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OUR VISION 

To Inform, Inspire and Innovate 

Hunterdon County Library 

Headquarters, 314 State Route 12, Bldg. #3,Flemington, NJ 08822, (908) 788-1444 

North County Branch, 65 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809, (908) 730-6262 

South County Branch, 1108 Old York Rd, East Amwell, NJ 08551, (908) 968-4611 

Hunterdon County Library Bookmobile 

 

Affiliates 

Bunnvale Library, 7 Bunnvale Road, Califon, NJ 07830, (908) 638-8884 

Frenchtown Public Library, 29 Second Street, Frenchtown, NJ 08825, (908) 996-4788 

High Bridge Public Library, 71 Main Street, High Bridge, NJ 08829, (908) 638-8231 

Holland Free Public Library, 129 Spring Mills Road, Milford, NJ 08848, (908) 995-4767 

Readington Township Library, 255 Main Street, Whitehouse Station, NJ 08889, (908) 534-4421 

Tewksbury Township Public Library, 31 Old Turnpike Road, Oldwick, NJ 08858, (908) 439-3761 

Three Bridges Library, 449 Main Street, Three Bridges, NJ 08887, (908) 782-2908 

 

Hunterdon County Library Commission 

Jean Allured, Library Commission Chair 

Thomas Valasek, Library Commission Vice Chair 

Nouhad Jensen 

Peter Mustardo 

2018 Outdoor Art Show 

Winners 

Richard Gerstner 

Evan McHugh 

Carolina Thatch 

Claudia Slater 

Donna Lynch 



2018 was a very successful year for Hunterdon County Library.  The Library checked out over one 

million items, added over twenty seven thousand items to our collections, welcomed over half a 

million visits, and over eighteen thousand people attended our programs.   

2018 was also the year of movement at Hunterdon County Library.  

At the Headquarters Library a major project reunited the entire non-

fiction collection on the same floor.  We also created a more easily 

browsed New Book and Magazine area which has resulted in an 

increased number of checkouts. 

Perhaps the biggest move of 2018, was the move of the South 

County Branch to East Amwell after six years in West Amwell.  With 

the financial support of the Friends of Hunterdon County Library 

(FOHCL) and the support of the Hunterdon County Freeholders, East 

Amwell Officials and the library staff the South County Branch 

opened up at the new location in October 2018.  Branch utilization 

and item checkouts have increased considerably since the move. 

The library also successfully rolled out a new online meeting room/

program registration service,  implemented mobile printing and scanning options, expanded the 

book hold limit to one hundred, and worked with County IT to improve the wifi coverage at the 

libraries.   

We would like to thank all the people who support the library, particularly the Hunterdon County 

Freedholders, the Friends of Hunterdon County Library (FOHCL), private donors, the library staff, and 

the Hunterdon County Library Commission. 

We are looking forward to an exciting 2019 including strategic planning, opening North County 

Branch on Sundays, and much more. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

James K. Keehbler 

Director, Hunterdon County Library 

Executive Summary 



Highlights: 

HCL’s Annual Summer Concert series kicked off in July.  The Friends of the 

Hunterdon County Library (FOHCL) sponsored five concerts hosted at the 

library.  This year’s schedule included musical groups covering a range of 

musical genres: 

 Due South performed new and classic country music 

 The SummerSwing Orchestra performed Big Band favorites 

 The Blawenburg Band performed Patriotic Marches 

 Raritan Valley Recovery performed folk and bluegrass music 

 Rave On! performed the music of Buddy Holly, Roy Orbison and 

 early rock and roll 

 

Gingerbread Competition 

47 entrants 

Best in Show: Amy & Katherine Shearer 

Public’s Choice: Pouria Family 

Outstanding Storybook (3): Robin Smith, Tinos 

Family, Jocelyn and Jake Senkowski 

Best Hunterdon Creation: Christie Alderman 

1st Place Family: Williams Family 

1st Place Group: Scout Heart of NJ 

1st Place Adult: Dawn Muir 

Amateur Photography Show 

78 Entrants  

1st Place Student: Shelby Pena 

1st Place Landscape: Jeff Bell 

1st Place Wildlife: Christine Hatfield 

1st Place Floral: Sally Dougan 

1st Place Abtract/Still Life: I. Dzhanibekova 

1st Place Adult B & W: Tiffany Simone 

1st Place Hunterdon Scene: Jeff Newman 

1st Place Human Interest: Inez Kowalski 

Outdoor Art Show 

62 entrants  

Best in Show: Carolina Thatch 

Public’s Choice: Claudia Slater 

1st Place Professional: Richard Gerstner 

1st Place Adult Amateur: Donna Lynch 

1st Place Student: Evan McHugh 

Tiffany Simone 1st Place  

Black and White 

2018 HCL Amateur Photo Show 

Arts @ HCL 



 

