi Christians 
received refuge in the U.S. compared with only 96 in 2019 — a 94% decrease. 
 
As Catholics, we affirm the inherent dignity of every person and the ability of refugees to seek security 
and safety for themselves and their family members.  Further reducing refugee resettlement numbers 
means that refugees fleeing persecution are left in harm’s way, that refugee families are left separated 
across the continents and that the U.S. looses its global leadership position with respect to refugee 
resettlement. 
 
 
 



 

What can we do? 
You can learn more about this issue and contact the new Administration leadership directly by email to 
urge them to increase the number of refugees resettled in the U.S. for FY 2021 here: 
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/ 
 
Please pray for all immigrants and refugees, and for more merciful immigration policies in the year 
ahead. 
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