
Reformed Theological Training 
   With MVP funds, we supplement the cost 
of one or two continuing education events 
per year for pastor and other leaders in 
Occidente.  In a culture dominated by 
Roman Catholicism and Pentecostalism, 
they want to be clear about what they offer 
as Presbyterians. 
   One particular seminar that we supported 
was “Men in the Mirror” a presentation of 
Christ-center masculinity to overcome the 
scourge of domestic abuse and violence. 

Why Do It? 
   The value of your participation will not be 
what you accomplish, but what you 
experience.   
   Encouraged by MVP’s financial support 
and previous participation, our partners 
have been empowered to take the initiative 
to carry out projects with their capable 
trained leadership.  
   What you will experience is the nurturing 
of your faith by people who worship joyfully 
in spite of their situations of poverty, 
violence, and natural disasters.  
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 You will make friendships with people who are dedi-
cated to “developing transformative global disciples 
for Jesus Christ.” 
By reaching across borders and cultures to experience 
one another as people created in the image of God… 
 you will be changed. 
By understanding why people immigrate to our com-
munities and what changes are needed to make this 
less urgent… 
 you will be transformed. 
By projecting the unity of our mutual support as a 
witness to the world, demonstrating the healing pow-
er of the gospel… 
 you will be born again! 
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How to get involved 
   The task force is not a committee composed of 

nominated recruits who serve a term of duty.  We are 

a team of people who have a special interest in multi-

cultural faith development and service projects.  You 

can participate as long as you feel this is what God is 

calling you to do. 

   Make your interest known to the Presbytery Office 

by calling 1-320-235-7910.  The staff will put you in 

touch with the task force . 



DIRECT ENGAGEMENT 
   People that go to Occidente receive 
orientation in cultural customs, team 
building, and project instructions.  They 
usually pay flight, and some lodging and 
meal cost.  When money is available, 
subsidies are offered. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Projects 
   Youth from both Presbyteries have jointly 
engaged in community evangelistic and service 
outreach.  They have hosted events that 
demonstrate a Christian witness to mothers and 
the elderly. 
FUNDING ON-GOING PROJECTS 

Scholarships 
   Occidente’s Committee on Ministry selects 
the children of their pastors who will receive the 
scholarships we send.  $250 provides for the 
books, uniforms and other expenses for a year.  
Donors will receive photographs, academic 
reports, and thank you notes from children and/
or their parents. 

 
PRAYER PARTNERSHIPS 

   Congregations from both presbyteries 
exchange particular prayer requests.  Others 
offer general prayers for the well-being and 
health of their people and churches.   And at 
presbytery meetings, we lift up the joy and 
concerns that have been shared.   

Water Purification Installations 
   Five church sites now provide clean water 

as an outreach to their communities.  Along 

with  funds for equipment, instructions were 

given in maintenance, hygiene, and leader-

ship.  People have said:  With affordable 

clean water we stay healthy so we can work 

and go to school. 

 

Health Fairs 
   Members of our team with medical experi-

ence provide instructions and distribute 

information regarding health issues 

(primarily women’s concerns). 

Manse Constructions 
   We have partnered in the building of four manses, 

offering $4000 for each.  Our crews have cleared sites, 

assisted with cement work, installed doors and win-

dows, and painted.  As a pastor in a new church devel-

opment said:  “You were the spark that lit our congre-

gation on fire.” 

   Though we continue to celebrate the benefits of wa-

ter installations and manse constructions, lack of funds 

have brought them to an end.  Every four years we 

negotiate and sign a new Pact of Companionship in 

Mission.  Our partners have now asked for our assis-

tance in new ways, including: 

 
Quilting Classes 

   Minnesota quilters demonstrate and give instructions 
in making quilts for personal use and for additional 
income for their families.  With the purchase of sewing 
machines, this may develop into a cottage industry.  
Knitting is another possibility. 