Highlights: 
 The library is hosted 4-H displays highlighting 

local clubs and their projects.  The exhibits were  

on display on the main and lower levels of 

Headquarters during the month of May. 

 Knitters United, knit and crochet enthusiasts from 

Hunterdon County, hosted by the library donated 

783 handmade items to the Flemington Food 

Pantry to distribute to those in need.  The items 

included hats, scarves, mittens and booties in all sizes and colors, each unique and made with 

love. 

 The library attends the Hunterdon County Community Organizations Active in Disasters (COAD) 

meetings as a community resource.  During multiple Spring storms the library was a critical place 

for residents without power and internet service. 

 Over forty businesses offered discounts to Hunterdon County Library cardholders during the 

National Library Card Month this September.   

Community @ HCL 



Highlights: 
 The Hunterdon County Library Bookmobile 

travelled to the Somerset Patriots TD Bank Ballpark 

on Saturday, April 21, from 9 am – 12 noon, as part 

of Healthy Kids Day ® Swing for the Fences, co-

sponsored by the Hunterdon County and Somerset 

County YMCAs. 

 The library once again participated in Hunterdon 

County Community Day on Saturday, June 2, 2018.  

The Hunterdon County Library Bookmobile was on hand for tours, while the Friends of the 

Hunterdon County Library (FOCHL) promoted membership in their group and ran a “fish” pond 

filled with books for younger children to win.  

 In April, the library re-started our National Library Week promotional efforts with great success.  

Each branch library had an information table in the lobby, a board where patrons could post what 

they love about the library, and gift baskets (one for adults, one for youth at each location), 

donated by the FOHCL, to raffle off.  In Youth Services, families created a number of library-

themed crafts to express their love of libraries.  

 A youth services librarian attended Career Day at North Hunterdon High School to represent 

librarians in a county library.  The Library promoted the digital services offered by HCL and 

distributed over 50 YA books to students.   

 The Hunterdon County Library Bookmobile was there to help 

community students when two of the grammar schools in the 

Flemington-Raritan School District (Barley Sheaf and Robert 

Hunter) were closed at the beginning of the school year due to 

a mold issue.    The bookmobile visited each school, almost 

weekly from September till mid-November.  Students, grades K-

4, came through the bookmobile and checked out a variety of 

books on different topics.  The school libraries have reopened 

and are back in business, and their staff have expressed sincere 

thanks for our assistance during their crisis. 

Extension Services & Outreach 



Highlights: 

 This year’s Summer Reading Club, which ran from late June to early September, was another 

success. Countywide, 616 children ages 2 and up read a total of 19,460 titles! The YS Department 

held 109 programs which were attended by 3,506 – an average of 32 attendees per program. 

Programs included storytimes, magicians, musicians, animals, and hands-on science themes. 

 The Adult Summer Reading Club had 164 members, who collectively read 1,617 books. They 

hailed from nine libraries and the Bookmobile, and included 68 brand-new members as well as 21 

charter members who have participated every year since the first club in 2007. 85 members 

reached the goals they had set for themselves.  42 eager readers attended the Adult Summer 

Reading Party. Inspired by the national summer reading theme “Libraries Rock”, the library ran an 

Escape Room program which placed attendees backstage at a rock concert, dividing them into 

Stage Crews for 8 different rock groups. Each Crew had a unique color, and members followed 

clues found only on their Crew’s colors, all over the library, to discover which rock group they 

represented. The first crew who found their group’s CD started the concert.  

 The Paws to Read Program continues to allow children to read to therapy dogs in the library.  

Reading to a dog is often more comfortable for children than reading to adults or their peers.  

