
  

 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

WELCOME  

 

HYMN (vss. 1- 4)                                          Amazing Grace 

 

 
 

 

THE LENTEN ACCLAMATION  

 

Officiant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins; 

People God’s mercy endures for ever. 

                              

THE SUMMARY OF THE LAW 

 

Officiant Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel:  The Lord your God is the 

only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
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mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. 

There is no commandment greater than these."  

 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Officiant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We 

are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Officiant Almighty God, have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep you in 

eternal life.  

People  Amen. 

 

KYRIE 

 

 
 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY                              

 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you.   

Officiant Let us pray. Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven 

to be the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he 

may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. 

People Amen. 

 

THE FIRST READING                                      1 Samuel 16:1-13 

 

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being 

king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I 

have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, 



  

he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 

the LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall 

anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came 

to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come 

peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and 

come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 

sacrifice.  When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now 

before the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height 

of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on 

the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and 

made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse made 

Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his 

sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 

Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, 

but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit 

down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful 

eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel 

took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of 

the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to 

Ramah. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL           Psalm 23; Dominus regit me 

The congregation is invited to join the choir in singing the Psalm.                                                       Plainsong 

 

 
 
1The LORD | is my shepherd; 

I shall not | be in want. 
2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 

and leads me be- | side still waters. 
3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 

and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. 



  

THE SECOND READING                                      Ephesians 5:8-14 

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the 

fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to 

the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is 

shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light 

becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake!  

Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God 

 
ANTHEM                              My eyes for beauty pine; Hebert Howells 

 

My eyes for beauty pine, My soul for Goddes grace: No other care nor hope is mine, To heaven I turn my face. One 

splendour thence is shed From all the stars above: Tis named when God's name is said, 'Tis Love, 'tis heavenly Love.  

And every gentle heart, That burns with true desire, Is lit from eyes that mirror part Of that celestial fire.  

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                          John 9:1-41 

 

Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor 

his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must 

work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As 

long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the 

ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, 

“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back 

able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this 

not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, 

but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then 

how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my 

eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 

They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”  They brought to the Pharisees the 

man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and 

opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said 

to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, 

“This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a 

man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind 

man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”  

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 

parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say 



  

was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our 

son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know 

who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this 

because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed 

Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of 

age; ask him.”So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 

him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know 

whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to 

him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you 

already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to 

become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples 

of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where 

he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he 

comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he 

does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been 

heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he 

could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to 

teach us?” And they drove him out.  Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he 

found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell 

me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking 

with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this 

world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become 

blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are 

we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We 

see,’ your sin remains.” 

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People   Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE SERMON 

 

THE NICENE CREED  

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 

the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 

heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  and was made 

man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried. On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 

spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 



  

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 

the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

Leader Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all who are in need. 

God of insight, open the hearts of the church and the world to all who testify to your deeds of power.  

Raise up voices in your church that are often silenced or overlooked due to age, gender expression, 

race, or economic status. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of insight, empower us to care for the land and all living things that dwell in it and beneath it. 

Provide rich soil for crops to grow. Bring rain to lands suffering drought. Protect hills and shorelines 

from damage caused by erosion. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of insight, bring peace to all people and nations. Anoint leaders who seek goodness, 

righteousness, and truth on behalf of all. Frustrate the efforts of those who would seek to cause 

violence or terror. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of insight, you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly to all who seek prayer this 

day. Accomplish healing through the work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists, and 

all who tend to human bodies. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

 

God of insight, help this assembly lift up the unique gifts of each person who enters, no matter their 

physical capacity, cognitive ability, or sensory need. Help us to be creative and brave in making our 

facilities and our ministries accessible to all. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of insight, you call out to those who are asleep and awaken them to new life with you. We give 

thanks for your saints. Join us together with them as your children in this world and the next. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

As we turn to you, O God, in these anxious and uncertain times caused by the global spread of the 

Coronavirus: Give us your peace and may your steadfast love dwell in us.  

 

We pray for those who are infected, quarantined or at heightened risk; for the families of those who 

are sick or have died; for doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals; for the leaders of 



  

every nation and all who make decisions on how to face the challenges ahead; and for all affected by 

this pandemic disease.   

 

You may add your own intercessions and thanksgivings, either silently or aloud. 

Please consider the following names for your personal petitions.  

 

The Church and those who minister:  The Diocese of South Carolina:  Henry Parsley, Visiting Bishop, 

the Standing Committee and the Search Committee; Denise, Mark, Pamela, Sandy, Kerry, George, Jack, 

Greg, Gordon, and Woody, our clergy; Blake, our Chaplain, Pam Crossley—Postulant for the 

Diaconate.  The Episcopal Church: Michael Bruce Curry, Presiding Bishop.  The Episcopal Church in 

Cheraw:  Mr. Phil Powell & Ms. Sarah Spruill, Wardens Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui - The Most Rev. 

Paul Kwong - Archbishop of Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui & Bishop of Hong Kong Island, St. Jude’s, 

Walterboro 

 

First Responders, those who provide humanitarian aid and those serving in the Armed Forces:  Bowen, 

Christopher, Garrett, Joe, Joey, Raina, Robbie, Rob, Seth, and Thom; the McGregor Family, Todd, 

Casey, Noah, Christopher, Kevin, Kip, Cameron 

 

The sick and the suffering:  Anita, Anna, Anthony, Barbara, Bill, Bob, Carl, Carole, Carolyn Jane, 

Christi, Carson, Charlie, Cheryl, Connie, Dan, David, Deanna, Denise, Dottie, Douglas, Eileen, 

Elizabeth, Elva, Eric, Frederick, Ginger, Grant, Gray, Haley, Hattie, Ian, Jamie, Jan, Jane, Jim, Jo, 

Johnny, Joseph, JR, Julie, Helen, Kaaren, Katherine, Kathleen, Kathy, Kay, Keith, Kelly, Lauren, Lucas, 

Paul, Peggy, Landis, Leslie, Linda, Marianne, Michael, Michaela,  Marilyn, Nathalie , Norma, Park, 

Patrick, Ramon, Ric, Ryan, Scott, Sergei, Sheila, Shirley, Sue, Susan, Suzy, Todd, Warren, Will, 

Willard, Zoe  

 

Officiant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 

Officiant Look down in mercy, Lord, on your people who kneel before you; and grant that those 

whom you have nourished by your Word may bring forth fruit worthy of repentance; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you, and remain with you always. 

People  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



  

HYMN                                 God be with you 

 

 
 

THE PEACE 

  

Officiant The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you.  

 
For the Liturgy 

Officiant   The Very Reverend Mark R. Brinkmann, senior associate  

Preacher   The Reverend Denise Ann Trogdon, rector 

Assisting   The Reverend Pamela Fahrner, associate 

Musicians                              Dr. Jason A. Wright, minister of music and the arts  

Voces Sacris 

     Carol Owen, soprano 

     Melea Brotherton, alto 

     Jerry Simmons, tenor 

     Paul Barnard, bass 
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Celebrating and Sharing God’s love for all. 
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