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Each night I read an excerpt from Martin Luther’s 1535 Commentary on Galatians. If you want 
to find a good place to start reading a little Luther, his Commentary on Galatians is a great 
place to begin. His words open up the Scriptures and give grace, mercy and peace to the soul. 

The following is just one small sample of Luther’s writing at his best. — Pastor Kroonblawd 
 
But such is human weakness and misery that in the terrors of conscience and in the danger of death we look at nothing 
except our own works, our worthiness, and the Law. When the Law shows us our sin, our past life immediately comes to 
our mind. Then the sinner, in his great anguish of mind, groans and says to himself: “Oh, how damnably I have lived! If 
only I could live longer! Then I would amend my life.” Thus human reason cannot refrain from looking at active 
righteousness, that is, its own righteousness; nor can it shift its gaze to passive, that is, Christian righteousness, but it 
simply rests in the active righteousness. So deeply is this evil rooted in us, and so completely have we acquired this 
unhappy habit! Taking advantage of the weakness of our nature, Satan increases and aggravates these thoughts in us. 
Then it is impossible for the conscience to avoid being more seriously troubled, confounded, and frightened. For it is 
impossible for the human mind to conceive any comfort of itself, or to look only at grace amid its consciousness and 
terror of sin, or consistently to reject all discussion of works. To do this is beyond human power and thought. Indeed, it 
is even beyond the Law of God. For although the Law is the best of all things in the world, it still cannot bring peace to a 
terrified conscience but makes it even sadder and drives it to despair. For by the Law sin becomes exceedingly sinful 
(Rom. 7:13). 
 
Therefore the afflicted conscience has no remedy against despair and eternal death except to take hold of the promise 
of grace offered in Christ, that is, this righteousness of faith, this passive or Christian righteousness, which says with 
confidence: “I do not seek active righteousness. I ought to have and perform it; but I declare that even if I did have it and 
perform it, I cannot trust in it or stand up before the judgment of God on the basis of it. Thus I put myself beyond all 
active righteousness, all righteousness of my own or of the divine Law, and I embrace only that passive righteousness 
which is the righteousness of grace, mercy, and the forgiveness of sins.” In other words, this is the righteousness of 
Christ and of the Holy Spirit, which we do not perform but receive, which we do not have but accept, when God the 
Father grants it to us through Jesus Christ. 
 
As the earth itself does not produce rain and is unable to acquire it by its own strength, worship, and power but receives 
it only by a heavenly gift from above, so this heavenly righteousness is given to us by God without our work or merit. As 
much as the dry earth of itself is able to accomplish in obtaining the right and blessed rain, that much can we men 
accomplish by our own strength and works to obtain that divine, heavenly, and eternal righteousness. Thus we can 
obtain it only through the free imputation and indescribable gift of God. Therefore the highest art and wisdom of 
Christians is not to know the Law, to ignore works and all active righteousness, just as outside the people of God the 
highest wisdom is to know and study the Law, works, and active righteousness. 
 
It is a marvelous thing and unknown to the world to teach Christians to ignore the Law and to live before God as though 
there were no Law whatever. For if you do not ignore the Law and thus direct your thoughts to grace as though there 
were no Law but as though there were nothing but grace, you cannot be saved. “For through the Law comes knowledge 
of sin” (Rom. 3:20). On the other hand, works and the performance of the Law must be demanded in the world as 
though there were no promise or grace. This is because of the stubborn, proud, and hardhearted, before whose eyes 
nothing must be set except the Law, in order that they may be terrified and humbled. For the Law was given to terrify 
and kill the stubborn and to exercise the old man. Both words must be correctly divided, according to the apostle (2 Tim. 
2:25 ff.). 
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