Fall 2020

Administration Nest
John VanPelt - Principal
A lot has happened
since we welcomed
325 students into the
school in September
during a global
pandemic and we are
happy to share a little
bit of the excitement we experience
in learning together in this new world.
You will see that there have been many
ways that we have needed to adjust to
meet the guidelines and expectations
we face in responding to COVID-19.
We established 4 priorities at the
beginning of this school year:
- Commitment to the vision of
the school
- Commitment to providing
engaging learning experiences
- Commitment to the health
and safety of our students,
staff and broader community
- Commitment to providing
social engagement for our
students
There have been challenges but I
am so grateful for the work of our
staff, our student leaders, our students
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and our parents in making this transition successful to this point.
We started our school year with the theme taken from Psalm 25
where we are reminded that our hope is in our Lord and Saviour.
Even, or especially, in trying and difficult times, we confess that
everything we do is rooted in the hope we have through the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. More than ever. our students
need to be equipped for lives of Christian faith and service.
On a daily basis our teachers and staff have been outstanding
in attending to the learning needs of our students. They have
demonstrated flexibility and grace as they teach to students in
their classrooms, to students learning from home (or in other
countries), as well as students in a different classroom, utilizing
new technology to ensure all our students have opportunities
to engage in learning. They have adapted well to the new
expectations and have been quick to adopt new teaching strategies
in a new environment.
Daily screening, face masks, social distancing, plastic barriers,
smaller class sizes, regular cleaning and sanitizing, have become
the new normal in our school day as we try to ensure a safe
environment for our staff and students. And while none of us
prefer these restrictions or requirements, it is amazing how well
our students and staff have responded to the efforts to keep
Woodland a safe environment.
In our COVID world we are concerned about the social
isolation that so many people experience when they are unable
to connect with friends and community. Anxiety and depression
can easily take hold of our students when they miss normal
community connections. Over the course of this new school year
we have looked for opportunities for our students to find these
connections while still maintaining a safe environment. Our
student government has been creative in organizing activities
for our students to be involved in like Ninerfest, outdoor
assemblies, intramurals, a Bob Ross painting evening, and a
few spirit days.
A highlight for us this fall was the graduation ceremony
for our Class of 2020. It was an outdoor event framed by
the beautiful colours of the forest. By limiting numbers and
running three graduation events we were able to enjoy more
intimate celebrations of our graduated students highlighting
their unique contributions to our community for the last
number of years. But there are also events like our annual
Heritage Day, that we will be sad to miss this year.
We ask for you continued support and for your prayers
throughout this school year. Pray for safety for our staff and
students and a positive spirit of cooperation as staff and students
work together at Woodland to ensure that young people are
equipped for lives of Christian faith and service.

HERITAGE
DAY 2020
Along with many other things this year, Heritage Day is
looking very different. The day when we normally invite
all of our grandparents and grandfriends to the school is
not able to happen this year, but we as students still wanted
to reach out to you and have some version of a “Heritage
Day”! Since we can’t walk around the halls and classrooms
together this year, we have decided to tell you about the
protocols we have been following and what this looks like!
Each day at school, there are staggered times when we
as students are allowed to go to our lockers, have breaks in
class, and go for lunch. We walk in one big circle around the
school so that everyone is going the same direction to limit
hallway traffic, as well as having smaller class sizes to allow
for better social distancing.
With the protocols in place, we have been able to have
some of our annual events so far, such as chapels and
Ninerfest! At Ninerfest, student leaders and teachers were
able to provide the grade nines with a memorable night
that made them feel more comfortable at Woodland and
get to know their new classmates better! It was a night filled
with fun games, good food, beautiful worship, and many
memories. Our first chapel of the year was held out back in
the soccer field, where all the students sat socially distanced

Safety signage, plexi
shields and sanitizer
are seen throughout
the school

Engage
Less students and increased
social distancing can be seen
in classrooms

to listen to some words our student
leaders had to say about our theme
this year “Boast in Hope”. We were
also able to listen to one of the
praise teams and connect with God
through ways other than singing,
such as extending arms, praying,
and just focusing on the beautiful
words being sung.
Last year, we began working on a project that would make learning a little
bit different and more exciting, the outdoor classroom! This fall, students
have been able to learn outside in the fresh air instead of the regular
classroom, which is enjoyed by many. Additionally, some Grade 12 students
put together an outdoor shelter this year so that we were able to eat lunch
outside comfortably.

