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Opposition To Governor’s Decision 

 To Close County Parks Grows 
 

Freeholder John E. Lanza, the Board’s liaison for Parks, reported at the April 21st Hunterdon 

County Freeholder meeting, that opposition to Governor Phil Murphy’s directive to close county 

parks continues to grow, as this week a Passaic County Freeholder has called for the Governor to 

reconsider his decision. 

 

Lanza, a Republican, stated, “This should not be considered a partisan issue.  I was encouraged 

to learn that Democratic Freeholder T.J. Best of Passaic County has also called for the park 

closing policy to change.  The Freeholder said, and I agree, ‘we need parks open as opposed to 

forcing people to stand on tight corners.’  I can appreciate the concern of the officials in the 

state’s heavily populated urban areas.” 

 

On April 8th when the Hunterdon County Freeholder Board called for the decision on county 

parks to be left to county officials, Freeholder Board Director Shaun C. Van Doren said, 

“Hunterdon County’s Parks Division had already taken steps to close park facilities, ball fields 

and soccer fields, and to fence off playgrounds, had put in place signage directing that social 

distancing be observed, and had Park Rangers taking action to ensure there were no gatherings.   

 

These steps have been effective.  The decision on parks’ closings should be made by officials 

closest to the scene.” 

 

Lanza pointed out that, “People are cooped up inside under stay at home orders.  The public 

needs access to county parks and trails to help with mental health, in addition to physical health. 

I am heartened that this message is also coming from other officials around the state.” 

 

Despite the concerns raised by both Democratic and Republican Freeholders, on Monday a vote 

on a resolution re-opening state and county parks was stopped in the state Assembly by a 52-27, 

along party lines.  Hunterdon County Assembly members Erik Peterson and John DiMao voted 

to re-open the parks. 

 


