


Learning Community

• Welcome

• Introductions

• Building a foundation of knowledge together and equipping ourselves 
for future decision making

• Outgrowth of the 10 Year Master Plan working group

• Series overview (handout)

• Plan for this session



Plan for this session

• Plan for this session
• What stuck with you from last session?

• Human Needs & Gospel Purposes in Our Community



Gospel Purposes

• Jesus presence began the revealing of the Kingdom of God

• What did Jesus model as KoG?
• Welcome people (“Come to me, all you that are weary and are 

carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest., Matthew 11:28)

• Gather people (For where two or three are gathered in my name, I 
am there among them.” Matthew 18:20 )

• Include the marginalized – those who don’t find a fit (“Whoever 
welcomes this child in my name welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me; for the least among 
all of you is the greatest.” Luke 9:48)

• Heal people (“and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of 
God and to heal.” Luke 9:2)



Gospel Purposes

• What did Jesus model as KoG? (continued)
• Teach people (“Jesus went out again beside the sea; the whole 

crowd gathered around him, and he taught them.” Mark 2:13)

• Encourage people (“In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:16)

• Forgive people (but if you do not forgive others, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses.” Matthew 6:15)

• Feed people (Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do 
you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you 
know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” John 
21:15)



Gospel Purposes
• We continue the revealing of Kingdom of God

• Welcome the heavily burdened
• Make space for people to gather, live – not just as individuals but 

in fellowship and wellness
• Include those who have not found a “home” in the world
• Promote healing and wellness
• The teaching God provides is life-giving
• Create opportunities to let their light shine – share talents, gifts, 

time
• Create environment where practicing forgiveness is the norm
• Help people overcome the obstacles to living – housing first, then 

food, health, meaningful work and/or volunteer opportunities



Who Needs Such Radical Hospitality?



The Community We Seek to Serve 

• We Tend to be Highly Educated
• 98% of adults have a HS diploma

• 75% have a Bachelor’s or Higher

• We’re Diverse & Growing More So
• 58% Chance that 2 Individuals Chosen at Random will be of Different Races

• 23% are foreign born (regionally 7.4%)

• 44% are racial/ethnic minority

• Since 2013, # of home loans to minorities has outpaced # to whites



The Community We Seek to Serve

We Educate our Children in the Public Schools
• 96% of all students are enrolled in public schools

Many Households have High Earnings:
• Median Household Income is $138,102 (regional avg of $63,599)



The Community We Seek to Serve

But Many of Us are Fiscally Stressed & Housing Costs are a Key Driver

• 51% of Low Income Individuals are Severely Housing Cost Burdened 

• Median Gross Rent = $1,417 (minimum wage earner would need to work 90 hours weekly to afford)

• 7.6% of 2 BR Apts are Affordable at 50% of AMI ($33,300 for 2 person household) 

• Median Home Value = $475,300  

• 2.6% of Owner Units Affordable at 80% of AMI ($66,550 for 4 person household) 

• 900 Households are Housing Cost Burdened





The Community We Seek to Serve

• In the last 7 days, I have worried about money . . . 36%

• There have been times in the last 12 months when I did not have 
enough money to pay for healthcare and/or medicine needed by 
me/my family . . . 15%

• % of Income Spent on Housing & Transportation by Working 
Individual Household = 106%

• % of Income Spent on Housing & Transportation by Single Parent 
Household = 102%



Housing = Largest Monthly Expense for Seniors

• Avg monthly SS check = $1400 (nationally)

• Monthly:
• Housing Expense = $1,322

• Transportation = $567

• Healthcare = $499

• Total: $2,388

• Deficit: $988  = Fiscal Stress = Comprised 
Mental/Physical Health
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Cost Burdened, Single Person Households by Age
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Seniors make up a large portion of cost-
burdened, single-person households.



Seniors Represent Henrico’s Fastest 
Growing Population Segment 



Aging in Place

• Properly aging in place is not a choice for many 
seniors

• Many seniors lack the financial means, home equity, 
and home and neighborhood characteristics to 
properly age in place

• Instead of moving to more convenient, accessible 
housing, they remain in their homes, often socially 
isolated



Market Square I,II,III (174 apartments 55+)



Senior Housing: Carter 
Woods
150 apartments located in eastern Henrico 
County



The Community We Seek to Serve

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD): “a lifelong developmental disability that impacts an 
individual’s ability to communicate, interpret language and interact with others.”

“I kind of like the label of being ‘autistic’ because I can prove to the world that I can do 
things just like any ‘normal’ person—and I think that might help break down the 
stereotype.” a teen with ASD

Autism Diagnosis Rates (2017) of Students Ages 4 – 21 in Public Schools

• Chesterfield 1,086
• Henrico 826
• Richmond 383

The Virginia Dept of Education’s #s do not include young children not yet identified, individuals in private schools, 
individuals w/o IEPs, individuals with IEPs who list the primary diagnosis as something other than autism, and adults on 
the autism spectrum. 



The Community We Seek to Serve

• Each year Henrico graduates 70 students and Chesterfield 65 students who have 
been diagnosed with ASD and have the ability to live independently or semi-
independently with modest supportive services.

• Many of these young adults will go on to higher education and employment.  But 
our region lacks a supply of affordable, appropriate housing options.  Without 
this housing, these young adults are threatened with social isolation.

• “Isolation can be one of the biggest fears parents face when a child is diagnosed 
with autism.  But when we all come together as a community under proven 
strategies and open, meaningful dialogue, that isolation doesn’t stand a chance.” 
Adam Dreyfus, Dir of the Sarah Dooley Center for Autism at St. Joseph’s Villa





The Opportunity Before Christ Church

• “When the Church is fully itself, it is not because it has achieved a 
particular kind of human success, a high standard of behavior, a 
statistically significant number of very saintly individuals, but 
because it has become transparent to God’s future—the same 
thing, in effect, as being transparent to the indwelling of Jesus”

Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury



Final Thoughts

• What sticks out to you, something you don’t want to lose sight of?

• What questions do you have?

• Where do you see God’s blessing?

• Where do you see God’s challenge?

• Next session: The Rev. Jo Belzer, Church of the Resurrection, 
Alexandria Virginia