This popular program is held on Wednesday afternoons at the Headquarters Library and Saturday 

mornings at the South County Branch. 

 The Fall Reading Buddy program started at North County Branch Youth Services in September.  

Thirty children read together once a week.  After reading, they play a literacy-based game or 

make a craft related to their favorite book or character.  This program pairs children in grades 1-4 

with children in middle school or high school. 

2018 Adult Summer Reading Party Escape Room Event 

Literacy @ HCL 



Highlights: 

 NJ Makers Day 2018 at South County on March 10th was a 

major success. Nearly 100 people attended, over the course 

of six hours, enjoying demonstrations and hands-on 

activities. Patrons were able to use LittleBits circuits to blow 

giant bubbles, create a button with our button maker, try 

out hand tools to build a wooden coaster, create string art, 

and make a no-sew pouch.  

 NJ Makers Day was held at the North County Branch on 

March 24th.   The event was a fun day of exploring for the 

600+ people who attended. The activities and 

demonstrations included weaving, sewing, spinning, 

origami, slime making, beading, virtual reality computer programming, circuitry, LED flower 

making, button making, recycled crafting, HAM radio, paper airplanes, Mazebots, pulleys & 

knotting, FTC robotics, motorized models, 3D printing nametags, and 3D printed bubble wands.  

Fourteen exhibitors/clubs, totaling over 50 people, joined staff to provide a variety of activities 

that kids found hard to leave.  

A Selection of HCL STEM Programs: 

 Pearl Observatory came to Headquarters in April for the "Little Al the Allosaur" dinosaur 

program.  Kids were a paleontologist for a day, learned about dinosaurs, and reassembled the 

bones of a large allosaur. 

 Mad Science presented "The Science of Magic" to a 

group of 25 Tweens who learned the secrets of making 

water disappear, how a toy bunny disappears in a seemingly 

empty box, and many other magician's secrets.  

 An Intermediate Micro:Bit class taught participants how 

to build a mini water pump using a Micro:Bit, servo motor 

and straw.  Kids learned how to code the Micro:Bit so it 

could detect when soil was too dry and automatically water 

a plant. 

 The North County Branch library participated in the 

national Hour of Code, Saturday Dec. 9th. Library patrons 

passing by watched on the large screen as participants 

animated their name using Scratch.  The kids coding were 

complimented on their skill by many patrons. 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Math) 



The Friends is an all-volunteer organization dedicated to supporting the library system and 

providing enriching services to the community.  

Here are highlights from the Friends’ productive and busy year.  

 In October, the Friends made a $25,000 grant to partially fund the move of the South County 

Branch Library to Ringoes and to purchase new carpeting for that location. The attractive, 

cheerful carpet is a welcome addition to the library’s new facility.  

 The FOHCL Board arranged a one-time, in-kind donation of 177 chairs from Ericsson Company. 

The chairs were for patrons and staff use. 

 The Friends continued their ongoing funding of popular programs such as the movie series, 

Summer Concert Series, NJ Maker’s Day, Library’s annual Outdoor Art Show, and much more. 

 The “Books for the College Bound Scholarship” awarded five county graduating high school 

seniors a scholarship grant for college textbooks.   

 Friends volunteers delivered library materials, including books and media to County residents 

who were unable to visit the library. The “Outreach Program for the Homebound” served 

approximately 25 patrons. 

 Last year saw the expansion of several library programs. The Friends increased funding for the 

Library’s e-book collection to reduce the wait list. They also added two new museums to their 

Museum Pass Program: the Morven Museum & Garden (Princeton) and Eastern State 

Penitentiary, an historical site (Philadelphia).  Lastly, the Friends increased their grants to the 

County’s seven affiliated libraries to $1,000 each.  

 The Friends supported new library initiatives, including the funding start-up activities for a new 

Youth Services enrichment program, STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Mathematics).  

 

The Friends’ valuable contributions are made possible through fundraising, membership dues, 

and countless hours from our dedicated volunteers. The annual FOHCL Used Book Sale, the 

major fundraiser, 2018 proceeds totaled over $49,000. The Friends latest fundraiser, a Tricky 

Tray Basket Raffle continues to grow in popularity. The event was held in October and raised 

$7,000. 

