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THE CITy C)F VICTORIA O FFIC£ OF THE MAyOR

March 1 0. 202 1

1-11c l]onourable Bill Blair

Nlinistel' of Public Sat-cty and Enrergency Preparedness
Fiouse of Commons
Ottawa. ON KIA 0A6

The Honourable Patt\ Hajdu
N'linister of F+calth

Address Locator 09(10C-2

Ottd\\ a, ON KIA 0K9

I-he Honourable Omar Ajqhabra
M in ister ol- TI'anspoll
House of (-onlmons
Otta\\ a, ON KIA 0A6

Dear Minister Blair. Minister Hajdu and Minister Alghdbra.

I'11r \\ riting Io ) ou because the Clipper and Blacl,ball (Coho) operations are inlpollant businesses in
Victoria-s economy and are critical to our city and region-s recovery. Both conlpanies have been hit vcr)
hard by the pandemic as their routes between Victoria and Washington State have not been running fOI
close to a }'ear. The\ ha\'e had to la\- off workers and are in very difficult cash no\\ positions. Both
operations u ill survive. but it is going to be a long road to recover)

M\ self and both operators understand the need for the current tra\ el restrictions and border closures to be
in place in order to keep our population safe. 1 am not writing to make any requests for an earlier than safe
re-opening of the border. However, I- nr v'riting to inquire as to u’hat criteria will be used to detcl-urine the
re-opening of the border – u iII it be a certain percentage of the population on both sides of the hordel
being \ accinated? A subst,rntial drop in case counts? Other criteria?

It is inrportant for the operators to know \\ hat criteria u-ill be assessed for border re-opening so that the)
can plan accordingl}-. For exdlnple. Clipper \viII need four to six necks in order to staff up and prepare t-ol
operations. The Cc)ho is able to be ready to re-open a little bit more quickl\' than that. But both opel-,aol's
need as nruch predictability as possible in what is dl'gudbl\' a verY unpredictable situation for niall)'.

I look for\\-ard to hearing fronI ) ou to Ie,Il-n more about the border rc-opening criteria and \\ ould be
pleased to have a quick meeting or phone call if that u'ould be helpful or of interest.

\\'itIl thank

rIpssa

\Lkgllria Mavol

CC: Sangeeta Lalli. Regional Ad\ is;or (British C'olunrbia). Office of the Pl-inre Ministel

The City of- \’ictt)I'icl recc):,IIli:es fIle St)ng}Ices told Esqrtilncrl{ Nations in \those traditional territories \vc live tnlti \tort, HtN s\rx CItI

1 Centennial Square Victoria British Columbia Canada V8W I P6

Telephone ( 250 ) 361-0 : 0 0 Fax ( 25 0 ) 361- 0 348 Email mayor @’victoria . ca
\V\N \V , V 1 C t O r 1 a , C a


