IGNORING THIS MESSAGE COULD END UP COSTING $500 FOR A FIRST
TIME OFFENSE.

DON’T GET FINED FOR HAVING A PARTY!

Please take the time to read this information to help us minimize the loud and unruly gatherings that
can harm neighborhood relations and have, in the past, led to potentially dangerous consequences.

This pamphlet provides information to party organizers, neighbors, and property owners briefly
describing the rights, responsibilities, and potential civil and criminal penalties.

The Tucson Police Department is committed to safe, enjoyable, and responsible celebrations that
respect the rights of all: partygoers, neighbors, and property owners.

TUCSON POLICE DEPARTMENT

270 South Stone Avenue
Tucson, Arizona 85701
520-791-4444
www.tucsonaz.gov/police

Ready to Protect, Proud to Serve.

WHAT IS AN UNRULY GATHERING?

RED TAGS ARE EXPENSIVE.
Unruly gatherings are reported to the Dean of
Students and may result in disciplinary action.

University of Arizona Students

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF THERE IS AN UNRULY PARTY IN MY NEIGHBORHOOD?

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR. Acknowledge your responsibility for gatherings you host. Inform your neighbors
in advance of the party and communicate mutual concerns and potential resolutions. Consider sharing
your phone number with your neighbors so they can call you before they call the police.
Letting your neighbors know that you’re having a party doesn’t mean you can allow it to become unruly you can still be cited if police are called.
If you know a neighbor has called police you should try to address their concerns. Ask people to leave.
Turn down the music down or turn it off. Clean up the litter. Wind things down.
Respect your neighbor’s property ..and make sure your guests do, too.
Keep your guest list to a minimum and remember that you are responsible for all guests, even the
uninvited ones. Call 911 if things are getting out of hand.
Don’t serve alcohol to minors or allow it to happen at your party - you can be arrested.
Make sure guests have a safe, sober ride home.
If police are called and you are in violation of Tucson City Code 16-32, you will be cited.

HOW DO I AVOID HAVING AN UNRULY PARTY?

The first offense costs $500, second offense
$750, third offense $1000.

An Unruly Gathering is defined in Tucson City Code 16-32 as “..a gathering of five (5) or more persons on any private
property, including property used to conduct business, in a manner which causes a disturbance of the quiet enjoyment
of private or public property by any person or persons.” These disturbances include things like excessive noise, traffic
obstruction of public streets by crowds or vehicles, drinking in public, the service of alcohol to minors or consumption
of alcohol by minors, fighting, disturbing the peace, littering.
If an officer is called to investigate a gathering and finds it to be unruly then a citation is issued and a “red tag” is
posted prominently on the residence. Violators of this Tucson City Code and, in the case of rental properties the
property owners, can be assessed fines that start at $500 for the first offense.
The red tag remains in place for 180 days and during that period any additional violations can result in fines that
increase in cost with each repeat offense.



















When your peace or the peace of your neighborhood is disturbed, please call 911.
Tell the police operator that you want to report an unruly gathering, provide a specific address if possible.
Tell the operator your preference for contact - we can call you on the phone or knock on your door.
Talk with neighbors. Multiple independent calls to 911 provide evidence that a party was unruly.
Describe what you see and what you hear. How many people are at the party? Describe any ongoing
issues with the location. Are there any recognizable odors that suggest drug use? Does everyone look of
drinking age? The more facts you share, the better prepared responding officers are.
Your safety is paramount. If you choose to record video please do so with your safety in mind.
If you record video of the disturbance please let the officers or the operator know so we can collect the
video from you. This contact can be in person or, if you prefer, by telephone.
If a red tag is posted you will be asked to appear in court to describe what you witnessed and the impact
on you and your neighborhood. The choice to appear in court is yours - but please remember, your
appearance in court and your testimony will serve to strengthen the civil case.
For more information, scan the QR code or visit:
www.tucsonaz.gov/police/redtag