Sadly, this year saw the passing of J. William Newitt on September 5. Bill was a founding 

member of the Friends, longtime leader, book sale volunteer, and member of the Library 

Commission.  Bill’s family requested that donations be given to FOHCL. Jean Allured, Library 

Commission Chair and former Friends Board member, collaborated with the family to honor 

Bill’s contributions with a memorial to be installed at Headquarters in 2019. 

For additional information about the Friends and their activities, please visit 

www.hclibrary.us/friends.htm. 

Friends of the Hunterdon County Library (FOHCL) 



On October 20th, the South County Branch of the Hunterdon County Library hosted a grand open-

ing at its new location at 1108 Old York Road, in downtown Ringoes. The grand opening represents 

a return to East Amwell after a 2012 move. 

East Amwell Mayor, Tim Mathews, told the Grand Opening crowd, “Our Community needs, craves 

and deserves a safe, quiet and curated place to investigate ideas, think critically, and dream. 

This re-boot of the South County Library at Ringoes Village will provide just that – a quiet oasis to 

dream, explore ideas, and validate information. East Amwell appreciates the efforts of the Hunter-

don County Freeholders, the Library Commission, and all those involved in bringing the Library back 

to our community.” 

East Amwell area residents joined Freeholder John King, Freeholder John Lanza, Freeholder Director 

Matthew Holt, East Amwell Mayor Tim Mathews, Library Director James Keehbler, President of the 

Friends of Hunterdon County Library Ann Marie Queeney, and Library Commission Chairwoman 

Jean Allured for the ribbon cutting. 

Director James Keehbler talked about the reception the library has received from the community. 

“Every single day during the move the local residents stopped by to say how excited they were 

about the branch opening and how much the library meant to their community. The Library Com-

mission, library administration, and the staff of the South County Branch are as excited as the resi-

dents to open this great space and be an active part of the community for many years.” 

The new branch features wireless internet, new carpet, an expanded seating area, and library only 

parking on the Route 31 side of the building.  The cost of the professional library movers and the 

new carpet were fully funded by the Friends of the Hunterdon County Library (FOHCL). 

South County Branch Returns to East Amwell 



 

Projected Revenue 2018 

    

Amount to be Raised by County Library Tax  $     6,245,088.72  

State Aid  (Actual State Aid: $42,132)  $          51,000.00  

Misc Receipts Revenue (HQ Fines)  $          25,000.00  

Reserves Receipts-NCB (Gifts and Donations: Fines, Book Sales)  $          24,000.00  

Reserves Receipts -SCB (Fines)  $            4,500.00  

Reserves Receipts-BK (Fines)  $                150.00  

Interest CD  $          38,000.00  

Interest Checking  $            7,000.00  

Reserves to be Used*** ( HQ Gifts and Donations)  $            7,000.00  

Total  $    6,401,738.72  

Fund Balance Usage  $        278,701.28  

Total  $    6,680,440.00  

2018 Hunterdon County Library Financial Review 



Hunterdon County Library 2018 Budgeted Expenditures 

Description 2018 Approved 

Personnel Expenses  

LIBRARY SALARIES & WAGES  $         2,740,000.00  

LIBRARY SALARIES & WAGES OVERTIME  $               5,000.00  

LIBRARY SALARIES & WAGES SUNDAY HOURS  $             35,000.00  

LIBRARY BENEFITS  $         1,490,000.00  

Subtotal Personnel Expenses  $        4,270,000.00  

 

