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Hunterdon On-Line School Aid Petition  

Gains Trenton Legislative Leader Response 

 

New Jersey Senate Republican Leader Tom Kean responded to the on-line petition 

signed by over 900 Hunterdon County residents concerned about Governor Phil 

Murphy’s plan to cut funds to the County’s school districts, by providing 

information on his ‘Every Child Counts’ school plan, which would increase 

funding to Hunterdon County school districts by over $5 million in the next fiscal 

year. 

 

Freeholder Board Deputy Director John Lanza, the initiator of the on-line petition, 

stated, “My fellow Freeholders and I join with Hunterdon County taxpayers, 

parents and teachers in appreciation of Senator Kean’s efforts on behalf of our 

County’s schools. 

 

The Senate and Assembly leaders and Budget Committee Chairmen were all sent a 

copy of the Hunterdon County petition.  So far, Senator Kean is the only one to 

respond to the petition.” 

 

Lanza added, “In addition to Senator Kean’s leadership on the school funding 

issue, the Freeholders also thank District 23 Senator Mike Doherty, who represents 

eighteen Hunterdon County towns, and District 16 Senator Kip Bateman, who 

represents five County communities, for supporting the ‘Every Child Counts’ 

plan.” 

 

The ‘Every Child Counts’ package of legislation is designed to boost State support 

for special education, increase equity and accuracy of school aid allocations, and 

eliminate opportunities for school districts and municipalities to game the funding 

formula. 

 

In a statement, Senator Doherty said on ending the gimmicks and manipulation of 

school funding, “Some towns have artificially reduced their apparent wealth by 

taking billions of dollars of development off the tax rolls through PILOT 

agreements, which falsely skews school aid calculations in their favor. Our plan 

ends these long-known PILOT abuses once and for all.” 

 

“The school funding reforms will lower property taxes, improve the quality of 

education in our classrooms, and protect our most vulnerable children in every 

corner of New Jersey,” Senator Kean said in the same statement. 
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According to the statement released by the NJ Senate Republican Office 

Hunterdon County schools could receive more than $40 million in new formula aid 

and almost $4 million more in extraordinary special education reimbursements 

when the plan is fully implemented. 

 

Click here for more information. 

 

 

 


