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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – December 17, 2025

The Tourism Industry Association of BC (TIABC) Board of Directors is made up of a maximum of 13 directors, consisting of 11 directors elected by the active members. TIABC is seeking a total of four (4) candidates for the 2025-2027 term: 
· From the Business category, two (2) are required for a two-year term.
· From the Sector Association category, two (2) are required for a two-year term.

	BUSINESS CATEGORY

From the Business Membership category two (2) are required for a two-year term. Based on the nominations received by the closing date of October 31, 2025, here are the candidates:



Katherine (Kathy) MacRae        [image: A person smiling at the camera
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I am an accomplished tourism executive with extensive experience in government relations, community engagement, and sustainable industry development. I have a proven track record of advancing sector-wide initiatives, influencing policy, and strengthening partnerships that drive the long-term success of businesses and communities across British Columbia.

Currently serving as Vice President of Government and Community Relations for Alterra Mountain Company’s Western Experience Division, including Canadian Mountain Holidays and Mike Wiegele Heli Skiing, I lead strategies to ensure growth and sustainability. My expertise spans stakeholder engagement, regulatory strategy, and organizational leadership, with a consistent focus on aligning economic opportunity with environmental stewardship.

Additionally, I hold leadership roles as President of the Wilderness Tourism Association and Co-Chair of the Adventure Tourism Coalition, which provide platforms to advance the collective interests of the adventure tourism sector. I have served on the TIABC Policy Committee since 2021 and on the TIABC Conference Program Committee for two years, contributing to the organization's strategic direction and industry collaboration.

Recognized for leadership and impact, I have received the RRU Founders Award in Leadership, the Tourism Industry Professionals Award, and the King Charles III Coronation Medal for my efforts in uniting people and communities.  I am recognized for vision and collaboration, strategy and execution, and for fostering alignment across diverse stakeholders. A values-driven leader, I am committed to cultivating partnerships and shaping a sustainable future for adventure and wilderness tourism.
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Sandra Oldfield co-founded Tinhorn Creek Vineyards in 1994 where she spent two decades as winemaker and later CEO.  She was the first to use screw caps for wines in Canada, founded the Oliver Festival of the Grape, and helped establish BC’s first sub appellation—the Golden Mile Bench. Under her leadership, Tinhorn Creek to become Canada’s first carbon-neutral winery and earned the national’s Safest Employer Award in Hospitality.

After the sale of the winery, Sandra founded Elysian Projects, a consulting company that supports tourism operators and small businesses. She created and managed the Fortify Conference for artisan beverage producers, and she has coached entrepreneurs through Accelerate Okanagan and the Columbia Basin Trust. Sandra currently serves as the Chair of the Thompson Okanagan Tourism Association and was named one of Canada’s Top 100 Powerful Women as a Trailblazer and Trendsetter.

	SECTOR ASSOCIATION CATEGORY

From the Sector Association category, two (2) are required for a two-year term. Based on the nominations received by the closing date of October 31, 2025, here are the candidates:   



Sharon Bond-Hogg                     [image: A person smiling at camera
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Sharon Bond-Hogg, a proud member of the Nooaitch First Nation, was born and raised in Merritt, B.C. Alongside her husband, Darren Hogg, she is the visionary force behind Kekuli Café, a groundbreaking Indigenous fast-food and coffee franchise that has become a beacon for communities across Canada. 

Graduating with an Executive MBA from the Beedie School of Business and Simon Fraser University in 2023, her passion for creating spaces that celebrate Indigenous culture, and cuisine is reflected in Kekuli Café's mission: providing communities with a place to gather, celebrate, and savour Indigenous foods, particularly the beloved bannock, accompanied by coffee.

Under Sharon and Darren's leadership, Kekuli Café has become Canada's first Indigenous fast-food and coffee franchise. The duo expanded the franchise to Merritt and Kamloops, with a new business model introduced at Okanagan College in 2022.

Sharon and her dedicated Kekuli Krue have received numerous accolades, including the 2009 ANTCO Indigenous Woman in Business of the Year, the 2010 BC Achievement Indigenous Business of the Year, the 2013 Indigenous Food & Beverage Award, the 2020 NACCA Businesswoman of the Year and the 2022 Indigenous Woman Spirit Award from Kelowna Women in Business. 

Beyond entrepreneurship, Sharon is deeply involved in promoting Indigenous tourism. She has been on the Indigenous Tourism BC Board of Directors for 14 years and also contributes her expertise to the NVIT Board of Education.
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Chris Elder is a tourism-focused marketing leader with extensive experience advancing British Columbia’s golf travel sector. He currently serves as Director of Marketing for the BC Golf Marketing Alliance under the Allied Golf Association – BC. For more than a decade, Chris has collaborated with regional partners, resorts, and communities to elevate BC’s position as a premier Canadian golf destination and attract high-value travellers to experience BC’s diverse golf offerings.

Chris also brings over 20 years of experience in destination marketing and strategy, most recently as Managing Director of The Web Advisors, supporting destination marketing organizations and tourism operators across the province. He has previously served on regional and golf sector tourism boards. Outside of work, Chris can often be found enjoying the same activities he promotes—on the golf course, mountain biking, or skiing throughout British Columbia.
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