Operating Expenses  

BOOKS                               $            240,000.00  

PERIODICALS OE                            $             21,000.00  

LIBRARY MATERIALS - OTHER (SOFTWARE-ACQUISITIONS)  $               2,850.00  

LIBRARY MATERIALS - OTHER (VIDEO/DVD)       $             32,500.00  

LIBRARY MATERIALS - OTHER (ADULT AUDIO)  $             15,500.00  

LIBRARY MATERIALS - OTHER (JUVENILE AV)     $               3,500.00  

ONLINE SERVICES   $            100,000.00  

COLLECTION FEES            $               2,000.00  

CONF, MEETINGS & MILEAGE (JUVENILE)         $                  250.00  

CONF, MEETINGS & MILEAGE (EXTENSION)        $                  200.00  

CONF, MEETINGS & MILEAGE (TRAINING)         $               5,500.00  

CONF, MEETINGS & MILEAGE (TUITION REIMBURSEMENT)  $               2,250.00  

CONF, MEETINGS & MILEAGE (NORTH COUNTY BRANCH)  $                  275.00  

COPIERS  $             15,000.00  

DATA PROCESSING (EQUIP REPAIRS & MAINT)     $             50,200.00  

DATA PROCESSING (OCLC)                      $             22,000.00  

DUES & MEMBERSHIPS  $               1,800.00  

MISCELLANEOUS             $             16,000.00  

NORTH COUNTY BRANCH (PROGRAMMING)          $               6,000.00  

NORTH COUNTY BRANCH (YOUTH PROGRAMMING)     $               5,500.00  

NORTH COUNTY BRANCH (SUPPLIES)             $               4,000.00  

NORTH COUNTY BRANCH (PERIODICALS)           $             12,500.00  

NORTH COUNTY BRANCH VIDEO/DVD             $             27,500.00  

NORTH COUNTY BRANCH JUVENILE A/V          $               3,500.00  

NORTH COUNTY BRANCH ADULT A/V             $             15,500.00  

POSTAGE                        $               4,000.00  

PRINTING                         $               1,500.00  

PROGRAMMING               $               9,000.00  

PROGRAMMING (JUVENILE)         $               5,500.00  

SOUTH COUNTY BRANCH (SUPPLIES)             $                  650.00  

SOUTH COUNTY BRANCH (BOOKS ON CD)           $               3,000.00  

SOUTH COUNTY BRANCH (PERIODICALS)           $               1,400.00  

SOUTH COUNTY BRANCH (MUSIC CD')S            $                  350.00  

SOUTH COUNTY BRANCH (VIDEOS/DVD)            $               3,200.00  

SOUTH COUNTY BRANCH (BUILDING RENTAL)      $             38,016.00  

SUPPLIES (All AV)                          $               3,000.00  

SUPPLIES (JUVENILE)                         $               2,750.00  

SUPPLIES (CIRCULATION)                    $               2,000.00  

SUPPLIES (OFFICE)                          $               9,000.00  

SUPPLIES (PUBLIC RELATIONS)                 $               2,500.00  

SUPPLIES (REFERENCE)                        $                  200.00  

SUPPLIES (TECHNICAL SERVICES/EXTENSION)              $               4,000.00  

GASOLINE                         $               6,500.00  

CAPITAL REIMBURSEMENT  $            265,000.00  

DUE TO COUNTY ASSESSED COSTS              $         1,436,549.00  

Subtotal Operating Expenses  $        2,403,440.00  

   

Total Budgeted Expenditures  $        6,673,440.00  



 Strengthened Wifi at Headquarters and the North County Branch. 

 Installed device charging stations at all libraries. 

 Implemented online program registration and meeting room booking. 

 Moved South County Branch to East Amwell. 

 Redesigned magazine and New Book Area at Headquarters. 

 Redesigned shelving area on the Lower Level to allow all non-fiction books to be in order on 

same floor. (With the exception of  the new non-fiction which remains the New Book Area on the 

First Floor) 

 Continue to redesign areas at Headquarters and North County Branch. 

 Begin strategic planning process. 

 Open North County Branch on Sundays. 

 Upgrade and promote online library newsletter service. 

 Continue to refocus library website and social media usage. 

2018 Achievements 

HCL Goals for 2019 



210 Programs for Adults 

483 Programs for Children 

485 Museum Passes Circulated 

1,872 Volunteer Hours Utilized 

 

3,244 Books Obtained Through Interlibrary Loan 

5,856 Reference Interactions 

8,364 Attendance at Adult Programs 

9,663 Attendance at Children’s Programs 

19,460 Books Read Through  

Summer Reading Program 

27,427 Items added to the collection 

31,690 Searches of Electronic Databases 

56,264 Uses of Public Internet 

Computers 

85,585 Electronic Items  

Circulated 

560,888 Visits 

1,119,054 Physical Items  

Circulated 

Hunterdon County Library By The Numbers 



 


