
Newly Funded State Preservation Programs  
Will Help Hunterdon County 

 
 

Hunterdon County’s open space, farmland preservation and historic preservation 

programs will benefit from recent legislative action approving several bills funding those 

programs, Freeholder John E. Lanza reported at the January 21st Freeholder meeting. 

Lanza, the Board’s liaison for the Planning Department and Cultural and Heritage 

Commission, stated, “The legislation appropriating funds for grants from the New 

Jersey Historic Trust is particularly important for Hunterdon County, as $750,000 in 

grant funds are now available for the historic preservation work planned for the 

County’s Historic Courthouse.”  

Lanza reported, “In the area of land preservation, the legislature did something right on 
the last day of the session, when they gave final approval to a legislative package 
providing funds for the State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) and the 
Green Acres program. 
 
Hunterdon County has been in the forefront of qualifying for and obtaining these types 
of funds from the SADC and Green Acres over the years, and we will be looking to tap 
into those funds going forward to preserve Hunterdon County’s rural character and 
scenic beauty.” 
 
Lanza added, “Hunterdon County’s state Senators Kip Bateman and Mike Doherty, 
knowing the importance of this funding to Hunterdon County’s land preservation 
efforts, joined in sponsorship of the legislation.  We thank them for their leadership on 
this issue.” 
 
Senator Bateman said in a media release, “New Jerseyans have long supported open 
space and farmland preservation. In the most densely populated state in the nation, the 
public understands the need to protect undeveloped parcels and expanses of green 
fields. They have made their voices known at the polls where they have overwhelmingly 
favored the responsible acquisition of lands to sustain our State identity as the Garden 
State.” 
 
“As has been noted in the past, any time Hunterdon County can access land preservation 
funds from additional sources, it allows the County’s Open Space Fund dollars to be 
spread that much further.,” Lanza concluded. 


