
 
 

 

Allowing Space 
for Religious Schools 
to Flourish 
By Fredric Hinz 
 
What’s causing America’s families to 
fragment in such great numbers? What can 
be done to begin to restore them to 
wholeness? Finding answers—good 
answers, practical answers—to these 
questions are among the most pressing 
challenges we face as a society. 
 
What forms families? On the superficial 
level, families are formed when males and 
females instinctively come together long 
enough to produce babies. Yet something 
greater than instinct is required to hold men 
and women together long enough to produce 
functional families—the kind of families on 
which communities and cultures can be 
built. That something greater, I believe, is 
the institution of marriage. Indeed, from 
time immemorial, marriage has been the 
glue that has bound the two created halves 
of humanity together with a degree of 
permanence indispensable for the 
flourishing of children and society in 
general. 
 
If marriage is that necessary precursor to 
families that function, then it seems clear 
that we have an immense challenge ahead of 
us. For as a nation, not only have we come 
to publicly disavow the connection between 
marriage and functioning families, we’ve 
lost something even more basic—namely, 
the public understanding that we are created 
beings, beings created to live within a 
divinely ordered world, and beings called on 
to conform our behavior to that divine order. 
Indeed, quite the contrary, we now seem 

fully committed to conceiving of ourselves 
as nothing more than accidents of nature 
living in a plastic world. 
 
It will be impossible to restore a strong 
marriage and family culture without first 
recovering a common worldview, which, at 
minimum, acknowledges our created status 
and the mutual obligations that flow from 
that status. Indeed, I believe that is precisely 
what John Adams was trying to convey 
when he observed that “Our Constitution 
was made only for a moral and religious 
people” and “wholly inadequate to the 
governance of any other.”  
 
There, I would contend, he is calling on us 
to recognize the simple truth that for any 
nation to endure, its people must have access 
to a source of transcendent order that will 
allow them to discipline their innate 
inclination to self-interest and thus foster a 
sense of real national unity. Hence, Adams 
insisted that we be a nation intentionally 
committed to cultivating a specific 
type of citizen—a moral and religious 
citizen — a citizen that sees himself as 
conscience-bound to be responsible to the 
Creator as well as his fellow creatures. 
 
 

“I believe it is the school 
which is most amenable to our 
collective action.” Fred Hinz 
 
 
Now, what is true of our nation is also true 
of our families, for they, too, are little 
societies that require the internal discipline 
that springs from properly ordered 
consciences. As with nations, so with 
families: If they are to remain a cohesive 
whole, if they are to provide the permanence 
and love that children need, they must also 
be grounded in a transcendent worldview. 



 
 

 

Its citizens, too, must understand themselves 
to be created beings called to live within an 
ordered framework—a framework that 
provides each with a deep sense of purpose 
and meaning and in which personal 
relationships naturally imitate the pattern of 
sacrificial love set by the Creator Himself. 
 
What must we do, then, to reverse 
America’s culture of family fragmentation? 
In my view, we must once again become a 
society that, while allowing all citizens the 
freedom of living according to whatever 
religious or nonreligious tenets they choose, 
also publicly acknowledges the great and 
unique public good that is derived from 
families that have deeply held religious 
values at their core. We must once again 
come to recognize that a religious view of 
life is not just to be tolerated among us but 
actively promoted, because it most reliably 
produces that particular type of person on 
which our families and our communities 
depend.   
 
How could such a thing be done? Surely 
such a recovery would require the concerted 
efforts of the three great mediating 
institutions of life: the family, the church, 
and the school. Of these, I believe it is the 
school which is most amenable to our 
collective action. It is there that we must 
begin. We must insist, for example, that our 
secular government voluntarily restrict its 
own sphere of influence and allow space for 
other non-secular forms of education to 
flourish. 
 
Government officials must come to see that 
it is in the best interest of the nation that 
they relinquish their long-standing 
monopoly, or near monopoly, on K-12 
education in favor of greater educational 
pluralism. They must come to recognize that 
in their current refusal to fund parents’ 

religious educational choices, they are 
engaging in a form of bias that is 
unconstitutional and profoundly harmful to 
society, as it makes it much more difficult to 
raise up the very moral and religious people 
for which our government was designed. 
 
What practical steps can we take to stem 
America’s family crisis? There are many 
good answers, but surely one of the best is to 
do everything we can to remove the 
government’s current bias against people 
who choose a religious education for their 
children, for it is in such an education that 
they will gain access to the deep spiritual 
resources needed to form lasting marriages 
and functioning families, to the great benefit 
of us all. 
 
Rev. Fredric Hinz is a pastor in the 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod and serves 
as its Public Policy Advocate in the State of 
Minnesota. 
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