
Hunterdon Freeholders Start Online Petition To Restore  
Governor’s State School Aid Cuts 

 
 
Hunterdon County Freeholder John E. Lanza has called on the County’s school districts, 
parents, property taxpayers, and teachers to join the Freeholders in a lobbying campaign 
through an online petition again this year, to restore the $2.7 million in state school aid cuts 
proposed in Governor Phil Murphy’s FY 2021 budget. 
 
Freeholder John E. Lanza stated at the March 3rd Freeholder meeting, “Nineteen Hunterdon 
school districts will see $2.7 million in cuts in the proposed state budget. This is on top of 
the $2.1 million proposed cut last year.” 
 
In 2019, Freeholder John E. Lanza initiated an on-line petition drive that was successful in 
calling attention to the school aid cuts with state legislators. Nearly 1000 Hunterdon 
County residents, taxpayers, parents, and teachers signed onto the petition.   
 
The on-line petition will be available on the County website and Facebook. 
 
“We are advised there is a special $50 million fund in the Governor’s proposed budget that 
can go to help alleviate school aid cuts around the state.  We have to re-invigorate all of the 
stakeholders again this year to fight to gain a share of those funds to prevent any school aid 
cuts in Hunterdon County,” the Freeholder said. 
 
Freeholder John E. Lanza also spoke on the funding cuts during the meeting, “School aid 
cuts directly affect on property taxes, the quality of education for our school children, and 
teacher jobs. Last year the Governor proposed $2.1 million in aid cuts to Hunterdon 
schools, while increasing education aid across the state by $440 million. 
 
This year he is proposing raising the income tax to generate $600 million to be dedicated to 
school property tax relief- but Hunterdon County’s aid is still being reduced by $2.7 million. 
 
More money for school aid, but less money for Hunterdon County schools.  Doesn’t make 
sense to me. 
 
Hunterdon County schools and residents will have to mount a lobbying campaign to restore 
aid again this year. This rank unfairness has to stop.” 
 
 
 

 


