Discussion Guide
Faithful—and Still Becoming
For small, steady congregations

🌿 Purpose
You are a congregation marked by faithfulness.
This conversation is not about becoming something completely different.
It is about listening for how God may be inviting you to:
take one small step forward from where you already are.

🙏 Opening Prayer
Faithful God,
you have sustained us through every season.
We thank you for the ways we have been able to serve,
to care, and to remain present.
As we reflect together,
help us to listen for your Spirit,
to notice where life is emerging,
and to take the next step with trust.
Amen.

🔎 1. Naming Our Faithfulness
Begin by naming what is already true.
· Where have we been steady and faithful as a congregation?
· What do we do well that others rely on?
· What are we most grateful for in our life together?
👉 Name specific examples.

🌱 2. How Did the Meditation Resonate?
· What part of the message felt most true for us?
· Where did you feel encouraged?
· Where did you feel gently challenged?

🧭 3. Faithfulness and Becoming
Reflect on this idea:
“Faithfulness is not standing still—it is continuing to respond to God.”
· Where do we feel like we are mostly maintaining what exists?
· Where do we sense even a small curiosity about something new?
· What might “one step forward” look like for us?

🔍 4. Noticing Where Life Already Is
· Where do we see energy, joy, or engagement?
· Which ministries or relationships feel most alive?
· Who is showing up—and why?
👉 These are clues to where God may already be at work.

🌍 5. Looking One Step Outward
· Who are the people just beyond our congregation that we already know?
· Where do we already have connections in the community?
· What is one small way we could extend our presence outward?

🌱 6. Choosing One Small Experiment
Look at the list of possible experiments (if you’ve distributed it).
· Which idea feels most realistic for us right now?
· What excites us—even just a little?
· What feels doable without overwhelming us?
👉 Choose only one.

🤝 7. Considering Partnership
· Is there another congregation we could try something with?
· Could we join something happening elsewhere instead of creating it ourselves?
· What would make collaboration feel possible?
👉 Remember: you are not alone.

🧭 8. Naming the Next Step
As a group, complete this sentence:
“In this season, we sense God is inviting us to…”
Be as concrete as possible.

✅ Closing Commitment
Before ending, identify:
· Our one experiment:
· Who will lead:
· When we will begin:
· When we will check back in (4–8 weeks):

🙏 Closing Prayer
Faithful God,
thank you for the ways you have worked through us.
Give us courage for this next step,
confidence in your presence,
and trust that even small acts of faithfulness
can bring new life.
Guide us as we continue becoming
the people you are calling us to be.
Amen.

