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Hunterdon County Proudly Raises KIA Honor Flag  

On Patriot’s Day 
 

 

Joined by a large crowd of Veterans, Military Service members, public officials and interested 

citizens, Hunterdon County officials ceremonially raised the Killed In Acton (KIA) Honor Flag 

at the Historic Courthouse in Flemington on April 16th, as required by a new state law. 

 

A video of the ceremony can be found on the County website, www.co.hunterdon.nj.us, click on 

the Freeholder page, Hunterdon County’s Facebook wall 

(www.facebook.com/HunterdonCountyNJ/) and on the new Hunterdon County Instagram 

account, county_of_hunterdon. 

 

Suzanne Lagay, Deputy Director of the Hunterdon County Freeholder Board, led the ceremonies 

stating, “We are here today to honor the military service members who have given their all for 

the freedom we all enjoy in the United States of America, and to do so on Patriot’s Day is most 

fitting. 

 

Patriots do not belong to a specific political party—although they may.  Patriots are not 

necessarily in the military—although they often are. Patriots are folks like you and me who 

gather in gratitude to commemorate the heroic acts of men and women, willing to pay the 

ultimate price to insure our freedom and freedom for others around the globe. Today we honor 

those who made that ultimate sacrifice by raising this Killed in Action Honor Flag.” 

 

Freeholder John W. King, who spearheaded the distribution of KIA Honor Flags to Hunterdon 

County municipalities at no cost, said during his remarks, “Patriotism runs deep in Hunterdon 

County and that has been confirmed here today with this solemn ceremony and all of you who 

are here in attendance. 

 

 We have chosen Patriot’s Day for this ceremony because it represents the very first time 

Americans were killed in action, the colonial minutemen at Lexington and Concord in 1775, who 

spilled their blood in the fight for our liberty, freedom and independence. 

 

And we recognize that so many hundreds of thousands of others have made that sacrifice through 

all the years, in places near and far. Including United States Army Master Sergeant Jonathan 

Dunbar of Texas, who was killed in action on March 30, 2018, serving our nation and protecting 

our freedom, during Operation Inherent Resolve in Syria.  We honor his memory and all those 

who made the ultimate sacrifice -- through the symbol of this flag.” 

 

Special guest speaker, Colonel Mark A. Piterski, Deputy Adjutant General of the New Jersey 

Department of Military and Veteran Affairs, and a Veteran of service in Iraq, thanked Hunterdon 

County for being one of the first counties in the State to officially raise the KIA Honor flag and 

for donating flags to municipalities in the county. 

 

http://www.co.hunterdon.nj.us/
http://www.facebook.com/HunterdonCountyNJ/


The Hunterdon Report 
Vol. 25 
April 25, 2018 

 

 

 

 

Reverend David Errickson provided the invocation and benediction for the ceremonies that were 

also attended by Senator Kip Bateman, Assemblyman Roy Freiman, County Clerk Mary Melfi, 

Surrogate Susan Hoffman, Sheriff Fred Brown, and Prosecutor Anthony Kearns, III. 

 

The Flag was officially raised by three members of the Battery B, 3rd and 112th Army Field 

Artillery Regiment in Flemington, accompanied by the South Park and District Pipes and Drums, 

followed by a rendition of Taps by John Saleeby from Bugles Across America. 

  

A new state law was enacted in 2017 which requires the state and county and local governments 

to display the KIA Honor Flag at its principal building. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