Our outdoor
classroom is
getting lots
of use!

Enfold

Heritage Day
continued from page 3

The students present at school in person are
not the only ones enriched by our teachers, as we
also have a few students who have chosen to learn
remotely. They participate in class by joining on
zoom conference calls and are still able to ask
questions and engage with students and teachers.
One of the remote students, Sophia Bisch, says
“learning remotely has allowed me to keep up with
my studies from home while still being connected
to the school community. The school has done an amazing job
including me in the lessons and in the classroom, and I am still
able to interact with my teachers and peers every day. Even though
I'm not physically at school, I still feel like I am part of a larger
community that walks alongside me, helping me to succeed, and
supporting me and my family in our everyday lives.”
By continuing to provide online learning, students are able to stay
home when needed; for a mental health day, a sick day, or for other
reasons and still be able to fully participate in class. This continues
to show how the teachers really are doing everything in their power
to create a healthy and safe work environment. Naomi RobertsonLauzon, a Grade 11 student, said: “my favourite part of Heritage
Day was being able to show my grandparents the community of
Woodland.” We wish to be able to see all of your beautiful faces,

but as this is not safe we are thankful that we were able to reach
out to you in additional ways.
As a Woodland community, we hope that you get an idea of
how school looks this year, and we wish that we could be together
doing things that would have usually taken place. The bands
performing music pieces, serving soup and buns, walking around
the halls conversing with each other, and worshiping the One who
brought this community together. A Grade 11 student, Courtney
Gibson, said perfectly: “I really like seeing the joy and love in the
grandparents eyes when they come to Woodland and see their
grandkids”, and that is something we will always cherish. We
wanted to thank you all for your continued support to the school,
students, and staff and we pray that you all stay safe and have a
blessed year.

To watch a video of Heritage Day, please go to:
https://youtu.be/JQiyH8qGp2o

Welcome Back Cavaliers

Graduation
On October 10 we celebrated the class of 2020
at Graduation. Due to social distancing and public
health restrictions we needed to be creative in how
we accomplished this. Earlier in the Spring, during
school shut down, teachers delivered Grad lawn
signs to each graduate and also compiled a Blessing
video for the students. However, graduation
was deferred to the fall. Considering all of the
other disappointments and cancellations of the
spring semester we felt it was both necessary and
important to honour our graduates in person.
As our speaker, Mr. Harris noted, it was a trilogy
of graduations. Some trilogies don't work, but we
put forth our best effort to make this one a success.
The large tent was rented and pitched out in the
back of the school with a beautiful backdrop of the
hardwood forest's changing colours and the tan of
corn waiting to be harvested. Graduates and their
parents were able to attend to receive their awards
and diplomas in three separate but identical
ceremonies.
Mr. Hazenberg and Mrs. Wiebenga honoured the
graduates with our memories of them and a bible
verse for each. Valedictorian Melissa Goossen and
Vice-Principal Mr. Harris spoke at each ceremony.
While not everyone could attend, the grad was
live-streamed and later compiled in video format
for YouTube.
What a blessing to once
again see the young men and
women that comprise the
Class of 2020!

This Anishinaabe image on
Manitoulin Island encourages
us to see ourselves as a part of
seven generations, three that
came before, and the three
that follow. It was the visual
metaphor of our graduation
address.

Be strong

and courageous.

DO NOT BE AFRAID OR
DISCOURAGED. FOR THE LORD
YOUR GOD IS WITH YOU
WHEREVER YOU GO.

(JOSHUA 1:9)

the

grove

student council spotlight

The students here at
Woodland have been busy
adapting to the new normals
that have come with this
pandemic. We’ve tried to
focus on God’s hope as a
student body and have been
implementing opportunities to live this out
everywhere possible. We’ve begun to dive deeper
into what it means to “Boast in Hope” through
our first three chapels, two of which have been
outside and one a video chapel. Our annual
food drive also took place, although a little bit different than
other years. We wanted to continue to provide hope to our
greater community, and through partnering with Ray of Hope
we as a school were able to donate more than 700 cans and
over $150 in cash, which we're sure the Lord will use to bless

many in the community. As we continue to look for and share
the great hope of God, I ask that you keep our school in your
prayers. Support us through prayers of strength, health, and
perseverance as we work through this new form of school.
- Raelee Vanassault - President, Grade 12 Student

Woodland’s Fall Dessert and
Benefit Auction Online Edition
Thank you to everyone who sponsored,
donated, volunteered, and participated in
the Online Auction. With your support, the
school was able to raise a total of $38,000
for the Tuition Assistance Fund! Although
we were not able to meet in person, the
online auction was a great way to connect
with one another while raising funds for a
great cause.

Announcements
Remembrance
Day

Introduction to Gary Veenstra
We are excited to announce that Gary Veenstra has accepted
the position of Business Director at Woodland and began his
time at Woodland on October 1. Gary is a Certified Professional
Accountant and has previously worked as an analyst at TD Canada
Trust and more recently in the business office at Mohawk College.
Gary Veenstra is from the Hamilton area and is married to
Laura. He has three children, a son Michael who attends the
University of Waterloo, a daughter Stephanie who attends
Mohawk College/McMaster University, and a daughter Bethany
who attends Hamilton District Christian High School. He attends
Immanuel Christian Reformed Church in Hamilton.
Gary says that he "is very excited about becoming our next
Business Director and providing strong financial leadership to
the Woodland Christian High School community." Welcome to
Woodland Gary!

Remembering
MICHAEL
SMITH

THE STAFF AND STUDENTS WOULD LIKE TO
EXPRESS OUR DEEPEST CONDOLENCES TO
PAUL, LYNN AND NATHANIEL SMITH FOR THE RECENT
PASSING OF MICHAEL, ON OCTOBER 24, 2020.

At 10:07 am on Remembrance Day the students
witnessed a flyover by Dr. Derek Pasma, Air Crew
Commander, Royal Canadian Air Force where
he flies the C-130J Super Hercules. Due to the
pandemic, many traditional Remembrance Day
ceremonies have had to be cancelled - so we are
having some of the ceremonies brought to us.
Derek is the son of a former Woodland teacher,
Marjorie Pasma, and her husband Jake. Derek is a
graduate of Redeemer University, where he earned
a degree in Psychology, the University of New
Brunswick, where he earned a Master’s degree in
Psychology, and finally, Carleton University where
he earned his Ph.D. Derek lives with his wife Rikki
and their 3 children near Kingston, where he works
out of the Canadian Forces Base in Trenton. Derek
has completed many tours of service both in peacekeeping and in NATO - these tours have taken
him to the far north of Canada, the Middle East,
and Africa. A highlight of his career has been to
participate in the London (England) Air Show.

2021-2020 Inquires
DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS?
Considering Christian High School?
Explore Woodland from the comfort of
your home with a virtual open house, one
of our recruitment videos, or schedule a
one-on-one meeting that’s tailored to your
questions & concerns.
Our Admissions Department is available to
meet with you during the school day or after
school hours to share more about Woodland
and to answer any questions you may have.
In order to keep our students, staff, and
faculty safe during the Covid pandemic, we
are limiting visitors on campus at this time,
so please speak to an enrollment specialist
before coming for a tour.
Email or call the school and one of our
admission professionals will be happy to meet
you via Zoom to answer your questions and
to help you begin the enrollment process.
Email your request directly to
admissions@woodland.on.ca or Connect
Virtually at www.woodland.on.ca

View and download our 2020 Impact Report at
woodland.on.ca/impactreport
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